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Chairman Brown, Vice Chair Jones and members of the committee. Thank you
Senator Brown for sponsoring this bill.

This is a community driven bill intended to allow East Helena to be given the choice
on whether to expand its current K-8 school district into K-12. Today I'd like to talk to
you about population issues and ideal school size, which are just some of the many
good reasons why this bill should pass.

First some information about population - Helena High School currently has a little
over 1,600 students. Approximately 500 of those students are from East Helena, and
they make the long commute into Helena each day to attend Helena High School.

Much of the area growth during the last several decades has been happening on the
East and Southeast side of Lewis and Clark County outside of the Helena city limits.
Data from the 2009 U.S. Census shows that growth in East Helena has averaged 30%
per decade over the last twenty years, which is more than double that of Helena.
Assuming this trend continues, the East Helena school district will have more than

800 high school grade students by year 2030.

Also, there are many new subdivisions currently under development on the east side
that are impacting East Helena student populations now. One example is Mountain
View Meadows out on Hwy 12 east. Although it is located in the Helena city limits, it’s
actually part of the East Helena School District. They are scheduled to build 1,800 -
homes in this housing development. The Long Term Infrastructure Committee from
our school board recently completed a census in East Helena that showed we have an
average of approximately .40 students per household. This means that when this
subdivision is complete sometime in the next 5 — 10 years, there could be more than
750 additional students in the East Helena School District from this one subdivision
alone, and approx. 25% of these students, or around 200 would be high school
grades. This is in addition to the growth predicted from US Census data.

Helena High School is already overcrowded with little or no room to expand, and
there is realistically no way that they could support this additional number of
students. We need to have a high school located in the community where the
students live and where the growth is happening! This bill helps solve the problems
for the both the East Helena and Helena School Districts.




Population Summary of Average Decade and Average Annual Percentage Changes

99-Year 49-Year
Geographic | Average % | Average % Average Average
Area Change Change % Change | annnal% | % Change | annual %
per decade | per decade | July 1,1990- | change July 1,2000- | change
1890 - 2089 | 1960- 2609 | July 1, 1999 | 1990-1999 | July 1, 2009 | 2000-2009
Montana 19.26% B.79% 7.90% D.11% 3.10% 0.01%
Lewis and
Clark
County 13.29% 16.80%% 10.90% 1.34% 11.20% 1.13%
Helena ity 7.21% E.70% 13.60% 0.17% 16.10% 1.43%
East Helena
fown 9.79% 10.32% 28.70% 0.36% 30.00% 2.98%
Unincorp.
L&CCo 1988% |  35.74% 720% |  0.34% 5.60% _01T%

Source: Population Estimates Program, Population Divisien, U.S. Census Buresu, Washinglon, DC 20233

I'd now like to talk about optimal school size - based on studies and data from the U.S.
Department of Education, there is a large body of evidence to suggest that smaller
schools may have advantages over large schools. Many experts believe that the ideal
number is 600 — 900 students, which would be the approximate size of a high school
in East Helena. (http://www?2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ovae/pi/hs/schoolsize.html).

Current research findings include:

1. Large high schools, particularly those serving low-income students, have
disproportionately lower achievement and higher incidences of violence than smaller
schools serving similar student populations.

2. In small schools, students tend to be more satisfied, more academically productive,
more likely to participate in school activities, better behaved, and less likely to drop
out than students in large schools.

3. The size of high schools may have an indirect effect on student learning. Essentially,
more moderately sized schools, i.e. those with 900 or fewer students likely improve
the climate and conditions for student success. Also, teachers tend to feel more
connected and effective in a smaller school setting.



4. Smaller schools also may be safer because students feel less alienated, more
nurtured and more connected to caring adults, and teachers feel that they have more
opportunity to get to know and support their students.

5. While small schools might have a slightly higher cost per pupil than large schools,
they actually have a lower cost per graduate since they tend to have lower dropout
rates. Also, the higher percentage of dropouts from large schools carries additional

societal costs.
(http://www.ruraledu.org/site/c.beJMIZOCIrH/b.1389103/apps/s/content.asp?ct=1166347).

In summary — this bill embraces the recommendations of our School Board and our
community. It promotes the option and choice for local voters to provide a quality

education for our high school students located in our own community. We need to
have schools located where the student population is based, and where most of the
growth is happening. | respectfully urge your support and ask that you vote to pass
this important bill.
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