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Gary McManus Inducted
into the Hall of Fame

e are so very proud

to announce that

on Saturday,
September 20, 2014, retired
MSDB teacher and coach, Gary
McManus, was inducted into
the Special Olympics Hall of
Fame. This is what Gary had
to say about his experiences
with Special Olympics and
receiving this prestigious
award:

“In 1973, I started as a
coach for Special Olympics at
the Montana School for the
Deaf and Blind. In 1975, my
team went to Billings for the
State Special Olympics and
that is where I met my wife,
Barbara. She was a coach
for the Great Falls Public
School Special Olympics team.
We have been together ever
since. I traveled to Steamboat
Springs, Colorado for the
first International Winter
Special Olympics in 1975, and
to Paris, France for the first
International Summer Special
Olympics in 1977. My wife
was co-games state director
with Chuck Paul in 1981 and
1982, and she put me to work
as the volunteers’ director. I
continued to volunteer with
Special Olympics for the
area games held every year
in Great Falls at Memorial

Stadium, was co-competition
director for our state Spring
Special Olympics meet
in 2006-2008 and co-
competition director for our
state basketball competition in
2011 and 2012.

On September 20, in
Missoula, I was inducted
into the Special Olympics
“Hall of Fame” for my 39
years of service to our special
athletes. Iwas truly honored
and blessed to have achieved
this award and to have my
wife, Barbara; Gail and Brad
Bechard; my brother Gordon
and his wife Kristi; and Naney
Marra as dinner guests for
this special occasion. It was
a fun night and a night to
remember.”::

__ . For a wealth of information about MSDB
" = _  aswell as a detailed calendar of the
(it school year, check out our website at:

www.msdb.mt.gov
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Submitted by Barb Balko, Outreach Consultant:

Kieran Simpson is a four-year-old boy who attends Jefferson Preschool in Missoula. He is a bright and loving child
who happens to be blind and is served through the Montana School for the Deaf and Blind Outreach Program. Kieran
is developing his cane and prebraille skills in school. His devoted mother expressed her thoughts and emotions
regarding Kieran in the following piece:

THROUGH HIS EYES

ome days I wish I had no sight. Some

people see my son with his cane and

say “poor kid.” What they don’t know
is they are the ones missing out. Kieran is
blessed with the ability to meet people and
judge them by one thing; the way they treat
him. He never mistakes a kind person for
a fat person or a poor person. He never
judges someone by their skin color or by the
brand of shoes they wear. He doesn’t care
where they work or how much they make.
He doesn’t know how much makeup they
wear or what car they drive. He enjoys the
most beautiful part of people. Their soul.
Are they kind? Are they patient? Are they
understanding? Are they happy? Can they
love without these judgments?

This theme is reoccurring in his life.
Kieran doesn’t care what he wears. He doesn’t
care if he looks cool, he only wants to play or
snuggle or learn or read or listen to music. He
doesn’t need the candy with the cartoon on
it. If it tastes good then it actually tastes good.
It's not just bright green or has sprinkles.

. e

Kieran doesn’t want a new toy from the store,
he wants to go wander in the forest and climb
anything he finds. He wants to enjoy a bath
for eternity, and feel the comfort of snuggling
with Mommy in the rocking chair. He
wants to hear music. He wants to feel it and
experience it in its most raw form.

Kieran is one of the most inspirational
people I have ever met and I am honored
to be in his life. T am honored to teach him,
to love him, to help him, to be his mother.
Everyday he teaches me more than I could
have imagined. I strive to live more like him
every day.i:

— Terri Johnson
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serve them better.”

Most of those children
attend weekend and summer
events on the Great Falls
campus, and some of them
attend MSDB full time and live
on campus in the residential
complex or “cottage.” All of them
spend nights in the cottage,
whether for the nine-month
school year, a week-long camp,
educational weekends, a Family
Learning Weekend, or the
Visually Impaired Games. For
residential students, the cottage

First Interstate Bank presents a check to the

MSDB Foundation

is their home away from home. After 30 years of using

the same furniture, that furniture needs to be replaced,
and the MSDB Foundation is raising funds to update the

in September.

Check out MSDB’s F
KRTV news coverage of the check presentation. www.
facebook.com/MSDB

.J cottage with new furniture and

paint. It is this project that the
First Interstate Bank grant will
help fund.

According to MSDB
Foundation President John
Musgrove, “We are thrilled
with this generous donation
from First Interstate, which has
given us the boost we needed
to complete the remodel of the
first wing of the cottage this fall.
Our kids will soon be living more
comfortably in their home away

from home.” 12
acebook page for a link to the

MSDB EXPRESS 9
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Deat & Blind Foundation

NNG BLOCKS TO TRNIBERENID ENGE

r

Expressions of Silence. She helped
organize and facilitate the school’s
annual cookie decorating contest
— a large event she handled
competently. She is an active
member of Cane Club, which
takes trips around town to learn
different ways of traveling — both
on foot, with white canes, and

by bus. She works at the school’s
concession stand to help raise
money for her class’s senior trip. She overcame her anxiety
about swimming by competing in MSDB’s annual Visually
Impaired Games last spring and won 2nd place.

This year Mikayla takes half her classes at MSDB and
half at Great Falls High, where last year she won a Heisey
Award for overall improvement. She is unafraid to join in
activities among her sighted peers there, attending Prom
and excelling at a competition called Warfare. She and her
MSDB friend, Patricia, collaborated on a project on visual
impairment that placed gth out of 100 Warfare entries.

This fall Mikayla began the two-year MSDB
Independent Living Skills Program. She lives in her
own apartment on campus, where she is responsible for
grocery shopping, preparing her own meals, and cleaning.
Later she will learn budgeting and other real world skills.
Last summer, she landed herself a job as a prep cook at

campus apartment.

the Finley Point Grill back home
in Polson. She chose the job to
learn culinary skills she plans to
use in a career as a pastry chef.
“She worked all summer
and paid for all her new school
clothes and supplies,” Shelley
Ellermann said. She admits it’s
sometimes difficult adjusting
to her daughter’s newfound
independence. “Before she went
to MSDB, I'd always been her advocate. But I won’t be
around forever and she has to be able to advocate for
herself. I called her the other day and she didn’t have time
to talk. She and her friends had mapped out their bus ride
and were going to the movies, just like that. The school

wr

has opened so many doors for her,” she said. “They've
done such an awesome job for her.”

The MSDB Foundation supports many of the programs
Mikayla participates in. Please help us continue to
provide these life-changing opportunities for
students like her. You can make a contribution online at
justgive.org or by using the attached envelope.

Sincerely,
Y
\.\ \INM\;\,.I “m \\\\.m%\,\m%ﬁlﬁf
7 /

John L. Musgrove, President

MSDB FOUNDATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Shannon Hoiland, Great Falls
Jon McCarty, Great Falls
Nan Miller, Helena

John Musgrove, Havre

Bob Norbie, Great Falls

Scott Patera, Great Falls

Debra Redburn, Bozeman
Donna Sorensen, Great Falls
Shawn Tulloch, Bozeman

Ed Van Tighem, Great Falls
Brett Weber, Missoula

Foundation’s budget
goes to administrative
costs. When you

Just 15% of the MSDB

support the Foundation,
you are supporting
programs for kids.
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MEMORIAL GIFTS
(Those with established memorials
are highlighted in green below.)

SAM ROSE-
Stanley & Mary Rathman
Ed & Betty VanTighem

ANITA JOHNSON
Ed & Betty VanTighem

LORETTA BEBEE
Fred & Mary Kindle

BOB DEMING

Richard Bennett

J & C Yturri

Beverly Rose

Pat & Joelene Goodover
First West Insurance
Great Falls Lions Club
Mary Young

Sam & Saundra Matthews
Derald & Alice Guilbert
Barbara Wiprud-Monday Bridge Club
Lee & Margaret Walker
Ed & Betty VanTighem
James & Anne Trunkle
Helen Cory

Elmer & Peggy Hart
Michael & Roberta Gesuale
John & Elizabeth Caldwell
Delores Gregory

Ted & Betty Snow

Herb Kimball

Vivienne Brainard

Fred Anderson

Nicholas Cetto

Helen Greenlee

Lola Deming

Trudi Schmidt

Kenyard Smith

Gaile Wilson

Steve & Mary Gettel
George Geise

June Meier

Bill & Betty Madison
MSDB Flower Fund
Carol E Mungus

JOHN SHOEMAKER
Gayle Tintzman
George Sherry

SANDY KRAVIK
Mary P Meese

FREDA & JERRY TONER
Dan & Kathy Harmon

JOE ROHNER.
Ann Moore

DAVID FRANKE
Greg & Jeannie Jessen

ELEANORE KITTLESON-ALDRED
Tamara & Rick Kittleson-Aldred

CHRIS PATER A
Arthur Patera

ROBERT LEMIELIX
Darcie LeMieux

LESTER. SLONAKER
Al & Nancy Getten
MSDB Flower Fund

JOHN KINNA

MSDB Flower Fund
Thomas & Sue Kendall
Bonnie & Jim DeNoma
Marilyn Sheffels

Al & Nancy Getten

Eunice Kimm

Robert & Maeona Lee
Dave & Deb Brinka

Ed & Betty Van Tighem
Arlene & Phillip Harris
Michael & Colleen Campbell
Donnell & Lois Morren
Steve & Mary Gettel
Charles & Heather Fellows
Roger & Mary Vandyken
Harold & Inez Gaarder

HONOR GIFTS
(Those who are honored are

highlighted in green.)

STEVE GETTEL

Beverly LeMieux

Jim & Bonnie DeNoma
Derald & Alice Guilbert
Brenda LeMieux

Ed & Betty Van Tighem
Great Falls Club of the Deaf
MSDB Scholarship Fund
Brett Weber

We also recognize the dedication and
effort of all current MSDB Foundation
Board Members and we thank all past
members for their service.

We have made every effort to confirm
this record. If we have failed to record
a gift or record a gift incorrectly we
apologize. Please drop us a note so we
can correct our records.
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MSDB STAFF NEWS

QUTDOOR
SEPTEMBER
WEDDINGS
_rdvazn: Martinez,

right, of our
Maintenance staff,
married Travis Voss
on September 20.
Bethany Hundley,
far right, teacher in
the Deaf and Hard of
Hearing department,
married Eric Hultz on
September 27. Best
wishes to both of these
beautiful brides! 22

VIBECKA OLSON IS THE
NEW SCHEDULING SECR ETARY

y name is Vibecka Olson. I was born
zw: Cut Bank. We moved a lot when
I was a child as my father was a Methodist
minister. We lived in various places, such
as Browning, Hardin, Fromberg, and
East Helena. My first name is of Swedish
origin. Although Dad altered the spelling a
bit, it means “beautiful.”

I moved to Winnipeg, Manitoba,
Canada, in 1983 and attended 8th -12th
grades there and moved back to the states
in 1989. I have lived in Kansas, Colorado,
New Mexico, and most recently, Missouri.
I travelled to Germany, Austria and Switzerland in 1986 to
tour the countries and visited many castles!

I lived in Lexington, Missouri, from 1996 until July,
when I came back home to Montana. My son, Victor, 22,
and daughter, Cheyanne, 18, still live there. My son has his
Building Trades certificate and my daughter is currently
enrolled in college. My mom and sister are in Missouri;

but my dad is here in Montana. I did have two brothers,
but they have both been killed in accidents.

My physical interests/activities are: reading, canoeing,
hiking (although I am taking the easier routes
now due to injuries sustained in a serious
accident in October 2010 which I am still
recovering from), and photography (especially
of old barns and other buildings). Some more
interests are: Native American culture, art and
artifacts, wolves, history, poetry, music, book
collecting (did I mention reading??), painting
(both artistic and house), ancestry, ghost towns.
I am sure there are more!

Before coming to MSDB to work as a
Scheduling Secretary, I worked in a variety of
jobs, as a waitress, bartender, Med Tech and
CNA. I have painted antebellum houses with a restoration
company, delivered mail for several years with the Post
Office, and managed convenience stores.

I started here at MSDB on September 15th and I love
it here! Thank you for welcoming me aboard! You all have
been wonderful in helping me feel at home! You can call
me Vi (or V if you want to make it really easy). zz

SDB also warmly welcomes 2 new employees in the cottages: Cherie Berger, and Cyrstal Case; as well as food service

worker, Stefani Buska. 22

MSDB




saeaf oyl Jo
Kep o[3urs 1043 AB(] A19JeS DURD IYM JO S[[IS dUED 18213
a3 eonoead 03 STaSUS[[RYD 1XaU Y, jSIaUULM dFUD[[BYD
aue)) AB(] aUEB) AYM N0 [[B 0] SUOLR[NILIZUO) “[00YS
INO 10J SIOPBSSE(LUE 18IS SE [[9M SB SJUapNIS 19110 .10]
s[opow [0 18218 a1k sanbruyda) sued PoOF asn AFUI)SISUOD
OUM SJUIPMIS jO1ISBIUR] ST SJUTUOIIAUD SNOLIBA UM
s[[p{s @soy} Suizijeraus ng ‘Jeadd s1 SUOSSI| A|[Iqow pue
uonejuaLio guLmp sanbruyoa) aued redoid Suisp
‘[eArD)
juapuadapul pue ‘JUaYJa ‘9fes 10J
[enjuassa are sanbruyoay sued 1odoid
*ABMIOOP 3} 1BIU SI[OBISQO 10 sjo-dop
19919p pue A[[nJadeld pue A[JUIIDYJD
S9[pUBY 100P 91LI0] 0] IJ[SARI} B 9[RU
[[IM S9oURIIUS [[B 1B sanpadoad aued
1odoig *3os ayy ur dais 1se[ 91} 10919p
PUE ‘SIe]S JO 198 Jenoijaed e uo st IasL
a1 [[e1 Moy duruLalap ‘days xau ay}
10939p Ia[aArI] 9} d[9Y [[IM SOSBIIIR}S
[[e uo sainpadoad sued tadoad Surs
*auo djes ' aq [[m dals yoea jeyy Sulnsud 399) Ay} Jo
yuoxy ur sdais om) 0y auo moqe yied Jupjem ayy sdeams
IR DUERD JUIISISUOD Y ¢S[IS dUBD UO SN20J AYM

Aeyg—onbrurpa) 10BIU0D JURISUO)) »
eARIA—onbruta) yonol jurod-om, «
UA[IRY—OURD 3]} [[}IM SITB}S SUIPUISA(] »
UOJULL,—oUB) O] [IIM SITE)S SUIPUSISY »

"dASIN 9F

ae(—s1oop uruado

aIyM dued 9y} YIm spoalqo unoejuo) «
:5911089180 SUIMOT[0] 91]] Ul sanbruyday Jo asn 3saq
U} 10J SJUDPNIS AL 0] UDAIS 2I9M S3IBIYILIB)) "dUOAIDAD 10]
potedoad syorus pey sasse[o S[[D[s 9J1] pue ‘Guos Le( due)
AMYM [euISLIO UB 01 pMOID 3} pajead) ("d'T'A) SIPULIOLID]
paaredw] A[[ensiA s GASIN "UONRIGI[D AB( dUL) 2NYM
® 10J palat)es sioquiaul AJIWe) pue Jeis ‘Sjuapnis alaym
yusunaeda( patteduway A[[ENSIA 91 0] YIB( SIUPNIS PI]
21n01 Yory "sIre}s SuIpuadsap pue
Surpusase ‘s100p Suruado 10y s199[q0
gunoeuod ‘4ono] Jutod-omi ‘JOeIU0d
JUBISUO0D 10J Sanbiuyoa) aued 1saq AlaA
9y} 10} SUIYoIeM DIOM SIUIdU JJBIS
‘pay[em sjuapnys sy sndwed gasin 241
PUNO.IE PUB UO SN0 IRI[IWE] PIY[BM
SI9ST DUBD YA PSU[[RYD dur) 2HYM
e ur pajadwod Juswieda(q paaredu]
AJ[eNSIA 9] WOIJ SJUIPN]S dUED 2JIYM
oy} :eouapuadaput Jo {003 [AdS Y}
JO 9sn JuaIdYe ‘Bfes 3] U0 pasndoj

JASIA ‘SenIANISa) Av(] dUBD) YA S JeaA s1f} SuLing

‘syuauateduit [ensia yim ajdoad jo sjuawiysijdwodoe

pue souapuadaput Y} $9181qI[D JASIN ‘Aep [ewads

S1Y} U0 JeaA yoey "Ae(] A19jes aue)) YA 9Z1u0dal

PINOM UOLIBU INO ‘ST 19(]01(Q) U0 T8dk YoEd 1By}

PaIR[OAP UOSUYO( ' UOPUAT JUIpIsald Y961 u

jsiip2ads AfjiIqOW puD UOHDIUSUQ ‘O}IRQ U3D

Ae(] A1958S SUED) UM




SWING IT OUT

To the tune of Taylor Swift’s “Shake It Off”
By Erica Peterson

I know many routes
I keep them in my brain
Travel every day, mmm-mmm
That’s the O&M way, mmm-mmm

I can go all over town
I always use my cane
Travel safely every day, mmm-mmm
That’s the O&M way, mmm-mmm

So I keep cruising
Can't stop, won't stop moving
It's like I hear Ms. Darko in my mind
Saying, “Please use your white cane right.”

Cause my feet are gonna step, step, step, step, step
And my body’s gonna move, move, move, move, move
Baby, I'm just gonna swing, swing, swing, swing, swing,

I swing it out, I swing it out
My cane tips’ gonna roll, roll, roll, roll, roll
And the cane is gonna arc, arc, are, arc, arc
Baby, I'm just gonna swing, swing, swing, swing, swing,
I swing it out, I swing it out

I am sure of all my steps
The cane’s magic in my hand
Even though I cannot see, mmm-mmm
Won't let that bother me, mmm-mmm
I travel on my own
Show off as T go
So stand back and watch me eruise mmm-mmm
And you'll see us on the news, mmm-mmm

So I keep cruising
Can’t stop, won't stop moving
It’s like I hear Ms. Darko in my mind
Saying, “Please use your white can right.”

Cause my feet are gonna step, step, step, step, step
And my body’s gonna move, move, move, move, move
Baby, I'm just gonna swing, swing, swing, swing, swing,
I swing it out, I swing it out
My eane tips’ gonna roll, roll, roll, roll, roll
And the cane is gonna arc, arc, arc, arc, arc
Baby, I'm just gonna swing, swing, swing, swing, swing,
I swing it out, I swing it out
I swing it out, I swing it out
I swing it out, I swing it out
I swing it out, I swing it out
I swing it out, I swing it out

Red Ribbon Week
[Learning and Fun

Yvette Smail, Behavior Specialist

ed Ribbon Week serves as a way for schools,

communities and individuals to take a stand for

the hopes and dreams of our children through a
commitment to drug prevention and education and a personal
commitment to live drug free lives with the ultimate goal being
the creation of a drug free America.

Red Ribbon Week also commemorates the ultimate
sacrifice made by DEA Special Agent Enrique "Kiki"
Camarena, who died
at the hands of drug
traffickers in Mexico
while fighting
the battle against
illegal drugs to keep
our country and
children safe.

This year
at MSDB, our
theme for Red
Ribbon Week was
I “mustache” you
not to do drugs! We
started the week off
by giving red ribbons to all the students and staff and then we
had fun activities and treats throughout the week. On Monday,
October 20th, teachers and students started their “I mustache”
you not to do drugs posters for our poster contest. The posters
were hung throughout the Bitterroot building as well as the
hallway of the Aspen building.

FUN STUFF FOR THE WEEK:

* MONDAY, “Don’t sweat drugs” day and everyone came
to school in their favorite sweatpants and/or sweatshirts.

+ TUESDAY, “Put a cap on drugs” day and everyone wore
their favorite hats to school.

* WEDNESDAY, “Sock it to drugs” day and everyone wore
their favorite crazy or mismatched socks to school.

* THURSDAY, “Mustache you not to do drugs” day and
everyone wore a mustache to school.

+ FRIDAY, “Dress up to fight against drugs” day and
everyone wore their favorite costume or outfit. The winners of
the posters were announced as well.

MSDB had an awesome Red Ribbon Week! 22

MSDB EXPRESS 17




pLION Gl SBA 9ZL# wnpuaiajay aane|siba Z¢ ‘splemp3 qog Husys
6ON 1LZ!S8A Sb# VD Juswpuawy |Buonmisuod 0§ :2J00\ BUBJUCH BUlY JapJoday pue 43|
[ 71g 4auod T L 8uod VY |7z [uosiapuy Q| [uosieT Jauoissiwwo) Auno)

Ll UOS|O T ¥l tUosio Y Med 60N ZZseA Jnjepues ebpnp uno) jouisia

g 0N tZ:SeA wonsuabey aoead ayj jo asysnp £7 1BBUM 6 2MAQUEA Z# 92NSNI WNo) awaldng
gl Ajor Asepyy g1 cAleg ou3 L#dT JZ @01 Z WeqiaH L# ednsnp unoj swaidng

zz @pal] g :Aleg sjooyss Jo ‘dngliainseas) Q7 :B{INARY SINEJ] JBUOISSIIWOYD 821AIBS Jllqnd

82 :puejDg PIEJAS) JOjRNSIUIWPY Jljqnd LL@juz bl oosimeT L ismolle4 dey jo asnoH

0g enied uyor Keuwsopy Kunon 700y 6:S8uleq g Sn) J1ojeuas

(pe10A yels | pue sjuapnis 0z)

‘Req uonoa|3 uo |jeH uadsy ul pjay BunoA woJj synsal ay) ale mojeg 5
io|lielq pue yuud Jejnbal quud abie| ui a|ge|ieA. a1om sjoj[eg "Yyjooq Bunoa _ .
|EIdljo, Ue 8)e1008p pue Jonisuoo o} padjay sasse|d s,xe|g S|\ pue $400D \\ = ;

“S|\| WOJ) SJUBpN]S "SUONOSIS JAQUIBAON 2y} Ul Jed 300} gasiAl 1e sjuepns ay | _
d - r
i

v1L0Z Aeqg uonoalz

'ddSIN 8t

‘Aep yoes way) Buiyojem

£q 1snl yonw os uies| pue way) Jo a1ed poob axe} ap\ ‘Ma)
e aweu 0] isnl ‘Apjoo) pue ‘mojjewysiely ‘Appeq big ‘Ao
‘|leBuy ‘yst [nyyneaq Auew INO Se ||9M SE S1apuelle|es sy}
Aljes pue ‘ApoD ‘yeenbsdid pulj 0s|e ||,noA jjuswpedaq
BuliesH jo pieH pue jea( ayj ul Wool [ooyosald

ay) ul saoey Buijiws ‘ang isnl uey) aiow ale aidy]

iAIN YO Yysij pue
siopuewejes




Expanded Core Curriculum: What 1s it?

Sharon Woods,
Ovutreach Consultant

he knowledge and skills

students are expected

to learn by high school
graduation are considered “the core
curriculum.” These are typically related
to academic subjects such as reading
and math. Students and children
with visual impairments who qualify
for special education services have
an educational team of professionals
working toward common goals that
support that students’ success. Along
with the “core curriculum” there is
something known as the “expanded
core curriculum.” The expanded core
curriculum has nine areas that every
educational team serving a child or
student with visual impairments
should assess and address. Those areas
are: Orientation and Mobility, Assistive
Technology, Career Education,
Compensatory Skills, Independent
Living Skills, Recreation and Leisure,
Self-Determination, Sensory Efficiency,
and Social Interaction Skills. It is easy
for some parents of visually impaired
children to look at the list and say, “My
kid is fine in those areas.” Although
each of the nine areas is described
here, I encourage families and
professionals to visit the websites listed
in the middle of this page for more in-
depth information.

Orientation and Mobility
allows the individual with visual
impairment to travel not only in
the school environment but is
essential for travel in unfamiliar
areas (such as field trips) and
independent travel after high
school graduation. Orientation and
Mobility is a whole curriculum that

» www.tsbvi.edu/math/3973-ecc-flyer
« www.perkins.org/news-events/eNewsletters/insight/inside-story/

expanded-core-curriculum.html

 www.pathstoliteracy.org/expanded-core-curriculum

takes many years to teach and learn.
Assistive Technology enhances
communication, access to curriculum
and learning in school and on the
job. Assistive technology can vary as
widely as an active learning/special
space built from PVC pipe or an
electronic note taker.

When we consider Career
Education, remember that all
that we learn about jobs as a child
comes from watching others do their
job from a distance while moving
around in our world. A child with
low or no vision may need hands-
on experiences. For some of our
children, a goal for career education
may include work-related skills such
as staying on task. Compensatory
Skills include concept development,,
communication mode, organization
and study skills, use of CCTV, Braille
or Nemeth code to access school
curriculum, and other skills.

Independent Living Skills
include both skills necessary for
right now and future independence.

An individual with low vision can
and should do all tasks within their
physical means but may require
direct instruction and more practice.
Recreation and Leisure skills
can give our students life-long skills
to stay active and healthy. Self-
determination includes problem
solving and self-advocacy. Does

your child have someone at school
that solves all their problems for
them or are they allowed to search
for that missing paper or book?
Sensory Efficiency includes the
use of vision and all other sensory
channels to learn. Low vision devices
help maximize visual learning. For
most people, Social Interaction
Skills are learned primarily through
visual observation and often need to
be directly taught to individuals with
visual impairments. The teacher of
visually impaired and the orientation
and mobility specialist on your child’s
team can assess these areas and advise
you and the team as to any needs for
intervention. &2

MSDB.
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“Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much.”
-Helen Keller
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