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Presented by: John Metesh, Director and State Geologist

Leeislation Historv (6lst Leeislaturel

Senate BaL297 [Sen. Cliff Larsen, D-Missoula]:
Establishes a sand and gravel mapping program and enables the Montana Bureau of Mines and
Geology to evaluate and report on sand and gravel resources in Montana. 82-2-701, MCA

82-2-7OL. Sand and graveldeposit program - investigation - purpose - prioritization. (1)The Montana
bureau of mines and geology shall establish a sand and gravel deposit program for the purpose of
investigating sand and gravel deposits in areas of the state where conflicts between development and
sand and gravel operations are high.

(2) ln prioritizing areas for investigation, the bureau of mines and geology shall consider the largest
counties, according to the most recent census data, and counties with the most opencut mining permits
and subdivision applications, according to the department of environmental quality.

(3) The bureau of mines and geology may start an investigation when it has sufficient funds to
conduct an investigation.

(4) Within 1 year of starting an investigation, the bureau of mines and geology shall present the
results of the investigation in the form of maps and text to:

(a) the counties included in the investigation;
(b)the education and localgovernment interim committee; and
(c) the environmental quality council.

History: En. Sec. t, Ch.276, L. 2009.

82-2-702. Authority to accept gifts, grants, and reimbursements. The Montana bureau of mines and
geology may accept gifts, grants, and reimbursements to be used for the purposes of 82-2-707.

_ _ :'i_:_ : _ _ ] _ _ _i _l I _i _ Tlll {.,f *,* * * * * !r * * * * * * * {.,* * * *,,,i,i,*,* :r :r

House Bill485 [Rep. Gary Maclaren, R-Victort:
amends MCA 76-1-601to include "sand & gravel resources" in growth policies that will be written and
established by individual counties in Montana.
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lN THE NEWS - leadine to the 51st Leeislature (20091

(MT Environmental lnformation Center; meic.org)

Judge stays two controversial Gallatin County gravel pit permits (Aug. 19, 2008)

Judge to reconsider gravel pit ruling (by Daniel Person, Bozeman Chronicle Staff Writer, July 29, 2008)

Gra,el mining pits neighbor against company (by Jennifer McKee, Gazette State Bureau, July 28. 2008)

Lolo gravel pit: Plans thwarted - Cotmty votes to zone area residential (by Chelsi Moy of the Missoulian,
June 1,2008)

Legislature asked to revisit open-cut mining permil lows (Great Falls Tribune, May 14, 2008)

DEQ issues gtavel permits without assessment (Great Falls Tribune, May 7, 2008)

Between roclrs and a hard place (by Jodi Hausen, Bozeman Chronicle Staff Writer, Feb,24,2OO8l



Recent MBMG Activities (2009-present)

GIS data "coverages" or maps with gravel-bearing geologic units and known gravel pits

Counties Served Directlv
Missoula,
Madison,
McCone,
Dawson,
Ravalli, and
Rosebud

Counties served with focus on state lands
Sheridan,
Roosevelt,
Richland, and
Wibaux

* * * * * * * * * * :F * * * {.'1.'F {. * * * :} * * * * {. * * * * * * * * *'t :t * * *'} *

Mineral Materials (MinMat)
Earth construction materials that are not considered locatable under Federal mining laws or leasable
under the Federal mineral leasing laws. The materials include common varieties of rock or stone, sand
and gravel, pumice aggregate, pumicite, cinders, and soil materials suitable for compacted earth
structures, landscaping, and other uses. USDA-USFS provided funding to develop a GPS-based process

to inventory and map resources on Federal lands.

* tl. * * * * * * * * :f 't * * {.'1. * * {. * * :* * * * * * * * :*'f * * * * * * * * * * * * :l

Data Preservation Program
Acquired collection of air photographs, maps, and other information for 25 sand and gravel sites in SW
Montana.

* * * **'r*** ** * * * * * * * * * ** * * * * * * ** * *:f * * * * ** * * * * *

Other information available

The gravel pit database:294t data points derived from those indicated on topo maps, published
geologic maps, and local information

The MBMG Abandoned lnactive Mines (AlM) database: -8,000 records (sites), 950 sites that indicate
potential for gravel (includes quarries)

* * * ** {. !t,* * ** ** * * ** ** * * ** * * ** * * * *** * * *'t * * ** :t * *
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