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SENATE BILL NO. 394 1 

INTRODUCED BY B. MOLNAR, M. DUNWELL 2 

 3 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT ESTABLISHING STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS REGARDING 4 

PUBLIC NOTICE AND PARTICIPATION FOR LEGISLATIVE CONFERENCE AND FREE CONFERENCE 5 

COMMITTEES; PROVIDING MINIMUM NOTICE REQUIREMENTS; AND REQUIRING PREPARED 6 

AMENDMENTS TO BE POSTED ONLINE.” 7 

 8 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 9 

 10 

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Session conference committees -- public notice -- participation. (1) 11 

A meeting of a conference committee or free conference committee must be conducted as an open meeting, 12 

and minutes of the meeting must be kept. Pursuant to Article II, section 8, of the Montana constitution, 13 

committees are encouraged to provide at least 24 hours' notice and a minimum of 8 hours' notice to members 14 

of the committee, members of the  legislature, and members of the public. If less than 24 hours' notice is 15 

provided, the reason must be made public. A committee shall conduct a hearing with the opportunity for public 16 

comment for the purpose of commenting on proposed amendments or potential amendments to the bill. 17 

(2) Pursuant to Article II, section 9, of the Montana constitution, prepared amendments for a 18 

conference committee or free conference committee must be posted as a hyperlink on the electronic version of 19 

the daily agenda announcing the committee along with instructions to click on "Associated Amendments". 20 

Subsequent amendments must also be posted on the legislature's webpage that contains the history and status 21 

of the bill that is in the committee. 22 

 23 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Codification instruction. [Section 1] is intended to be codified as an 24 

integral part of Title 5, chapter 2, part 2, and the provisions of Title 5, chapter 2, part 2, apply to [section 1]. 25 

- END - 26 


