
Chair & members of the committee my name is Beclqy StocktqEnd I reside in llEleYfl Lomq DQfqle
youtodayasanopponenttoHB639butaproponeniofourrJiisis
in our Montana Constitution.

HB 639 is what we call a lifetime ban for citizens to participate in our citizen legislature while our
present term limit in our Constitution is called a consecutive term limits. This is where a citizen
legislator serves 4,2 year sessions for a total of B years in the House and.2, 4 year sessions for a total
of B years in the Senate, then you can run and serve again back into the other chamber after serving
your 16 years. HB 639, would limit young legislators from serving later in their prime of life.

Voters of this state have voted twice on this issue in 1992 &.2004.1n!992, Cl-164 was presented and
the voters approved, 264,L74 FO& 130,695 Against. Then in2004, a referendum was presented to the
voters to extend term limits for legislators from B years in a 16-year period to t2 years ina?4-year
period. The voters said they like to keep our present consecutive term limits in our Constitution
because 299,162 voters voted "Against", L36,93L voters voted "FOR" this referendum. Both times,
7070 of the Montana voting public like our present consecutive term limits.

Since we have had our constitutional consecutive term limits in our Constitution, it has given our
young people the ability to run for a legislative seat. These young legislators have brought forth new
ideas and issues that are important to Montana. Example, Rep. Daniel Zolnikov with his digital privacy
bills, because the youth have been raised totally in this new digital age Montana was the premier state
to bring a digital privary bill last session well before the rest of the nation. This was and is greatly
needed in Montana. Rep. Sarah Lazslofff brought us attention to the human trafficking that has been
occurring in our state. Those are just a few examples. I thoroughly enjoy seeing Montana being on the
cutting edge on these issues.

Per a Gallup poll in |anuary 20l3,75o/o of Americans support congressional term limits. When the
numbers are broken down 650/o of Democrats, 79o/o af Independents and 820lo of Republicans suppoft
term limits. Those are pretty high statistics.

Elections are NOT term limits. Did you know that nearly B0%o of state legislative incumbents receive
no challengers in their primaries?

I have heard many times in this legislative body that legislators are against term limits because it
brings a lack of experience to the legislature but that logic is never applied to the governor, or the
presidertt because it simply is not true.

There is an article that was posted on the fames Madison Institute, on March 2s,20l5,that states since
terms limits was instituted in Florida in L992 that state government has shrunk. I will submit the
article for the committee to read.

Did you know that the text of HB 639 is exactly the same as HB 601 that Representative Tom Berry
presented before this committee 11 days ago on March 20ft and this committee tabled that bill on
3/24/2015? On February 24,2015, Senator Bradley Hamlett presented SB 383 to totally repeal our
present day consecutive term limits. The committee voted this down too,9 to 3 with eight Republicans
and one Democrat voting to table the bill immediately after hearing the bill. I am asking the committee
to do the same on HB 639 and table it. For those reasons, please keep the present consecutive term
limits and not propose a lifetime ban after 16 years that is presented in this referendum. 
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