
Department of Natural Department of Natural 
Resources and Conservation, Resources and Conservation, 
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State Water Projects BureauState Water Projects Bureau



DNRC DNRC -- SWPSWP
Administers the Operation and Maintenance of Administers the Operation and Maintenance of 
StateState--Owned Water Storage Projects.Owned Water Storage Projects.
State Water Conservation Board State Water Conservation Board –– Created in 1934 Created in 1934 
–– Main goals to build water infrastructure and reduce Main goals to build water infrastructure and reduce 
unemployment  unemployment  
Majority of Projects built 1937 Majority of Projects built 1937 --19411941
21 Active Storage Projects remain.  Consists of 24 21 Active Storage Projects remain.  Consists of 24 
Dams; 250 miles of Canals; one Hydro FacilityDams; 250 miles of Canals; one Hydro Facility
Approximately 300,000 AcApproximately 300,000 Ac--Ft (Shares) MarketedFt (Shares) Marketed
Provide technical assistance to MFWP on MFWP Provide technical assistance to MFWP on MFWP 
owned dams. owned dams. 





DNRC DNRC -- SWPSWP

High Hazard Dams in Montana High Hazard Dams in Montana –– 100+/100+/--
SWP High Hazard Dams / StructuresSWP High Hazard Dams / Structures–– 19  19  
(additional 5 dams on USFS Lands, 1 dam (additional 5 dams on USFS Lands, 1 dam 
under FERC, and 1 low hazard dam) under FERC, and 1 low hazard dam) 

High Hazard means loss of life probable if dam High Hazard means loss of life probable if dam 
fails.  It is NOT a reflection of its current physical fails.  It is NOT a reflection of its current physical 
condition.condition.



DNRC DNRC -- SWPSWP
Ongoing Projects:Ongoing Projects:
-- Ruby Dam Final DesignRuby Dam Final Design
-- Deadmans Basin Outlet RehabDeadmans Basin Outlet Rehab
-- TwoTwo--Dot Canal Repairs & LiningDot Canal Repairs & Lining
-- Nevada Creek Canal Layout & DropsNevada Creek Canal Layout & Drops
-- Martinsdale Toe Drain MonitoringMartinsdale Toe Drain Monitoring
-- Cataract Dam PreCataract Dam Pre--FeasibilityFeasibility
-- East Fork Rock Creek Fish ScreenEast Fork Rock Creek Fish Screen



Future Rehab Efforts Future Rehab Efforts -- DamsDams

Painted Rocks  Painted Rocks  -- Gates / Conduit / Spillway Gates / Conduit / Spillway 
(1940)(1940)
Frenchman Dam Frenchman Dam –– Spillway (1952)Spillway (1952)
Willow Creek Dam Willow Creek Dam –– Spillway (1938)Spillway (1938)
East Fork Rock Creek Dam East Fork Rock Creek Dam –– Spillway / Site Spillway / Site 
Drainage (1938, Partial Rehab 1996)Drainage (1938, Partial Rehab 1996)
Fred Burr Fred Burr –– (1948)(1948)
Cottonwood Cottonwood –– Spillway / Conduit (1953)Spillway / Conduit (1953)



Future Rehab Efforts Future Rehab Efforts -- CanalsCanals
Deadmans Basin Supply Canal Deadmans Basin Supply Canal –– 11.5 Miles, 600 11.5 Miles, 600 
cfscfs
Nevada Creek Delivery Canals Nevada Creek Delivery Canals –– 26 Miles, 50 cfs26 Miles, 50 cfs
Martinsdale Delivery Canal (Two Dot) Martinsdale Delivery Canal (Two Dot) -- 32 Miles, 32 Miles, 
120 cfs120 cfs
Martinsdale Supply Canal and DropMartinsdale Supply Canal and Drop



Funding SourcesFunding Sources

RRGL Program RRGL Program -- Grants and LoansGrants and Loans
 Grant Grant -- $100,000$100,000
 Loan Loan –– DNRC Acquires DNRC Acquires \\ WUA RepaymentWUA Repayment
DNRC Hydropower Rehab Account DNRC Hydropower Rehab Account 
DNRC Water Storage AccountDNRC Water Storage Account
Private Funding Private Funding -- WUAWUA
Other Funding Sources: FRIMA (USFWS), Other Funding Sources: FRIMA (USFWS), 
NRCS, USBOR, DFWP Future Fisheries, NRCS, USBOR, DFWP Future Fisheries, 
NRDG Program, etc.NRDG Program, etc.



RUBY DAM SPILLWAY



Concrete Deterioration



Concrete Deterioration













Straight Chute – Bair Dam



EAST FORK ROCK CREEKEAST FORK ROCK CREEK



EAST FORK ROCK CREEKEAST FORK ROCK CREEK













Tongue River PreTongue River Pre--RehabRehab



Instream Storage Tongue River
Irrigates ~30,000 acres

Tongue River





Fred BurrFred Burr



Painted RocksPainted Rocks



Painted RocksPainted Rocks



East Fork of Rock CreekEast Fork of Rock Creek


