PPL MONTANA

Contact: David Hoffman, 406-431-6783
mdhoffman @pplweb.com

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the Regional Haze Federal
Implementation Plan (FIP) for Montana.

The Regional Haze Rule was established to develop goals to eliminate noticeable manmade
impacts to visibility in national parks and wilderness areas by 2064.

The Owners of the Colstrip power plant are committed to operating the facility in an
environmentally responsible manner. Since the Regional Haze Rule was established in 2000,
Colstrip has made significant investments in environmental controls and reduced emissions by
33%.

For NOx, Colstrip Units 1&2 already utilize a Low-NOx burner system. In the proposed FIP, a
new NOx emission rate was based on a Low-NOx Separated Overfire Air technology followed by
a Selective Non-Catalytic Reduction technology. The Low-NOx Separated Overfire Air
technology would achieve the majority of the proposed reduction for a reasonable cost. While the
Selective Non-Catalytic Reduction (SNCR) technology would only get a fractional improvement
in emission reduction at a very high cost. The use of the SNCR technology is not cost justified.
In addition, the SNCR technology would not result in a perceptible improvement in visibility.
The modeled visibility improvement is less than 1/10 of what is generally considered perceivable.

For SO2, Colstrip Units 1&2 already utilize a scrubber system that achieves a 70% reduction.
The proposed FIP identified a new emission rate based on a Lime Addition technology and an
additional scrubber vessel. The Lime Addition technology would achieve the majority of the
reduction for a reasonable cost. While the additional scrubber would only get a fractional
emission reduction at a very high cost. The proposed use of the additional scrubber is not cost
justified. Furthermore, the FIP incorrectly assumes the cost and performance of the additional
scrubber vessel. The cost of an additional scrubber vessel for Colstrip Units 1&2 would be
significantly greater than that estimated in the FIP and would not result in a significant reduction
of sulfur dioxide. The additional scrubber vessel would not result in a perceptible improvement in
visibility. The modeled visibility improvement is less than 1/10 of what is generally considered
perceivable.

While reductions in emissions that affect visibility can also have some health benefits, it is
important to remember that the Regional Haze Rule was not established to address health
impacts. EPA has several other recent rules that provide for the protection of human health such
as the National Ambient Air Quality Standards for SO2, NOx, Particulate Matter 2.5, and the
Utility Mercury and Air Toxics rules.

In summary, Colstrip has already significantly reduced emissions that impact visibility and is well
ahead of EPA’s path to achieve the Regional Haze Rule goal of eliminating noticeable manmade
impacts to visibility by 2064. The BART analysis used by the Regional Haze Rule requires a




cost-effectiveness evaluation. The proposed FIP identifies emission limits that are based on
technologies that are not cost-effective and would not result in any perceivable improvement in
visibility. We request EPA to modify the final FIP so that it requires cost-effective emission
reductions that result in perceptible visibility improvements at this time as we work towards the
goal of eliminating noticeable manmade impacts to visibility.

In addition to these public comments, PPL Montana will provide detailed written comments to
the EPA on this proposed FIP.




