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SENATE BILL NO. 97
INTRODUCED BY C. VINCENT
BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING THE PROCESS TO CORRECTMSCEASSHHCATON
MODIFY CLASSIFICATION OF STATE WATER BODIES; REMOVING RESTRICTIONS ON THE ADOPTION

AND REVISION OF CLASSIFICATIONS; REMOVING THE EXCEPTION FOR TEMPORARY
CLASSIFICATIONS; AND AMENDING SEEHONS SECTION 75-5-302 ANBD7#5-5-763, MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 75-5-302, MCA, is amended to read:
"75-5-302.

misctassifieatiort REVISING CLASSIFICATIONS IN_ ACCORDANCE WITH EXISTING, PRESENT, AND FUTURE MOST

BENEFICIAL USES of water bodies.

- When the board or department

is presented with facts indicating that a body of water is misetassifieet NOT PROPERLY CLASSIFIED IN ACCORDANCE

WITH ITS EXISTING, PRESENT, AND FUTURE MOST BENEFICIAL USES, the beard department shall, within 90 days,

evaluate the facts and advise the board whether the water body is misetassifiest NOT PROPERLY CLASSIFIED. If the

board determines that the water body is misclassifiett NOT PROPERLY CLASSIFIED, the board shall initiate

rulemaking to eotrectthe-misctassificatiorr PROPERLY CLASSIFY THE WATER BODY IN ACCORDANCE WITH ITS EXISTING,

PRESENT, AND FUTURE MOST BENEFICIAL USES. BOARD ACTION PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION IS SUBJECT TO 75-5-307.
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