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Montana’s       
on the Move

Energy as an 
economic driver



MONTANA
Energy Policy Filters

• Internationally – Global climate 
change

• Nationally – Energy independence

• Statewide – Jobs & growth in 
areas that suffer chronic 
dislocation



WIND BIOMASS

OIL and GAS OIL & GASCOAL

GEOTHERMAL



Montana Generation Capacity (MW)
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More new generation capacity in last 3 years        
than previous 20 years combined

Montana’s on the Move
The numbers tell the tale!

Centennial, Basin Creek, 
Judith Gap, Horseshoe Bend, 
Glacier Wind & Diamond 
Willow



MONTANA ISMONTANA IS

WINDWIND
COUNTRYCOUNTRY

ROPING THE WIND FOR TODAY’S POWER AND TOMORROW’S ENERGY SOLUTION



#1 state in 

wind      
 

power 

potential 

Class 3 and 

above

US Annual Average Wind Power

Montana is Wind Country



The Billings Gazette 
Tuesday, August 25, 2009 

“Study bumps Montana’s ranking to No. 
2 for wind potential”
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Glacier II Wind Farm
Wrapping up construction in Glacier and Toole counties 

A project of NaturEner USA

Phase II will create103.5 megawatts and when combined 
with Phase I - a total of 210 megawatts - it is Montana’s 
largest wind energy project

This will boost the state's wind power output to 376 
megawatts, and improve our national ranking in wind-
generated electricity from 21st to 18th. 



“NaturEner 210-megawatt wind farm near 
Shelby will be at full power later this 

month, making it the largest such 
facility in the state. But that won't last 
long if the developer's plans to build a 

309-megawatt facility 25 miles away 
bear fruit.” September 13, 2009



Other Near Term Wind Farms
Invenergy - Judith Gap expansion – 53.5 MW –
has transmission capacity, seeking PPA
Horizon – Martinsdale – 60 MW first phase (500 
MW potential)- has transmission capacity, 
seeking PPA 
Chafin – Beaver Creek near Reed Point – 100 
MW first phase (300 MW potential) – has 
transmission capacity, seeking project financing 
and PPA
MDU – Diamond Willow expansion near Baker, 
10 MW



Montana Standard | Posted: Friday, 
August 28, 2009

ANACONDA - Dirt was displaced Thursday 
for what some are calling Anaconda's first 
major economic development project in 
decades - NorthWestern Energy's $201.8 
million natural-gas-fired electric generation 
facility.



Montana Alberta Tie Ltd

Final stages of 
financing agreement 
with WAPA using 
ARRA funds

Naturener is 
committed to 300 
MW north to be 
constructed 2009



“MATL energy line a go”

SEPTEMBER 17, 2009

“Officials with the U.S. Department of 
Energy have reached a financing deal with 
a Canadian energy company, paving the 
way for construction of the $213 million 

Montana-Alberta Tie Line. “



The Economic Benefit of MATL
Tax revenue - annual $730,000 to the state and at least 
$100,000 to each county through which the line runs

An expected 55 MATL-related jobs will result in $4.6 
million in wages 

Associated wind projects will create 1400 short term jobs 
with an estimated $53 million in wages – long term 
Montana can count on $6 million in annual wages from 
permanent jobs and $8 million in annual county and 
state revenue 

Additionally, land owners with wind towers on their land 
will receive combined annual lease payments of $2.7 
million. 



Mountain States Transmission 
Intertie

Advanced stages of 
siting - route decision 
expected by the end 
of 2009 
NorthWestern Energy 
plans to hold open 
season this fall
1500 MW capacity 
$ 1billion cost



Colstrip to Garrison – 500 kV Line 
Upgrade

Joint agreement with four CTS owners and BPA

Initial study completed summer 2009

Additional 500 -600 MW

Project cost - $207 million

In-service date - 2012



Chinook

3,000 MW HVDC line

$ 2 billion cost

Open Season to 
Commence October 
13, 2009



Northern Lights

Northern Lights/ 
Inland Intertie

ID - NW

MT - NW - CA

Routing 
Challenge

NWEBPA

Potential Paths from MT to NW

Increasing Transfers from MT to NW

750 MW



Media Advisory
September 22, 2009 

TransCanada Announces Open Seasons for 
Zephyr and Chinook Power Transmission 

Lines 
Chinook bidder conference - October 15, 

2009 – Las Vegas



DC is Environmentally Superior
AC Corridor with 3 @ 
500kV lines, for a total 
capacity of 3000-4000 MW

DC Corridor with 1 @ 500kV 
bi-pole line, for a total 
capacity of 3000 MW

EASIER PERMITTING

LESS LINE LOSS



Transmission Collector System

Several developers are working on 
Montana collector systems
Radial gathering systems to access 
Chinook and MSTI trunk lines
One plan involves multi-state wind 
generation combined with energy storage 
to improve capacity factors and 
transmission utilization



MONTANA
GREEN POWER

CAN SERVE 
CANADA, THE 
PACIFIC NW, 

THE 
SOUTHWEST 

AND 
CALIFORNIA
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AND CALIFORNIA

ENERGY 
CONSUMPTION
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WGA Transmission Planning

Governor Schweitzer calls WGA winter 
meeting – devoted to transmission –
December 16-17, San Diego
WGA / WECC submit joint $38 million 
transmission planning grant application to 
US DOE – funding decision expected 
November 2, 2009 



Transmission Work Group

Next meeting – October 15, 2009 –
Red Lion Inn, Helena



Montana’s       
on the Move

Energy as an 
economic driver



Tom Kaiserski – Program Manager
Chantel McCormick – Senior Energy Development Specialist

Linda Palagi - Energy Development Specialist
Sarah Trueax-Desmond – Program Assistant

406-841-2030  www.commerce.mt.gov/energy


