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Montana Legislative Services Division FAX (406) 444-3036

Office of the Executive Director

May 13, 2011 - UPDATED

To:  Legislative Leaders

From: Susan Byorth Fox, Executive Director

Re:  Leadership Funds and Legislator Interstate Organizations Training Funds

Leadership Funds

House Bill No. 1 (2011 feed bill) included funds that are controlled by the leaders for each
caucus. I have attached the monthly expenditure report through March 8, 2011. These funds are
discretionary for each leader and you can access these funds a couple of ways. We can either
reimburse you if you provide us with receipts, or if you know of your purchase ahead of time,
either Jennifer Simmons or I can use a state credit card and charge your account. Please
remember the memo that Karen Berger sent you earlier in the session cautioning you to not use
your funds for meals for which legislators are already paid through their per diem. If you have
any questions, please feel free to call me or Jennifer Simmons.

Interstate Organizations and Legislator Training funds

There are balances remaining in the CSG and NCSL organization funds for legislators for
appropriations in House Bill No. 2 (2009) which terminate June 30, 3011. The Legislative
Council has delegated the authority to approve the use of remainder of these funds to the current
caucus leaders. Any legislator may participate with approval from their caucus leader and up to
the amount of funds available. On November 17, 2010, the Legislative Council decided to divide
the balance four ways equally for each caucus. Below represents the balances as of November
17, 2010, Legislative Council Meeting minus any funds used since that date. The attached
spreadsheets indicate how the funds have been spent to date, but the balances for each caucus a
approved by the Legislative Council are listed below. This appropriation terminates June 30,
2011, and the balance reverts to the general fund, with 30% eligible to become carryforward to
be spent in the 2012-2013 biennium. Carryforward may be spent for any one-time purpose.

Council of State Government (CSG):

House Republicans: $3,915.83
House Democrats:  $3,915.83
Senate Republicans: $3,915.83
Senate Democrats:  $3,915.83 - $2,243.10 (Dec) = $1,672.73

Next fiscal year, the meetings are the CSG-West Annual meeting in Honolulu, Hawaii, July 30
through August 2, 2011, and Western Legislative Academy, October 3-6, 2011, in Colorado
Springs, CO.

Legislative Council
May 13, 2011
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National Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL):

House Republicans: $4,198.51
House Democrats:  $4,198.51
Senate Republicans: $4,198.51
Senate Democrats:  $4,198.51 - $2,541.06 (Dec) = $1,657.45

Next fiscal year, the meetings are the Annual Summit August 8-11 in San Antonio, TX and the
Fall Forum. It may be possible to use the remainder of the funds in this fiscal yar to pay for the
. early bird registration fee and potentially air travel.

The other interstate organizations are Pacific Northwest Economic Region, Legislative Council
on River Governance (CSG-West), and National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State
Laws (NCCUSL), have specific legislators appointed as members, and are not expected to meet
until next fiscal year. Their balances will revert to the General Fund and 30% will be eligible as
carryforward.

Please contact me with any questions. Thank you.
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