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Good Morning Mr. Chairman & Committee Members \ate 2 ! SE—L— s

My name is Faye Slice

| appreciate the opportunity to comment on HB25, and | urge you to pass this bill.

| was released from prison in 2013, after 11 years of incarceration. Since | had no home, and no financial
or community resources, | was sent to live at the Poverello homeless shelter in Missoula. With five years
to serve on probation, moving to another state was not an option for me.

I had only the clothes on my back, and $143 saved from my .30 cent an hour prison job. That measly
savings was quickly eaten up by the costs of obtaining a state ID, a cheap cell phone, hygiene items, and
second hand clothing.

Although, | was able to obtain employment as a painting contractor within two weeks, | lacked the
substantial work history, credit history, and rental history that landlords and property managers
required for rental applications. The added stigma of homelessness created more barriers to housing,
because rental agencies assume homelessness is a sign of failure, therefore not a good rental risk. |
could not pass the application process.

| have PTSD, panic disorder, and chronic depression. After several months, | was unable to cope with the
chaos of the homeless shelter, and unable to obtain housing, so | bought an old $900 car, and lived in
the Walmart parking lot. | preferred the security and safety of prison to the constant anxiety of
homelessness.

| became severely depressed, and begged probation officers to send me back to prison to serve out my
probationary sentence. They refused. It took me more than 9 months to secure stable, permanent
housing.

People without housing are marginalized and stigmatized as irresponsible. People without housing
spend all of their physical and mental energies on keeping warm, finding safe shelter, obtaining food,
and locating a shower. People without housing have no remaining energy for participating in the
community, or being productive citizens.

This bill makes fiscal sense: it costs $90 a day to house someone in prison, and less than S5 a day to
supervise someone on probation or parole. More than 90% of all inmates will be released from prison at
some point.

If those who have no community or financial resources serve out their entire prison sentence, they are
still homeless upon discharge. This bill decides if we want them released into the possibility of becoming
productive law abiding citizens, or into the certainty of marginalized homelessness and likely recidivism.

Without housing, it is difficult to secure employment, and without employment, housing. This
downward spiral all too often leads straight back to prison.

HB25 would afford returning citizens a much needed safety net to reintegrate into their communities
and become productive citizens.

Please vote to pass this bill.

Thank you for your consideration.
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SOCIAL COSTS OF PRISON

o8 Missoula County residents account for 358 of
> incarcerated persons in Montana.
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= . Missoula’s cost of the incarcerated represents:

e $98-$104/day/inmate

e Nearly $40,000/year per incarcerated
person

e 307 non-violent offenders who qualify
for placement in appropriate prison
alternative programs

e Childcare vouchers unavailable

¢ Housing assistance for needy families
unavailable

e  College tuition for low income students
could be funded

; i e K-12 elementary teachers could be hired

H..N.,,H..uﬁ 55 T | e  For every dollar diverted from K-12

education, $4 is spent on incarceration

~ Low Income
e  Children with an incarcerated parent are

Family
Housing

50% more likely than peers to end up in
prison
e  Foster care and social services for

’

inmates’ children
e Little or no restitution payments to

victims

Alternative Correctional Programs:
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Electronic Supervision $9.75/day
e Probation $4.62/day

e Prerelease Center $52-564

e |n-patient Treatment $80-5146

e Reparations for restorative justice
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