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Mr. Chairman, members of the Senate Judiciary Committee, my name is John Meyer (M-E-Y-E-R)
from Belgrade and I appreciate the opportunity to speak and thank you for speaking for me in the
legislative process.

I have been involved with this issue since it’s inception in Montana dating back to 2010. And what I
hope to share with you this morning is a reoccurring theme I find surrounding the issue of
physician assisted suicide - death.

My first involvement with the issue takes me back to Hamilton where I was living at the time and |
saw an ad sponsored by “Compassion and Choices”. A talk by a retired physician from Washington
about the advantages of doctor assisted suicide. What was striking to me was the audience - those
in attendance were not seeking to informed about issue - weighing it's merit (if any) against it’s
falsehoods - no they were simply wanting to know “how soon can we get the pills!” How soon can
we Kill ourselves. Then as a participant in the 2011 and 2013 legislative hearings on bills both for
and against assisted suicide - the topic is centered on the death - often with examples of how
people’s suicides are carried out AND often with people confessing they want to commit suicide.
What is further striking is that these hearings also included medical professionals either in support
of suicide or testifying to committing an assisted suicide. Death is the deal. IS THIS A TRAGEDY -
or is this liberty?

Of course we are all going to die - but does a healthy society entertain the notion so glibly? Does a
progressive society welcome death as a solution in any circumstance? You will not be making a
circumstantial decision relative to our present time and place when you take executive action on
this bill - you will be setting the course for our people, for our way of life FOREVER. You will be
deciding if an agent of death will continue to receive at least one Montana physician’s signature.

Thankfully you take your responsibility to serve our state seriously - I have seen the great lengths
in which you will defend and have defended your duty as the peoples’ voice. Now, please speak
clearly in affirmation to solutions which give life - send the message to the hurting elderly who are
cast away to a nursing home for convenience sake or the youth cut down by a grave and sustained
illness that the law will protect you. That you have a friend in the rule of law - a companion of com-
pas-e-on - the latin word from which we derive compassion - meaning pas-e-on (suffer) and com -
(with).

But once death is dealt - there is no chance for life and No chance to for compassion. Using history
as our guide No healthy society promotes death. Please resolutely take a stand against it and vote
for HB 477. Thank you.




