
66th Legislature SB0232

AN ACT ALLOWING A COUNTY TO PAY FOR USE OF A BUILDING AS A POLLING PLACE IN CERTAIN

CIRCUMSTANCES; AND AMENDING SECTION 13-3-105, MCA.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1.  Section 13-3-105, MCA, is amended to read:

"13-3-105.  Designation of polling place. (1) The county governing body shall designate the polling

place for each precinct no later than 30 days before a primary election. The same polling place must be used for

both the primary and general election if at all possible. Changes may be made by the governing body in

designated polling places up to 10 days before an election if a designated polling place is not available. Polling

places may be located outside the boundaries of a precinct.

(2)  Not more than 10 days or less than 2 days before an election, the election administrator shall publish

in a newspaper of general circulation in the county a statement of the locations of the precinct polling places. The

election administrator shall include in the published notice the accessibility designation for each polling place

according to the classification in 13-3-207. Notice may also be given as provided in 2-3-105 through 2-3-107.

(3)  An election administrator may make changes in the location of a polling place if an emergency occurs

10 days or less before an election. Notice must be posted at both the old and new polling places, and other notice

may be given by whatever means available.

(4) (a) Any building may be used as a polling place. The building must be furnished at no charge as long

as no structural changes are required in order to use the building as a polling place.

(b)  If the building regularly used as a designated polling place is not available for an election because

of an unforeseen or temporary circumstance and no other suitable building is available free of charge, the county

may pay for use of a building as a temporary polling place for that election provided that the building meets the

polling place standards under this chapter. If a county pays for the use of a building as a temporary polling place

because of an unforeseen or temporary circumstance,  the county shall provide with its regular report on election

costs to the secretary of state  any costs incurred for use of a building pursuant to this subsection (4)(b).
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(5)  The exterior of the voting systems, or of the booths in which they are placed, and every part of the

polling place must be in plain view of the election judges."

- END -
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I hereby certify that the within bill,

SB 0232, originated in the Senate.

President of the Senate

Signed this day

of , 2019.

Secretary of the Senate

Speaker of the House

Signed this day

of , 2019.
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