
Resolution No. 12 -

Declaration of Support for Coal Use & Development

WHEREAS, coal represents the most abundant source of energy in the United States of
America; and

WHEREAS, coal is one of the most reliable and affordable source of fuel for electric
generation; and

WHEREAS, consumers, businesses, communities and service providers need affordable

energy more than ever, in this time of economic uncertainty, and stand to benefit from affordable
and reliable coal- based electricity; and

WHEREAS, the United States holds more coal reserves than any other nation, and

Montana is home to the largest coal reserves in the United States with nearly 1/ 3 of the estimated
recoverable reserves; and

WHEREAS, Montana' s annual coal production is currently only 1/ 20 of a percent of our
estimated recoverable reserves and, at our current rate of production, would take over 1, 600
years to exhaust Montana' s coal reserves; and

WHEREAS, development of Montana' s coal resources will create thousands of new jobs
and provide millions of dollars in tax revenue for state and local government; and

WHEREAS, the coal reserves in Montana can meet the demands of the domestic market
and earn revenue for the State of Montana by being exported to foreign markets via west coast
ports; and

WHEREAS,  coal generated electricity has increased by 183%  since 1970,  while

emissions from coal- based power plants has been cut by 75% per generation unit;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of County Commissioners
for Yellowstone County supports the continued use and development of coal- based power in the
United States and supports the expansion of additional shipping capacity in existing ports in
order to allow for the sale of Montana resources to emerging markets.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of County Commissioners,  Yellowstone

County, Moit ,na on this 5th day of June, 2012.
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July 17, 2012 
 
Chairman Olson and committee members, 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to join you by phone today. By way of background, I serve on the Missoula 

City Council where I represent 10,000 constituents in Ward 1—a ward that is bisected by the Montana Rail 

Link mainline and rail yard. I chair the council’s Conservation committee and formerly chaired the council’s 

Public Safety and Health Committees, both of which have oversight roles relative to public and 

environmental health matters in our Missoula. 

 

Currently, on average, 15 trains pass through the heart of Missoula every day. (Much to my chagrin, not a one 

of them are passenger trains, but that’s a discussion for another day.) Even at the rate of 15 trains per day, I 

frequently receive complaints from my constituents about intolerable levels of diesel exhaust, noise, possible 

coal dust, and traffic congestion at a major at-grade crossing at the mouth of the Rattlesnake Valley. Indeed, 

the Madison/Greenough crossing sees about 5,000 vehicles a day and is one of only two ingress/egress 

routes from the Rattlesnake Valley into downtown Missoula. It’s not uncommon to receive reports of 

individual trains blocking this crossing in excess of ten minutes. 

 

I want to thank Montana Rail Link for recently installing auxiliary power units in their engines, which helps 

reduce idling times and emissions, but idling still occurs, as does high levels of noise from the rail yard, train 

whistles at the at-grade crossings, traffic congestion, and reports of unacceptable levels of diesel emissions 

and fumes. These current levels of impacts remain unmitigated, so my concern relative to increased rail traffic 

through my community is that additional impacts will also go unmitigated. As a concrete example of this, we 

could certainly initiate the process of adopting a quiet zone through Missoula to address train whistles, but to 

implement the project would cost our residents several hundred thousand dollars to install the necessary at-

grade crossing equipment. The need to do so, though, will become ever more acute with a predicted 

exponential increase in coal train traffic, and I have little enthusiasm for creating special improvement 

districts or increasing taxes to mitigate the impacts caused by those outside our community. 

 

Resolution 7701, adopted by the Missoula City Council on May 21, 2012, urges the U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers to develop a comprehensive, programmatic environmental impact statement for the proposed coal 

export terminals in Oregon and Washington. Such an analysis would not only examine impacts at the physical 

location of the proposed facilities, but would look at all of the upline impacts from the export terminals to 

the source of the coal in the Powder River Basin. I believe that communities throughout Montana should 

know the impacts of coal train traffic if and when the export terminals are operating at full capacity. To do 

otherwise is shortsighted and a disservice to those we represent. 

 

Don’t get me wrong, I’m about as outspoken an advocate of freight and passenger rail in Montana as you’ll 

find. But as a local elected official, I want to make sure that those responsible for mining and shipping coal 
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through Montana bear the burden of mitigating any adverse impacts they cause in my community--be they 

environmental, economic, or social impacts. And make no mistake, this is a social justice issue. The residential 

neighborhoods that adjoin the rail yard in Missoula are some of the poorest and low income in my 

community. For any of you familiar with Missoula, there is a pretentiously named subdivision in Missoula’s 

south hills called Mansion Heights. You’ll find no Mansion Flats along the rail yard, so, once again, the 

economically disadvantaged will end up bearing the brunt of the impacts from increased train traffic in 

Missoula, and that, too, is unacceptable to me. 

 

At some point in the near future, rail lines in Montana will reach a saturation point requiring major upgrades 

to infrastructure. I have no doubt that if there is money to be made, MRL and BNSF will make the necessary 

investments to increase rail capacity; I have no such confidence that out of goodwill they’ll build grade 

separated crossings, enhance at-grade crossings to be quiet zone-compliant, or move rail yards out of 

residential areas to mitigate adverse impacts. Without a doubt, economic benefits will accrue through 

upgrading rail infrastructure and ongoing operation of coal trains, but at what cost? 

 

 

So whether it’s by means of the Army Corps of Engineers conducting a programmatic EIS or possible 

analysis and mitigations mandated by the U.S. Surface Transportation Board, communities in Montana need 

answers and assurances that we’re not going to be left picking up the tab for millions of dollars in mitigations. 

The history of the state of Montana is writ large with individuals and corporations quick to turn a buck but 

just as quick to let the rest of us pick up the tab for cleaning up their messes and mitigating their impacts. We 

can do better, we must do better, and let’s work together to actually do better in the future. 

 

Thanks for the opportunity to join you today. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

/x/ Dave Strohmaier 

 

Dave Strohmaier 

Missoula City Councilman, Ward 1 
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Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Jason Wiener [JWiener@ci.missoula.mt.us]
Sent: Tuesday, July 17, 2012 12:58 PM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja
Cc: Dave Strohmaier; brycebennett1@gmail.com; cwilliams@montanadsl.net
Subject: Coal train traffic comments

Please pass this comment to the ETIC for their meeting in Billings today. 
  
****** 
  
Good afternoon. 
  
I am sorry that I cannot join the committee by phone. I am in a meeting of Missoula's Metropolitan Planning Organization 
this afternoon and we are making some budget decisions that I need to be present for. 
  
My Council district of about 11,000 residents in northeast Missoula is bisected by the existing Montana Rail Link main line 
and adjacent to the existing train yard. We live with the consequences of the existing industrial activity of the railyard 
each day. We get by but I also get a good number of people writing about the noise, emissions and traffic blockages from 
the current level of activity. In fact, the trains are one of the main things that constituents write to me about. 
  
There are benefits to Missoula from this industry. There are also impacts. As it stands, I am hard-pressed to even 
quantify those impacts when constituents raise the issue to me, let alone mitigate real impacts to my constituents' health 
and well-being. Increased train traffic due to coal exports will exacerbate the impacts we are experiencing now and I'd be 
an irresponsible representative of my constituents to ignore those potential future impacts when there is an opportunity 
to avoid or, at least, mitigate them at the outset of an extended program of coal exports. Therefore, I supported the 
resolution asking for a Programmatic EIS when it came before City Council and urge the legislature to take up its 
responsibility in this regard. 
  
We have, at best, a host of unanswered questions about how the transportation of coal to new export terminals will 
impact Missoula. My constituents deserve clear answers to questions like how many more trains per day will be blocking 
streets they rely on for access and passing by their homes adjacent to the tracks. Thus far, there have been no clear 
answers to even basic questions about the volume of trains. We need these answers as well as a determination of what 
mitigation will be required so that the export of coal and the greater profits from both its mining and transportation are 
not merely made at the expense of Montanans along the way. 
  
Please do your due diligence about the transportation impact of increased coal exports and get the mitigation needed to 
not degrade the health and well-being of the Montanans you and I represent in place at the outset of this large industrial 
project. 
  
Regards, 
J. 

  

********* 

Jason Wiener, Alderman, Ward One 

1122 Jackson St. 

Missoula, MT 59802 
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Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: FW: Hi Sonja.....good talking with you this morning....hope your trip to Billings was 'uneventful'

 
 

From: Terry Whiteside [mailto:twhitesd@wtp.net]  
Sent: Friday, July 13, 2012 12:49 PM 
To: Nowakowski, Sonja 
Cc: Whiteside, Terry 
Subject: Hi Sonja.....good talking with you this morning....hope your trip to Billings was 'uneventful' 
 

Hi Sonja:   I was attending the Montana Rail Service Competition Council meeting yesterday in 
Helena and was asked if I could attend the ETIC meeting on Monday and Tuesday in Billings.  
Unfortunately, I am doing a presentation in SK, Canada and have to fly on Monday - so sorry.  I look 
forward to meeting with your committee at some future meeting 
 
Background: Whiteside & Associates and G.W. Fauth & Associates just completed a study entitled 
"Heavy Traffic Ahead" Rail Impacts of Powder River Basin Coal to Asia By Way of the Pacific 
Northwest Terminals and this report is available at www.heavytrafficahead.org  
 
This report was commissioned by the WORC - the Western Organizational of Resource Councils.   
 

Our  Goal, in this study, was to develop a factual predicate of the announced coal 
volumes anticipated at the 9 proposed and/or under construction sites on the PNW 
coast and get the conversations initiated that need to be initiated between all of the 
stakeholders - coal mining companies, city and towns, state government, legislature, 
coal shippers, other rail commodities shippers, etc.  The movement of coal 
anticipated is unprecedented.  
 
The origins studies included the Canadian ports of Prince Rupert (Ridley), 
Westshore (Vancouver) - Roberts Banks, North Vancouver - Neptune, Cherry Point, 

WA (Bellingham), Longview, WA - Millennium, Grays Harbor, WA - Hoquiam, Coos Bay, OR - Mitsui, 
St. Helens, OR - Westward and Boardman, OR - Port of Morrow. 
 
What our study did was take the volumes and build them back into the rail system across WA, ID and 
into Montana.  We then built models to segment the rail traffic onto the system and looked at line-by-
line/segment by segment analysis for both the 5 year (2017) and the 10 year (2022) time periods.  
The projected Annual PRB to PNW coal tons (short tons) are up to 75 MM tons by 2017 and up to 
170 MM tons by 2022 which translates to between 22 to 58 additional trains per day through the 
Billings area and 28 to 63 trains per day in Spokane, WA.  To put that in perspective if we take a look 
at all of the grain traffic that moves to the PNW - corn, soybean, wheat, barley, grain, dry peas, dry 
beans, cottonseeds, etc. volumes are just over 38 MM tons per year. 
 
One of the critique of this report has been that it unrealistic to believe that all of the proposed capacity 
of the 9 terminals will ultimately be built - however if we look at the two terminals that are under 
construction and undergoing permitting - Cherry Point and Longview - together they plan to ship over 
100 MM per year. 
 



2

This is the first analysis that we know of that quantifies the tonnages ( and trains) that will be moving 
over the rail line segments.   We also included the Signal Peak bituminous coal movements to 
Westshore in the analysis.    There are future capacity issues on the rail system that will be faced as 
the volumes ramp up.  BNSF has in the press in the last few days indicated that they don't foresee 
any capacity issues and they are just getting to pre-recession traffic levels.   However, the 
 Washington DOT in their Rail Freight Study 2009  - the Rail Plan and forecasts looking at 2010-
2030.  Many of the impacted railroad tracks (BNSF routes across Washington) are already at, near or 
exceed capacity and the existing infrastructure needs significant upgrades and improvements in order 
to handle the existing traffic and relieve existing congestions and be mindful that the 2009 
Washington DOT study was not anticipating increased export coal movements. 
 
 
 
 
 
Terry Whiteside 
Whiteside & Associates 
3203 Third Avenue North, Suite 301 
Billings, Montana 59101 
Email: twhitesd@wtp.net  
Phone: 406-245-5132 
Cell: 406-671-8153 
 
 




















