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February 13, 2015

Honorable Jeff Essmann
Chairperson
House State Administration Committee
Bill Harris — Vice Chair

Casey Schreiner- Vice Chair

Members
Bryce Bennett
Bob Brown ‘
Moffie Funk Re: House Bill 40§
ggank cci}ame? Hearing Date: Friday, February 13,
paward Gree 2015 at 8:00 AM
enise Hayman . .
Jessica Karjala _ Sponsor: Representative Rob Cook

Austin Knudsen
Debra Lamm
Forrest Mandeville
Wendy McKamey
Dale Mortensen
Jean Price

Ray Shaw

Kathy Swanson
Susan Webber

Art Wittich

Dear Chairperson Essmann and members of the Committee:

The Office of the Commissioner of Political Practices supports House Bill
406 and respectfully offers the following information to the members of the
House State Administration Committee.

As has been previously brought to this Committee’s attention, Citizens
United provided expanded election activity rights for corporations involved in
Montana’s elections. Since 2012 business entities can independently expend
funds in support of or opposition to candidates for public office in Montana.
HB 406 adjusts public contract requirements to include election related
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contracting responsibilities commensurate with that expansion of election
related rights.

The Commissioner regards HB 406 as a constitutionally permissible
election related requirement that is consistent with and executes the electoral
policy of Montanans stated in Initiative 166 and set out in law at §13-35-503
MCA. Consistent with §13-35-503(2) MCA charging public officials in the
State of Montana, including the Commissioner, with examining and
supporting a “level playing field” in elections, when constitutionally permissible
to do so, the COPP endorses and supports HB 406.

Thank you for this opportunity to testify.

Commissioner of Political Practices
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