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Workforce Investment Board
http://swib.mt.gov

Federal Law Citation: 29 U.S.C. 2821
Statutory Citation: Section 53-2-1203, MCA

The purpose of the Federal Workforce Investment Act (1998), as stated in 29 U.S.C.
2811, et seq., is to "provide workforce investment activities . . . that increase the
employment, retention, and earnings of participants, and increase occupational skill
attainment by participants, and, as a result, improve the quality of the workforce, reduce
welfare dependency, and enhance the productivity and competitiveness of the Nation."
The Act further states that the "Governor of a State shall establish a State workforce
investment board to assist in the development of the State plan" and to carry out other
functions.

The State Workforce Investment Board serves in an advisory capacity to the Governor
on workforce investment issues and provides broad oversight to Montana's two local
Workforce Investment Boards. The State Board conducts much of its work through
committees and has established the following committees for the 2009-10 interim:
Apprenticeship Advisory Committee, Executive Committee, Career Clusters and Big Sky
Pathways Committee, Incumbent and New Worker Training Committee, Workforce
Investment Act Committee, and the Youth Council. The Board is staffed from the
Commissioner's Office of the Montana Department of Labor and Industry.

Membership
The Board must include:
# the Governor or the Governor's designee;
# two members of the House of Representatives, one from the majority party and

one from the minority party, and two members of the Senate, one from the
majority party and one from the minority party, appointed by the presiding officer
of each respective chamber; and

# individuals appointed by the Governor, including: 
< representatives of businesses located in Montana who are owners of

businesses, chief executive or operating officers, and other business
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executives or employers with optimum policymaking or hiring authority,
including business members of local boards, and represent businesses
with employment opportunities that reflect the employment opportunities in
Montana;

< chief elected officials of local government;
< representatives of labor organizations;
< representatives of individuals and organizations who have experience with

respect to youth activities;
< representatives of individuals and organizations who have experience and

expertise in the delivery of workforce investment activities;
< representatives of the state agencies who are responsible for the

programs and activities that are carried out by the one-stop centers,
including but not limited to the Montana Department of Labor and Industry;
the Montana Department of Public Health and Human Services; the Office
of the Commissioner of Higher Education; and the Office of Public
Instruction;

< at least one representative of military veterans; and
< other representatives who the Governor may designate.

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD

Legislative Members

Rep. Arlene Becker (D)
1440 Lewis Ave.
Billings, MT 59102-4240
Ph: 245-7256
arlene_becker@bresnan.net

Rep. Jesse O'Hara (R)
2221 Holly Ct.
Great Falls, MT 59404-3562
Ph: 761-0088
jesse59404@yahoo.com

Sen. Kim Gillan (D)
750 Judicial Ave. 
Billings, MT 59105-2130
Ph: 248-6063
glonky@aol.com

Sen. Ryan Zinke (R)
409 W 2nd St.
Whitefish, MT 59937-3010
Ph: 862-0823
ryan@zinkeforsenate.com
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Public and State Agency Members

Mr. Evan Barrett
Montana Governor's Office
Office of Economic Development
P.O. Box 200801
Helena, MT 59620-0801
Ph: 444-5470
ebarrett@mt.gov

Ms. Martina Copps, Vice Presiding
Officer
Copps Hardware
117 E North St.
Ph: 436-2811
mmcopps@midrivers.com

Mr. Dave Crum
McLaughlin Research Institute
1520 23rd St. South
Great Falls, MT 59405
Ph: 452-6208
davec@po.mri.montana.edu

Mr. Thomas Curry
International Brotherhood of Electrical
Workers #5
1238 Yale
Billings, MT 59102
Ph: 861-4526
tomcurry@bresnan.net

Mr. John DeMichiei
Roundup, MT

Mr. Michael DesRosier
Glacier County Commissioner
P.O. Box 2800
Browning, MT 59417
Ph: 873-5063
mjdesr@yahoo.com

Mr. Henry Dykema
Sundance Solar Systems
67 Vernetti Rd
Red Lodge, MT  59068-9561
Ph: 425-1153

Ms. Connie Eissinger
P.O. Box 86
Brockway, MT 59214
Ph: 485-3500
ceissngr@midrivers.com

Mr. Brad Eldredge
Office of Commissioner of Higher
Education
2500 Broadway St.
P.O. Box 203201
Helena, Montana 59620-3201 
Ph: 444-0315
beldredge@montana.edu

Ms. Georgia Gibbs-Atkinson
TJ's Truck Stop
P.O. Box 183
Poplar, MT 59255
Ph: 768-3371
dove_43@yahoo.com

Mr. Michael Grove
Bank of the Rockies
P.O. Box 581
White Sulphur Springs, MT 59645
Ph: 547-3331
mgrove@bankoftherockies.com
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Mr. Kirk Hammerquist
Hammerquist Casalegno, Inc.
1645 Hwy 93 South, Suite J
Kalispell, MT 59901
Ph: 257-6856
jackie@hc-mt.com

Ms. Jacquie Helt
Montana State AFL-CIO
208 E Main
Missoula, MT 59802
Ph: 549-5931
iorganize@aol.com

Ms. Vicki Judd
Missoula, MT

Ms. Denise Juneau
Montana Office of Public Instruction
300 11th Ave.
P.O. Box 202501
Helena, MT 59620-2501
Ph: 444-5658
djuneau@mt.gov

Mr. Keith Kelly
Montana Department of Labor and
Industry
P.O. Box 1728
Helena, MT 59624-1728
Ph: 444-3299
kkelly@mt.gov

Ms. Maureen Kenneally
Town Pump, Inc.
600 S Main
Butte, MT 59701
Ph: 497-6700
maureenk@townpump.com

Mr. George Kipp
Blackfeet Manpower Program
P.O. Box 1090
Browning, MT 59417
Ph: 338-2111
george_kipp@yahoo.com

Mr. Robbe Lindsay
Bear Grass Productions
6610 Justin Ct.
Missoula, MT 59803
Ph: 370-8277
robbel@porterblock.com

Mr. Mike McGinley, Commissioner
Beaverhead County
2 S Pacific St, CL #4
Dillon, MT 59725
Ph: 683-3750
mmcginley@co.beaverhead.mt.us

Mr. Thomas McKenna
McKenna Real Estate Agency
P.O. Box 1203
Lewistown, MT 59457
Ph: 538-8736
tmmckenna@midrivers.com

Mr. Dan Miles, Presiding Officer
Summit Valley Title Co.
36 N Lake Dr.
Butte, MT 59701
Ph: 723-3043
dan@summitvalleytitle.net

Mr. Rodney Miller
Fort Peck Assiniboine and Sioux Tribes
P.O. Box 901
Wolf Point, MT 59201
Ph: 768-5805
rodm@nemontel.net
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Ms. Sandi Miller
Montana Interactive, LLC
101 N Rodney, Suite 3
Helena, MT 59601
Ph: 449-3468
sandimiller@mt.gov

Mr. Jim Paquette
Billings, MT

Mr. Tony Preite
Montana Department of Commerce
301 S Park
P.O. Box 200501
Helena, MT 59620-0501
Ph: 841-2704
tpreite@mt.gov

Mr. Jeff Rupp
District IX HRDC
32 S Tracy
Bozeman, MT 59715
Ph: 585-4868
hrdc9jr@aol.com

Mr. Alan Skari
Skari Farms
P.O. Box 306
Chester, MT 59522
Ph: 292-3660
skari@ttc-cmc.net

Ms. Anna Whiting-Sorrell
Montana Department of Public Health
and Human Services
111 N Sanders
P.O. Box 4210
Helena, MT 59620
Ph: 444-5622
awhiting-sorrell@mt.gov

Ms. Linda Woods
Trapper Creek Job Corps
5139 West Fork Rd.
Darby, MT 59829
Ph: 821-3286
lwoods@fs.fed.us

Staff
Leisa Smith
Montana Department of Labor and Industry
P.O. Box 1728
Helena, MT 59624-1728
Ph: 444-1609
lsmith@mt.gov




