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‘ BB FREE Support Group HB L(3

1108 Custer Avenue
Billings MT 59102

January 8, 2015
Dear Representative,

We are writing on behalf of Montana citizens and taxpayers. We want to thank you for your service in the
legislature for us and our great State of Montana.

We ask for your support of HBA3 to revise the Executive Clemency Law. This bill was written to restore the
original intent of an existing statute. It will give the Governor the ability to grant clemency to an individual
who has been convicted of a felony and was denied parole by the Board of Pardons and Parole. Clemency is
not just a pardon, but it allows the governor to grant kindness, leniency, mercy, or respite to change
the individual’s status. It also could be a commutation of a sentence.

Even though the Barry Beach case prompted the Law and Justice Interim Committee to review the statute and
compose the bill to clarify the Governor’s position to grant the clemency, Mr. Beach is not the only one who
may benefit from this revision. Others could benefit also. Many inmates could fall into this category at
approximately $60,000 per inmate per year.

Many other states have statutes giving their Governor this same control and have set the pattern for Montana
to follow.

We humbly request that you take a non-partisan view of this bill and vote for HB43 to pass and become law.
Thanking you in advance.

Sincerely,
BB FREE Support Group
Billings Montana
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