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To: erin@erinslaw.org

Dear legislators,

My name is Erin Merryn. | am a 29 year old from Chicago author of 3 books, named
Glamour Magazine Woman of the Year for 2012 and have done many national TV
interviews including Oprah, Good Morning America, CNN, FOX, MSNBC, Katie Couric,
‘among others. | am the name behind Erin’'s Law.

Erin's Law requires sexual abuse curriculum talk to children Pre-K through 12" grade.
Giving kids the ability to know the difference between safe and unsafe touches and safe
and unsafe secrets it teaches children personal body safety. Without it kids only get the
message from an abuser to stay silent.

| am on a personal crusade to get Erin’s Law passed in all fifty states. As a child | was
taught yearly in school on tornado drills, bus drills, fire drills, stranger danger, DARE,
Bully intervention, internet safety, look both ways when you cross the street....I could go
on and on. | knew not to go look for the lost puppy, | knew how to run out of the burning
building, and | graduated from DARE knowing the 8 ways of how to say NO to drugs. But
where were the 8 ways on how to get away and tell today? They never came in my
childhood so when | woke up as a 6 year old at an overnight at my best friend’s house to
her uncle molesting me | didn't know how to tell. When he continued to molest me and
eventually rape me at 7 years old as | kept it a secret. This man threatened me that he
would come get me if | told anyone. From ages 6 to 8 Y2 | continued to be molested and
raped by him.

My saving grace came at 8 ¥z when | learned we were moving only to find out | was
getting that much closer to my next perpetrator this time a family member. From 11-13
years old my older teenaged cousin molested me. He threatened me every time that this
was our secret, no one would believe me, and | would destroy our family if | told. The
only message | was getting as a child was from the men hurting me and that came from
threats to silence me. Had | been taught to speak up and not keep this a secret, on what
a safe touch and unsafe touch is, a safe secret and an unsafe secret | feel | would have
spoken up from the start instead of being abused for years as a child. It is the lesson we
fail to teach our children across this world and | have made it my mission for every child
to be empowered with the voice | never had as a kid.

| went after Erin’s Law in my home state of lllinois that requires children in Pre-K through
12th grade to be taught age appropriate sexual abuse prevention every year along with
training all staff on the prevention of child sexual abuse. There is already plenty of
researched based curriculums across America teaching this through role plays,
discussions, activity books, and children’s books on this. We encourage the parents to
continue the conversation at home. This isn’t a sex education bill. It won’t teach kids
about sex ed but instead personal body safety to speak up and tell and not keep it a
secret if they are being sexually abused.

This law will not cost schools only ask that they give up an hour or two a year to teach it.
With school social workers and psychologists already going into classrooms doing bully
intervention, social emotional group activities with kids, this is just one more thing they
can go classroom to classroom to teach.

We put so much emphasis on stranger danger with kids when 93% of the time chlldren
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worry so much about. There are 42 million survivors of sexual abuse living in America -
right now. 3 million of those are children. That could fill 46 national football stadiums. Get
that image in your head for a moment. These children are sitting in our classrooms
everyday living in silence as their innocence is being killed and the psychological impact
this is having on them as they live in this horror. :

This law is common sense. I'm asking for an hour or two out of the school year to give
children the voice I never had. Without that voice we are allowing the Jerry Sandusky’s
of our world to silence our children and kill their innocence. It is time we start fighting the
war going on in our own backyards by empowering children with their voice and putting
sex offenders out of business. | am on a mission to get this passed in all 50 states. So
far Erin’'s Law is passed in 19 states with 18 more pending and your state isn’t one of
them. :

Do right by the children. Give that 7 year old child that is being sexually abused tonight
the voice to tell someone tomorrow instead of continuing to be sexually abused and
raped for years and waiting until she is in drug rehab at 30 years old finally coming to
terms with what happened to her through years of her childhood. Give children the voice
I never had as a child. Help make it the next state to pass it.

Erin Merryn

Erin Merryn
President

Erin's Law
www.erinslaw . org

1 Twitter com/ErinMerrvn You ub “Yau“?"ube,com/Erin!‘@erf‘m
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Mission: Sexual abuse education for all pre-K - 12th grade students in.all US public school districts

Facebook.com/Erinstaw

Book Erin at your next event: Ask about the details

"Forgiveness is what set me free. Choosing to forgive has led me to live for toda y." - Erin Merryn



