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RE: HB 585 — Prohibit copying or duplication of cultural patrimony and sacred items

Chairman Bennett and Committee Members:

The Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes ("CSKT") support HB 585. This bill acknowledges
the seven tribal nations within the state of Montana by honoring and providing for protections of sacred
items and cultural patrimony.’

HB 585 allows for an object to be protected under the law by examlnlng the hlstoncal facts
surrounding an object and obtaining evidence of ownership. The sale of sacred objects must be stopped
if tribes are to maintain their cultural and historic identities. This proposed legislation mirrors the federal
law in an effort to protect tribal heritage and provides a just penalty if individual attempts to dupllcate or

CSKT stands in strong support"of’ '
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