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Montana Co-ops’ Profile
25 electric distribution cooperatives

Consumer-owned

Mostly rural areas – all 56 counties

Largest collective distribution system

Federal power supplies & Basin Electric Power Cooperative



Co-op Wind Integration Efforts



Integration efforts
Simplified, streamlined interconnection application process



Integration efforts
Simplified, streamlined interconnection application process



Integration efforts
Expanded, liberalized net metering policies

All 25 electric co-ops allow net metering

Credit for full-year’s wind power production against co-op power bill.



Other integration efforts
PURPA purchase or wheeling

Purchase @ avoided cost

Power suppliers’ push
Basin Electric – 10 percent
BPA – More than 2,000 MW today, 6,000 x 2013



Key Challenges of Wind Integration



Key challenges
System impact

Large vs. small wind

Co-op systems built for very small loads

Can affect high-voltage lines outside system



Key challenges
Cost Issues

Advantaging or disadvantaging wind projects

Cost shifts

Low-cost hydropower 

Tax appetite           lack thereof



Key challenges
Safety

Backfeeds

Relays can fail

Standards to protect public & line personnel



Key challenges
Intermittency

Dramatic swings in power production



Questions?

Integrating Wind in Co-op Country


