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SENATE BILL NO. 3351

INTRODUCED BY B. TUTVEDT, C. KAUFMANN2

3

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING THE COMPENSATION FOR COUNTY TAX APPEAL4

BOARD MEMBERS; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 15-2-201 AND 15-15-101, MCA."5

6

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:7

8

Section 1.  Section 15-2-201, MCA, is amended to read:9

"15-2-201.  Powers and duties. (1) It is the duty of the state tax appeal board to:10

(a)  prescribe rules for the tax appeal boards of the different counties in the performance of their duties11

and for this purpose may schedule meetings of county tax appeal boards, and it is the duty of all invited county12

tax appeal board members to attend if possible, and the cost of their attendance must be paid from the13

appropriation of the state tax appeal board;14

(b)  grant, at its discretion, whenever good cause is shown and the need for the hearing is not because15

of taxpayer negligence, permission to a county tax appeal board to meet beyond the normal time period provided16

for in 15-15-101(2)(4) to hear an appeal;17

(c)  hear appeals from decisions of the county tax appeal boards;18

(d)  hear appeals from decisions of the department of revenue in regard to business licenses, property19

assessments, taxes, except determinations that an employer-employee relationship existed between the taxpayer20

and individuals subjecting the taxpayer to the requirements of chapter 30, part 25, and penalties.21

(2)  Oaths to witnesses in any investigation by the state tax appeal board may be administered by a22

member of the board or the member's agent. If a witness does not obey a summons to appear before the board23

or refuses to testify or answer any material questions or to produce records, books, papers, or documents when24

required to do so, that failure or refusal must be reported to the attorney general, who shall thereupon institute25

proceedings in the proper district court to punish the witness for the neglect or refusal. A person who testifies26

falsely in any material matter under consideration by the board is guilty of perjury and punished accordingly.27

Witnesses attending shall receive the same compensation as witnesses in the district court. The compensation28

must be charged to the proper appropriation for the board.29

(3)  The state tax appeal board also has the duties of an appeal board relating to other matters as may30
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be provided by law."1

2

Section 2.  Section 15-15-101, MCA, is amended to read:3

"15-15-101.  County tax appeal board -- meetings and compensation. (1) The board of county4

commissioners of each county shall appoint a county tax appeal board, with a minimum of three members and5

with the members to serve staggered terms of 3 years each. The members of each county tax appeal board must6

be residents of the county in which they serve.7

(2) (a) The members receive compensation of $45 a day as provided in subsection (2)(b) and travel8

expenses, as provided for in 2-18-501 through 2-18-503, only when the county tax appeal board meets to hear9

taxpayers' appeals from property tax assessments or when they are attending meetings called by the state tax10

appeal board. Travel expenses and compensation must be paid from the appropriation to the state tax appeal11

board.12

(b) (i) The daily compensation for a member is as follows:13

(A)  $45 for 4 hours of work or less; and14

(B)  $90 for more than 4 hours of work.15

(ii)  For the purpose of calculating work hours in this subsection (2)(b), work includes hearing tax appeals,16

deliberating with other board members, and attending meetings called by the state tax appeal board.17

(3)  Office space and equipment for the county tax appeal boards must be furnished by the county. All18

other incidental expenses must be paid from the appropriation of the state tax appeal board.19

(2)(4)  The county tax appeal board shall hold an organizational meeting each year on the date of its first20

scheduled hearing, immediately before conducting the business for which the hearing was otherwise scheduled.21

At the organizational meeting, the members shall choose one member as the presiding officer of the board. The22

county tax appeal board shall continue in session from July 1 of the current tax year until December 31 of the23

current tax year to hear protests concerning assessments made by the department until the business of hearing24

protests is disposed of and, as provided in 15-2-201, may meet after December 31.25

(3)(5)  In counties that have appointed more than three members to the county tax appeal board, only26

three members shall hear each appeal. The presiding officer shall select the three members hearing each appeal.27

(4)(6)  In connection with an appeal, the county tax appeal board may change any assessment or fix the28

assessment at some other level. Upon notification by the county tax appeal board, the county clerk and recorder29

shall publish a notice to taxpayers, giving the time the county tax appeal board will be in session to hear30
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scheduled protests concerning assessments and the latest date the county tax appeal board may take1

applications for the hearings. The notice must be published in a newspaper if any is printed in the county or, if2

none, then in the manner that the county tax appeal board directs. The notice must be published by May 15 of3

the current tax year.4

(5)(7)  Challenges to a department rule governing the assessment of property or to an assessment5

procedure apply only to the taxpayer bringing the challenge and may not apply to all similarly situated taxpayers6

unless an action is brought in the district court as provided in 15-1-406."7

- END -8
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