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A Public Health Crisis Continues

Poisoning is a leading cause of injury deaths in Montana, and drugs cause nearly 9 out of 10 poisoning deaths. Drug poisoning
deaths, also called overdoses, have increased since 2003, approaching motor vehicle traffic-related deaths in 2011 (Figure 1). In
2012, the age-adjusted poisoning death rate was 13.1 deaths per 100,000 persons (95% Confidence Interval (Cl) 11.1, 15.5), and
the drug overdose death rate was 11.4 deaths per 100,000 persons (95% Cl 9.5, 13.7), compared to a motor vehicle traffic-
related death rate of 18.5 deaths per 100,000 persons (95%Cl 15.9, 21.4).

Figure 1. Drug overdose death rates* compared to motor vehicle-related death rates, Montana residents, 2003-2012
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Drugs Caused Nearly 9 out of 10 Poisoning Deaths

In 2012, drugs and medications — prescription drugs, illicit drugs, and over-the-counter medications, - were the
underlying cause of death for 87% of all poisoning deaths. Of the drug overdose deaths, 66% were unintentional, 18%
were suicide or intentional self-harm, and 16% had undetermined or other intent. Males and females had drug
pousonmg death rates that were apprommately equal and persons aged 25- 54 had the hlghest rates of all age categones
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Table 1. Drug overdose deaths Demographlc characteristu:s and lntent, Montana re5|dents, 2003-2012

Number Percent Rate per 100,000
persons (95% CI)

Age (inyears)

sy and ofder e e A
Intent Unmtentional (also known as accidental") 681
Other/ Undetermmed 205

tRate not calculated for 0-14 age group due to small numbers.
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