
64th Legislature HB0244

AN ACT PROVIDING FOR AN APPROPRIATION FOR POTENTIAL LITIGATION TO IMPROVE AND PROTECT

THE STATE'S ACCESS TO AND GROWTH IN DOMESTIC AND INTERNATIONAL MARKETS AND OTHER

LITIGATION; PLACING CONDITIONS ON THE APPROPRIATION; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1.  Appropriation. (1) For the biennium beginning July 1, 2015, there is appropriated $1 million

from the general fund to the department of justice for litigation to improve and protect the state's access to and

growth in domestic and international markets for its products and natural resources including energy and other

major litigation. At least $200,000 of these funds may be expended only for actions that the attorney general

determines will likely establish, benefit, improve, or protect the state's access to domestic or international markets

and may be used at the discretion of the attorney general to cover the costs and fees of those actions, including

evaluating, commencing, or participating in legal actions or proceedings in state and federal courts or

administrative proceedings.

(2)  Any funds not expended or encumbered in the biennium must revert to the general fund.

(3)  The department of justice will report to the legislative finance committee prior to the end of each fiscal

year on any amounts expended or encumbered in that fiscal year for the purposes described in subsection (1). 

Section 2.  Effective date. [This act] is effective July 1, 2015. 

- END -
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