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What co Energy Sthare?

* Energy Share of Montana is a
private nonprofit organization
whose mission is to help
Montanans who are facing energy
emergencies meet their needs
and move toward self-reliance.

s
111111111




What we ve done

*Since its establishment in 1982
Energy Share has helped over

36,500 Montana families with
$11.5 million.




Ounce - in-a-lifetime assistance

°*Energy Share bill
assistance is generally just
once in a lifetime.




Self -neliance & thelping eact: other
*Often, recipients repay some

or all of their assistance. We

use that money to help
someone else in their area

who is in need.




*We raise funds in the private sector
for bill assistance. This month
you'll see Energy Share donation
envelopes or pledge cards in your
utility bill or, if you're a member of
an electric cooperative, in the Rural
Montana magazine.
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*100% of the funds we raise
privately are used first in the
area from which they come. For
example, if someone in Billings
gives us $100, we use all of that
to help someone in need in the
Billings area.




* In addition to bill assistance we operate:

e 2 furnace & water heater safety and

efficiency programs for customers of Energy
West and MDU

» A weatherization program for Energy West
customers

 Arefrigerator replacement program for
qualifying elderly and disabled folks.




*In 1997 the Energy Share Board
established an endowment. It’s built
up enough now that over the past two
years we've used interest earnings to
co-fund the refrigerator replacement

program and match some private
funding from NWE.




Tudustry - wide nepresentation

* The Energy Share Board is made up of
representatives from the utility companies,
electric cooperatives, concerned citizens,
senior citizens, businesses, large electric
users, Human Resource Development
Councils, and others - all coming together
for the common good.
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Low adminiotrative cootd

* We keep our administrative costs low — last
year they were 7%.

Energy Share Administrative Costs
2008-2009

B Total Expenditures OAdministration




*Energy Share contracts with the
ten Human Resource

Development Councils
(HRDCs) around the state to
distribute our funds.




*The HRDCs also determine
eligibility for the federally
funded LIEAP program, so the
two programs dovetail very
well, saving resources.
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Local commitiees

* Each HRDC coordinates a local Energy
Share Committee, made up of
representatives from utility companies,
propane vendors, electric cooperatives,
other helping agencies, and minority
sectors.
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* These local committees review
applications and make decisions on
who will receive Energy Share bill
assistance. They work within
contractual guidelines to determine
this.




USE — an approach that wonks

* Energy Share was really able to
increase its impact in Montana when
USB came into existence. USB set in
motion a mechanism that provided
an incentive for large electric users to
support low-income energy
assistance programs.




Large electric usens

*Over the last 10 years large
electric users provided over
$1.9 million in energy
assistance and endowment
support.
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*At the same time, utility
companies and electric
cooperatives expanded or

initiated their support of low
Income energy assistance.
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Bl Avistance Dolliar Amounts from
USB Bill
Fiscal Year Assistance Total Bill Assistance
FYOO $245,448 $ 550,641
FYO1 $352,355 $ 733,164
FY02 $395,610 $ 608,963
FYO03 $325,197 $ 534,343
FYO04 $646,492 $ 887,949
FYO5 $462,700 $ 787,992
FYO06 $561,171 $ 890,486
FYO7 $659,521 $ 921,395
FY08 $703,127 $1,230,200
FYO09 $589,225 $ 977,765




is from USB...
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funding is from USB...

Weatherization
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USB. The other S0% of this tetal e
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* Emergency bill assistance funding would be

slashed

* There would be NO Furnace Safety Funding

* There would be NO Weatherization
funding

* Most likely our refrigerator replacement
program would be at least cut in half, if not
cut all together.




*So thank you for eliminating
the sunset on electric USB last
session, especially since food
stamp enrollments are up 24%
this year over last year.




*We urge you to maintain USB
funding under current Montana
law. In the last ten years it has
benefited over 16,000 Montana
families through Energy Share.
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First place drawing ~ Energy Share Annual Fourth
Grade Art Contest ~ BreElle Wacker of Melstone, Artist




