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HOUSE BILL NO. 512
INTRODUCED BY D. MORTENSEN, D. ANKNEY, E. ARNTZEN, S. BERGLEE, T. BROWN, V. COURT,
G. CUSTER, C. FISCUS, F. GARNER, D. HAGSTROM, B. HARRIS, K. HOLMLUND, D. JONES,
J. KARJALA, D. KARY, K. KELKER, A. KNUDSEN, M. LANG, S. LASZLOFFY, R. LYNCH, F. MANDEVILLE,
K. MCCARTHY, M. MCNALLY, C. PEASE-LOPEZ, A. REDFIELD, V. RICCI, T. RICHMOND, R. SHAW,
C. SMITH, S. STAFFANSON, N. SWANDAL, R. WEBB

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ESTABLISHING AN EASTERN MONTANA LABORATORY OF
CRIMINALISTICS IN YELLOWSTONE COUNTY; PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION FOR €ONSTRUBETHON
LEASING OF THE LABORATORY; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 44-3-301, MCA, is amended to read:

"44-3-301. Laboratory of criminalistics. (1) There is alaboratory of criminalistics within the department
of justice. The laboratory's purpose is to perform analysis of specimens submitted by all Montana state, county,
or city law enforcement officers and all state agencies and referral specimens from other states if accepted by
the laboratory director.

(2) The laboratory's functions include analysis of toxicologic and criminalistic specimens which the
laboratory director considers within the performance capability of the laboratory.

(3) The laboratory m

Montanabranchin-Yelowstone-County SHALL ESTABLISH A YELLOWSTONE COUNTY BRANCH. Each-branchmustbe

DETERMINE THE PURPOSES, DUTIES, AND FUNCTIONS OF EAEH-BRANEH THE YELLOWSTONE COUNTY BRANCH, BUT

PRIORITY IS GIVEN TO THE RELIEF OF THE BACKLOGS OF CHEMISTRY AND TOXICOLOGY STATEWIDE."
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NEW SECTION. Section 2. Appropriations. (1) fayFhereis-appropriated-$5-8-52.65millien-fromthe

appropriaterthe THE department is authorized to spend up to $346;666 $216:666 $310,000 OF GENERAL FUND ONE

TIME ONLY to secure appropriate leased facilities for the biennium and-theremainder-of-the—appropriation—in

stibsection(Hta)yrevertsto-the-genera-fund FOR THE YELLOWSTONE COUNTY BRANCH OF THE LABORATORY.
(2) There is appropriated $1+-8-mittiort $456;600 $1.2 MILLION from the general fund ONE TIME ONLY to the

department of justice for the biennium beginning July 1, 2015, to provide for personal services and operating
expenses, including training and initial operating expenses, of an eastern Montana branch of the laboratory of

criminalistics in Yellowstone County. Unspent funds revert to the general fund.

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Effective date. [This act] is effective July 1, 2015.

- END -
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