
July 25, 2006 

Governor Brian Schweitzer 
State Capitol 
P.O. Box 200801 
Helena, Montana 59620-0801 

h 

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COUNCl 
September 12, 2006 

J 

Exh~ b ~ t  3 
SIEBEN RANCH COMPANY 

Box 1683 

HELENA, MONTANA 59624 'u 

LEGISLATIVE ENVIRONMENTAL 
POLICY OFFlCE 

Dear Governor Schweitzer; 1 

y, I . ' ]  There have been sever? artic es in the print media referring to the "water tax" 
now paid by water right owners which includes us as Montana ranch owners. From my 
perspective I would like to offer a few comments. Our ranch has paid the $400.00 for the 
current cycle as we have more than 20 water rights. It was quoted in the paper that hard 
working farmers and ranchers that paid under $400.00 deserve a break. I guess that 
leaves me out of that category. 

When the proposal came forward to assess the fee (I do not consider it a tax) to 
properly adjudicate Montana water rights - there was grumbling - why hadn't the state 
fulfilled its responsibility? Because historical water rights are important to Montana and 
their users the process was accepted, although somewhat reluctantly, and the fee was 
paid. At this time there was no discussion of ally available budget surplus. It was quoted 
in the newspapers that people were not happy with the "water tax". Nobody is happy 
with new fees or taxes. What is important here is what was to be accomplished. This 
does not and should not turn into a partisan issue. Keep the fees - get the job done! 

Sincerely, 

John F. Baucus 

cc: w p .  Christopher Harris, Co-Chair, EQC 
Rep. Debby Barrett, Co-Chair, EQC 
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Evans, Krista Lee 

From: Bushnell, Dan 

Sent: 'Thursday, July 20, 2006 6:29 PM 

To: Evans, Krista Lee 

Subject: FW: Missoulian Don't sacrifice commitment with fee - Sunday, July 16, 2006 

From: McLane, Mike 
Sent: Monday, July 17, 2006 11:47 AM 
To: McLaughlin, Terri; Gilman, Jim; Moy, Rich; Stults, Jack 
Cc: Bushnell, Dan; Bryggman, Tim 
Subject: Missoulian Don't sacrifice commitment with fee - Sunday, July 16, 2006 

Monday, July 17 2006 ....... ........ 

WEATHER: 

Search 1 

1- " ' - 
HOME NEWS I SPORTS I CLASSlFlEDS I FEATURES ENTERTAINER I BRIDES I ARCHIVES I PHOTOGRAPHY REPRl 

NEWS Opinion 
Local News 
MontanalRea~onal Don't sacrifice commitment with fee - Sunday, July 16, 2006 - 
Nat~onIWorld 
Opln~on SUMMARY: Ellmlnating new water fee IS false economy ~f the cost IS clouded water r~gh ts .  

...Le~~rsto..th?-Ed'to<... I t  takes a pretty good idea to  get Democrats and Republicans agreeing - or a really bad one. 

When it comes to  abolishing a modest fee the Legislature imposed to  pay for clarifying water rig 
sounds good but could prove to  be a big mistake. 

Gov. Brian Schweitzer recently said he'll ask the Legislature t o  repeal the fee he signed into law 
. .-year. He proposes to use some of  the windfall taxes accumulating in the state's general fund to  1 

.......................... tax, which is intended to  speed up the decades-long process of  sorting out  or "adjudicating" wat 
", ,, statewide. 

Populist Schweitzer would continue collecting the fee from people and corporations with the larg' 
claims, those whose fees amount t o  more than $400 every other year. He'd give the break to  ne 
people billed this year for the first installment of $20-per-claim fees scheduled to  be collected eb 
year for the coming decade. The average claimant could look forward to  a $45 refund from Schvr 

Republicans had previously called for complete repeal of the fees. They're grumbling, understanc 
the governor's political plagiarism. 

University News 
hile the politicians tussle over whose great idea this is, let us point out tha t  the Legislature cre 

Honiestyles 
.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Water is essential t o  life and commerce but  in limited supply in Montana. The use of  water is a h 
important property right, without which a lot of  other property becomes next t o  worthless. The r 
water also have a huge effect on fisheries and other public resources and opportunities. Clear ar 
enforceable water rights are a necessity. 

Water rights start out pretty simply. You establish a right t o  water by taking water from a strear 












