
 
 
 
 
 
Over the past 25 years Thrive has built an interconnected system of programs designed to support 
the healthy growth and development of all children. These programs are based on the core beliefs 
that: 1) stable family life and quality parenting are directly related to a child’s opportunities for 
learning and success; 2) the road to success begins in the earliest years with children who are born 
healthy and raised in safe and nurturing families; 3)  we can best impact good outcomes for children 
when systems, organizations and communities work collaboratively to support families and children; 
4) creating the right conditions for early growth development are more effective and less costly than 
addressing problems later; 5) healthy child development is the foundation for community and 
economic development; 6) because children live in the context of their families, services are most 
effective when they focus on the entire family rather than the child alone.  

 
Thrive, a community, non-profit, has designed and implemented a number of pro-active programs, 
which are crucial to the well-being of children in our local community.  At the heart of what we do, 
is a preventative, strength-based, empowerment model of working with parents and children.  We 
provide families with the resources, tools, strategies and support to accomplish their most important 
goal – raising healthy, successful children. Programs have been developed using evidence-informed 
and evidence-based practices and adapted to meet local community need.   Thrive has developed 
critical partnerships that are enhanced by the sharing of design, implementation, management, 
evaluation and financial resources and responsibilities. Our commitment to collaboration is fueled 
by the belief that only by utilizing the best and the brightest in the fields of health, child 
development, child care, education, youth development and economic development, can we 
effectively impact our target group and avoid duplication. This approach, which has the success of 
the child at its center, results in the highest quality services, maximizes scarce resources and has a 
powerful impact on outcomes for children. We employ rigorous evaluation methods to ensure 
program efficacy. Data is collected throughout the year and analyzed on an annual basis. Thrive has 
been recognized for innovation, effective programs, quality operations and strong collaborations at 
the local, state, regional and national level. Program outcomes include: increased parent/child 
bonding and attachment, increased parental knowledge of child development, improved parenting 
skills, reduced family isolation, enhanced child development, improved home environments, 
increased student academic and social performance, attainment of family goals,  and improved  
parent engagement with schools. We benefit from the time and talents of over 700 volunteers, an 
amazing board, a remarkable professional staff and the loyal support of foundation, business and 
individuals.  
 



 
The Thrive Five  
Signature Programs  
 
The Parent Place Family Resource Centers (in Bozeman and Belgrade) - The Parent Place 
provides free parenting information, classes, groups, support, and resources for all community 
parents including underserved populations - fathers, grandparents, parents who speak English as a 
second language and single parents. The Parent Place has designed several state of the art 
curriculums for parents including the ‘Thriving Series’. These classes provide information and 
proactive parenting practices that support healthy child development. The classes are held at local 
schools to help families view schools as a resource and emphasize the importance of partnerships 
between parents and teachers. Classes that are being offered currently are: Thriving Tots for parents 
of children 0-5; Thriving Kinders for parents of children entering Kindergarten and Thriving 
Tweens for parents of students entering 6th grade. In production is a class for parents of students 
entering high school.  The Parent Place also offers Love and Logic classes, groups for dads and teen 
parents and professional development training for teachers and early childhood educators.  
Partnership to Strengthen Families -The Partnership to Strengthen Families Project is an 
intensive, home visiting, family support program for young, highly challenged parents with children 
ages 0-5. Family support workers provide individualized support to assist family in setting and 
reaching goals, teach child development information, model parenting, and connect the family with 
community resources. Health nurses provide health information and services, mental health 
professional provide individual and group services and quality early care is provided to ensure a 
strong foundation for learning. Thrive, Gallatin City- County Health Dept, Gallatin Mental Health 
Center and Bozeman Schools Hawks Nest program work collaboratively to deliver these services.   
Child Advancement Program  (CAP) - CAP is one of the first school-based programs in the 
country. It provides community mentors to students K-12 during school hours. CAP is a 
collaboration between Thrive and Bozeman Schools and is part of a comprehensive approach that 
works in conjunction with the parent liaison program and the school district counseling and 
prevention programs.   
The Parent Liaison Program - Parent Liaison is a parent engagement program created based on 
the belief that the ability of parents to communicate effectively and solve problems with schools and 
the ability of schools to engage parents as partners in their mission to educate students, directly 
effects the child’s ability to succeed. The Parent Liaison program views every family as critical to the 
success of their children. Parent Liaisons answer parent questions about schools, the community and 
kid’s ages and stages and support the efforts of parents and teachers to partner in building the 
capacity of children to learn and grow. Parents and schools, together focus on a common goal - 
successful children. The Parent Liaison program is a collaboration between Thrive and Bozeman 
Schools.    
Girls for a Change (GFAC) – GFAC began as a local grass roots initiative with the goal of 
increasing awareness, opportunities and leadership skills of local teen girls. Two Thrive designed 
curriculums help girls ages 10-18 to: identify their strengths and abilities; build leadership and civic 
engagement skills; and find balance in a challenging and demanding world. GFAC fosters self-
sufficient citizens who will be an asset to their families and communities. A girl’s led state 
conference committee designs and offers an annual conference for more than 200 teen girls from 
over 40 Montana communities. We are working in partnership with Montana State University to 
enhance opportunities for young women. We will implement a new national model program Girls 
on the Run in Belgrade Schools in fall of 2012. 


