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The venerable Barry Goldwater warned, “Unlimited campaign s pending eats at the heart of the
democratic process. It feeds the growth of special interest groups created solely to channel money
into political campaigns. It creates an impression that every candidate is bought and owned by the
biggest givers. And it causes elected officials to devote more time to raising money than to their
public duties.”

Goldwater's foresight was right. Congress will be in session only 123 day s this year. They'll have a
lot more time, on the public dime, to raise re-election money than they've scheduled for the duties
they were elected to perform. They created the 501 -C4 corporation through which torrents of
anonymous money continually flow into political coffers

$14M in dark money

Without question, the constitutional right to freely express our views about our government is
fundamental to our existence as free peop le. Goldwater strongly affirmed this, but argued that limits
were necessary, and that “we should try again to convince the Supre me Court that what is at stake
is the integrity of the entire political process.”

Well, that's not going to happen. | nstead of changing course as G oldwater hoped, the court affirmed
and extended the rationale that money is speech. We saw massive evidence of this in Montana in
the 2012 Tester-Rehberg U.S. Senate race. Together the campaigns spent a record $ 18 million.
Money spent on their race by outside sources totaled nearly $30 million, including about $14 mill ion
in “dark money" contributed by anonymous donors.

Organized as nonprofit corpor ations, the dark money mongers run ads attacking candidates, but
don't actually ask voters to vote for or against a candidate. This ruse allows the groups to identify as
“social welfare” organizations which only “educate” the public about the candidates. T he law allows
the use of this fiction to shield the identity of their donors.

Defenders of the secret money use the excuse that subjecting their my sterious donors to a
disclosure requirement would have the “chil ling effect,” of dis couraging them from exercising their
constitutional right to fr ee speech.
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What then about the millions of individual Americans who openly contribute to causes and
candidates? Why does the law allow contributors to the so-call ed nonprofits to remain faceless,
while all others must face the " chill"?

The dark donor s don't want their names connected with the negative poison they are paying for in
order to influence us to vote for the candidates who are best for them. That's the “chilling effect”
they and, perhaps, their favorite candidates are afraid of.

Would we even have a country with freedom of speech, and a Bill of Rights guaranteeing our othe r
fundamental freedoms, if our founders had been afraid to openly sign their names to the Declaration
of Independence?

89,000 television ads

The Supreme C ourt has ruled that po litical money can be spent without limit. In the 2012 Senate
race between Tester and Rehberg no limits resulted in 89,000 TV ads —more than any other
Senate race in the country. So brace yourself, the flood is coming.

If we can't limit the flow of money, let's at least shine the light on where it's coming from. As the
candidates campaign around the state leading up to November, p ut them on the spot. As k them to
commit to bringing the dark donor s into the sunlight with the rest of us

Bob Brown, of Whitefish, is a former Montana secretary of state and Senate pre sident.

Copyright 2015 The Billings Gazette All rights reserved. This material may not be published. broadcast, rewritten or
redistributed

More from the Gazette

Guest opinion: State would surrender too much in CSKT compact

BY DEBBY BARRETT
13 hours ago 0

Guest opinion: Water compact best deal for present, future irrigators

BY WALT SALES
13 hours ago 0

Gazette opinion: Let's dispel myths about Medicaid

BY DICK BROWN AND JEAN BRANSCUM
February 17, 2015 12:00 am 0

Guest opinion: Montanans with disabilities deserve to keep resources
they earn

BY JESSICA KARJALA
February 17, 2015 12:00 am 0

Guest opinion: High school dropouts- pushed, pulled or
fallen out?

BY JANINE PEASE
February 16, 2015 12:00 am 0

Jon Tester: All eyes on the VA

BY U.S. SENATOR JON TESTER
February 15, 2015 12:00 am 0

Guest view: Net metering drives electricity costs the wrong way

BY JOHN FITZPATRICK EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS, NORTHWESTERN ENERGY

http://billingsgazette.com/news/opinion/guest/guest-opinion-bring-dark-money-into-light-o...

Page 2 of 4

2/18/2015




Guest opinion: Bring 'dark money' into light of public disclosure Page 3 of 4

February 14, 2015 12:00 am 0

Guest view: Don't let an emergency turn catastrophic

BY ALANA LISTOE MONTANA CREDIT UNION NETWORK
February 14, 2015 12:00 am Q

David Ignatius: On Iran, wait and see

BY DAVID IGNATIUS
February 13, 2015 12:00 am 0

Guest opinion: Small Montana businesses need fast
broadband access

:
N N

»;?@é’.r%?% 5A  BY JEFF MILCHEN
February 10, 2015 12:00 am 0

¥

Guest opinion: Legislators missed opportunity on solar power

BY BRAD VAN WERT
February 10, 2015 12:00 am 0

Guest opinion: 1 bill works best for building all Montana

BY MARGIE MACDONALD
February 10, 2015 12:00 am 0

Guest opinion: Stop NWE from ‘double dipping’ on costs

BY TOM WOODS AND RANDY PINOCCI
February 09, 2015 12:00 am 0

Ask the Judge: Thomas will serve Montana well

BY JUDGE RUSSELL FAGG
February 06, 2015 12:00 am 0

Guest opinion: State quota system limits competition, not drinking

BY PAUL CARTWRIGHT
February 06, 2015 12:00 am 0

Guest opinion: Powder River Training Complex is a winner

JOHN MICHAEL LOH
February 05, 2015 12:00 am 0

Guest opinion: Montana GOP will lose if closed primary plaintiffs
prevail

BY JIM SHOCKLEY
February 05, 2015 12:00 am 0

Guest opinion: U.S. needs balanced budget, not Obama's
spending list

-y 2 BY RYAN ZINKE U.S. REPRESENTATIVE
February 04, 2015 12:00 am 0

Guest opinion: What will oil price plunge mean for Montana?

PATRICK M. BARKEY
February 03, 2015 12:00 am 0

Guest opinion: All parts of mental health system need improvement

CASEY SCHREINER
February 03, 2015 12:00 am 0

http://billingsgazette.com/news/opinion/guest/guest-opinion-bring-dark-money-into-light-o...  2/18/2015




