
EQC committee

Re: FWP license fee increases

Mr. Chairman and members of the committee,

I am against the increase in any of the deer, elk or antelope hunting fee. u--,^! "*^-Lr 7 \

I have hunted big game every year in the state of Montana since 1963. In that 50 years I have seenFWP
constantly stive to manage the wildlife in excess of management objective thru 2005. After 2005 this
ef[ort feel offa cliff.

FWP has instituted a policy of limiting the hunting of deer, elk and antelope to a five week rifle season

since 2005. As a result of this policy the following groups of people have been harmed.

l. Meat hunters have lost access to private lands that were previously open to hunting antlerless
deer, elk and antelope animals in seasons set byFWP inthe general hrmting regulations for
people to apply for in the usual yearly application cycle. Since 2005 these hunting op'portunities
are no longer available.

2. Rural small businesses have lost the income from the hunters that went on these late hunts in
rural Montana This includes but is not limited to resfurants, sporting goods stores, motels, meat
processors, gas stations and more I'm sure.

3. Montana is loosing tax revenues from this lost income as resulting in lost ta:< revenue.
4. Landowners who outfit their properties are not allowed to let the public come onto their

property to harvest the anterless animals during the anterless only-huuting seasons that were
corrmon prior to 2006. ' /*l<-

5. FWP biologist who sEive to manage deer, elk and antelope to management objective have lost
one of their tools to manage wildlife to objective as required by state law.

Observation: FWP is focusing theirmanagement ef,forts on landowners who will limit access to fee
only hrurting on their property during the five week rifle season, rather than focusing on continuing the
hunting heritage of hunting and harvesting surplus anterless animals after the general season was over.

As a result of the policy decisions made by FWP management since 2005 that have reduced hunting
opportunities, caused elk populations to grow above management objective at a faster rate and lack of
concern for the small business throughtout rural Montanq I arn against any increase in deer, elk or
antelope license fees.

PAY MORE WHAI FOR!!!

,l,?#fifrough BP
Helena, Mt 59601
406-M3-4639
cell40643l43ll
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"r""tHistory: En. Sec. l, Ch- SEB, L. 2008.
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fl l::j:",ffi i*:*H3TSTg:Tf "t.l,f ;p**;;;";;;;nLpo.",rhiscarcurationmust

,to
rnt
to'b,

j,

-.r ofr- 'te

!a
i
I
Ii
t
f

I
?
t

I
o.

I
t

o"f:HoHS*"1:"_-g*,"1!9n,irri.ffi 
"ffi ff i""?:::fl H!:IXHHJ'

G) landowner permits; or
(d) animal relocation.
(3) The department shall:

run-taln Lion
larvest

runtain Lion
4_hours/day - 7

87-7-324 FISH AND WILDLIFE 266

(a) m- 
-anage 

with the objective that populations of elk, deer, and antelope are at or below thesustainable population number bv Januarv 1. 2O09: and
O) evaluate the elk@., ffitelrG6pil;ti";; an annual basis and provide thatinformation to the public.
Ilistory: En. Sec.3, Ch.55B, L.ZOOI.

87-l-324. sustainable elk, deer, and antelope populations progrzrm _ funding.The department sh"ll- use money from the fish and g;-; funa, as describe-d in gz-1-601(3), toimplement 87 -l-321 through 87 -t-825.
History: En. Sec. 4, Ch. E5B, L. 2008.

87-l-325' Rulemsking. (l).The department and the commission shall adjust existingwildlife murnagement rules q1d plans to implement az-r-itr though g7-1-3is.----'
(2) The department and the commission may adopt rules io. i"t""-irri"g sustainability.

The commission shall consider average carrying cap".ity rra r..r"" generally icceptea animalunit factors for each species in each commission-region.

-'-!l]. j:13* adopted br tfre department pursuant to subsection (2) must be adopted in aumery mzurner.
History: En. Sec. 5, Ch. 558, L. 2008.

Par1. 4
Director of Fish, Wildlife, and parks

87-1-40r' Dire''tor to carry out policies. The director shall carry out the policies of thecommissien and shall adop-t rules authorized by law to implement those policies.' --History: En. 2G.106.8 by Sec. Iz, Ch. 4tt,L. tgzi;R.C.M. r9ai, ZGIOO.S.
Cross-References

Appointment of Director, Art. VI, sec. g, Mont. Const.; 2_lb_3401.
&ports to Governor, Art. yI, sec. lE, Mont. Const.
Adoption and publication of rules 

-'Montana Administrative Procedure Act, Title 2, ch. 4, part B.Member of Water Pollution Control Advisory Council, Z-tS_Z7Oi .- 
--- -- - '

87-1402' Oath of director. Before entering upon official duties, the director shall ta-keand subscribe the constitutional oath of office .""a .rr^I ir, 
"Jiitio" swear or affirm that thedirector does not hold-another position or oflFce o1 ,"y po.itio" 

""a"" 
rrrv potiti.rt *il-itt"" o,party. The oath or a-ffirmatiormust be flled in the ofE^"t"f ;h;."et ry of stat".rristory: En. sec. ll, ch. lg3, L 1921; recn. sec. 8660, R.cJtI. r-sJi;-".-.r1. sec- 8660, B.c.M. lgBE; amd.Sec. 14, Ch.t77,L 1965; R.C.M. titt,ztittlpart); a-d-SLc. isg;ill'56, L.2009.

Cross-References
Oath of olhce, Art. III, sec. 3, Mont. Const.
Bonds ofstate officers and employees, Title 2. ch. 9 nart A

87-l-323- viable elk, deer, a-nd anterop_e populations based on habitat acreage _reduction of populations as o"."""rry. (liBa;ed o; tn" n-"nit * A.re,,crhal io,r^+^--:-^rrequu'ruu .,r Pupulatrlons as necessarv- (1) Based on the habitat acreage that is determined
lffi il#Jff ?'";1,,'.'3**,?r-T:,'l::'#gi11:fr;-i'?"p6;+i;;"ril;"%liiLt"rop"numbers that can be viabry sustained. Th" G;;;ffi;fi";rlidJ;T'$;lhil:#lilll? ;yprivate landowners when d:termininj.".t"i"rut" 

""-u"". p*.uant to this section. $i
,h"?",,?ffi:,t"i:if H:Ly::l#]::_$p^".t;"TJ;;#;asprovidedi,,",,u.".tio,(,),i,,the department shall rmpremlnt, tr*oush ;xi'ti"t*tdif;-##d:* ;il#lHT3;*S iactions with the obiective that the populitiol o!"r!, ;;r;;;;"lope remain" 

"t 
o"u"iJi"ffil Ssustainable population. The progra-. .rv i""t"a"'r;#;"; f_ited to: ,#
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(TABLE 2) ELK USE DAYS AND EXPENDTTURES BY REGTON (2011)
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(TABLE 3) DEER USE DAYS AND EXPENDTTURES BY REGTON (2011)

4 {,lrt

101,196 l6,l l3

$13.3M $16.9M
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(TABLE s) UPLAND GAME BIRD USE DAYS AND EXPENDTTURES BY REGTON (2011)

NA 182 17,240 13,3 88 73,728 5,733 12,270

NA $l1,216 $r.lM $825,036 $845,988 8353,296 $756,139

NA 4 933 987 1,776 889 10,133

NA $926.50 $2 1 6,1 06 $228,614 s397,469 $205,915 s2.3M
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R2 R3 R4 R5 R6

Resident
Tlevc 222,886 179,571 190,583 142,855 88,666 58,768 70,621

$14.7M $l l.8M $12.6M $9.4M $5.8M $3,9M $4.7M
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Non-resident
Days

15,320 10,448 33,502 t
28,022 12,342 17,871 39,023

Non-resident
tr'.inendifirres s2.8M $1.9M $6.1M $5.1M $2.3M $3.3M
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(TABLE 4) ANTELOPE USE DAYS AND EXPENDTTURES BY REGTON (2011)

,Rl R2: R3 R4 R5 R6 R7

Non'-rCsident
H,xnenditures

R1 R2 R4 R5 R6 R7

Rbsident
Davs

51,196 28,668 25,542 61,545 19,395 37,157 20,196

Resident
Expenditures $3.3M $1.9M sl.7M $4M $r.3M $2.4M sl.3M

Non-resident
Dqvs 2,656 1,473 3,118 5,461 24,380 10,133

Non-resident
Exoenditures $lM $569,61I $1.2M s5.6M $2.1M $9.4M $3.9M


