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David J. Leishman - Whitefish, MT Owner Bar W Guest Ranch Whitefish Montana. Member of Montana
Outfitters and Guides, Montana Dude Ranch Association, National Dude Ranch Association, Whitefish Chamber
of Commerce, Eureka Chamber of Commerce, American Outdoors Association, Bigfork Chamber f Commerce.

Purpose
I want to operate my business on the same level playing field that similar businesses in 47 other states enjoy.
History

I assisted a group of very committed individuals in getting HB 150 passed in 2009. I thought at that time
what we were able to complete would provide my business the protection I wanted against frivolous lawsuits
especially in this litigious society. I learned that there was still a statute that prohibited the use or pre-activity
release waivers and with Pat Tabor and Tracey Knutson, we set out to bring this to the attention of the
Montana Legislature so the it might be corrected.

Parties Represented

We have been able to enlist guest and dude ranches, the biking community, zip line operations, fishing guides,
shooting ranges, rodeo outfits, snowmobile companies, churches, the YMCA, boat rentals, rock climbing folks,
paddle board and kayak rentals, and ski areas among others and we are growing daily

Salient Facts

1. Through building the membership of this coalition I have learned that many of the recreation providers feel
that their “full” release waivers (which have gone through their lawyers) are the protection they seek and
are not aware that they cannot even mention those documents in a jury trial in Montana.

2. Many of the businesses I contacted had participants sign the documents even though they did not believe
the document had any relevant meaning if there was a suit.

3. The participants in these activities need to know and understand that they share in making the activity a
safe activity — they need to understand that they share the risk.

4. Montana needs to get in line with 47 other states and allow recreation providers the ability to enter into

pre-activity contracts with participants.

This Bill does not take the right of any one person to file suit.

This bill is not letting the fox watch the chicken coop. Rather, t is spelling out the conditions and terms of

the relationship of the recreation provider and the participant.
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Conclusion
Please support HB204!




