
Earmarked License Fees for Habitat
Fund Name FYE13 FYE12 FYE11 FYE10

Waterfowl Stamp Account ‐‐ 02085 $1,262,187 $1,358,352 $1,245,827 $1,091,151

Mountain Sheep Auction ‐‐ 02086 $604,125 $256,616 $649,634 $517,481

Moose Auction ‐‐ 02112 $103,493 $121,373 $110,936 $84,764

Upland Game Bird Habitat Enhancement ‐‐ 02113 $3,164,798 $3,173,212 $3,196,162 $3,534,944

River Restoration ‐‐ 02149 $623,753 $676,808 $717,510 $848,084

Mountain Goat Auction ‐‐ 02176 $88,248 $71,872 $51,148 $25,407

Mule Deer Auction ‐‐ 02559 $68,293 $50,169 $29,824 $13,580

Elk Auction ‐‐ 02560 $165,764 $152,197 $138,447 $149,022

Earmarked License Fees for Access
Fund Name FYE13 FYE12 FYE11 FYE10

Wildlife Habitat Acquisition ‐‐ 02114 $4,625,317 $8,280,309 $5,499,666 $8,277,757

Hunting Access ‐‐ 02334 $532,670 $282,349 $2,117,117 $3,618,305

Fishing Access Site Acquisition ‐‐ 02415 $137,874 $368,574 $328,457 $256,205

Hunting Access Acquisition ‐‐ 02459 $401,315 $372,400 $419,771 $230,198

Earmarked License Fees for Operations and Maintenance
Fund Name FYE13 FYE12 FYE11 FYE10

Fishing Access Site Maintenance ‐‐ 02333 $350,523 $255,553 $113,087 $179,350

Wolf Collaring ‐‐ 02423 $427,122 $361,742

Wolf Depredation ‐‐ 02424 $247,660 $168,782

Wildlife Habitat Trust Interest ‐‐ 02469 $1,468,362 $2,310,869 $2,031,078 $1,578,364

Search and Rescue ‐‐ 02547 $681,190 $574,181 $507,802 $447,739

Upland Game Bird Planting ‐‐ 02687 $23,013 $15,030 $15,630 ‐$10,346

Fish, Wildlife and Parks
Earmarked License Accounts

4‐Year Comparison of FYE Ending Fund Balances

An earmarked account is one which has statutory language that identifies the source of funding and defines how the funds can be

spent.

The ending fund balance reflects the net of revenues collected and expenditures made at fiscal year end. It does not reflect the

impact of existing legislative appropriations for future spending from the account. 



General UGB UGB Habitat MT Habitat MT Habitat MT River FAS FAS Home to Hunting Water Search & Wolf Wolf
Selling License Habitat Planting Acq Trust O&M Restoration O&M Acq Hunt Access Fowl Rescue Collaring Depredation

License Type Price 02409 02113 02687 02114 09006 02469 02149 02333 02415 02459 02334 02085 02547 02423 02424
Res Conservation $8.00 $7.75 $0.25
Nres Conservation $10.00 $9.75 $0.25
Res Youth/Sen Cons-Fish $8.00 $7.28 $0.15 $0.24 $0.08 $0.25
Res - Nres Disabled Cons/Fish $8.00 $7.28 $0.15 $0.24 $0.08 $0.25
Res Youth Fish & Cons (15-17) $16.00 $14.84 $0.31 $0.45 $0.15 $0.25
Res Cons/Fish $26.00 $24.25 $0.50 $0.75 $0.25 $0.25
NR Cons/Fish $70.00 $63.75  $1.00 $3.75 $1.25 $0.25
NR Legion of Valor Cons/Fish $10.00 $8.93 $0.14 $0.51 $0.17 $0.25
Sportsman (with bear) $85.00 $67.35 $1.70 $0.30 $11.92 $1.49 $1.49 $0.50 $0.25
Sportsman (without bear) $70.00 $55.35 $1.70 $0.30 $9.52 $1.19 $1.19 $0.50 $0.25
Senior Sportsman without Bear $55.00 $43.44 $1.34 $0.24 $7.46 $0.94 $0.94 $0.39 $0.25
Youth Sportsman without Bear $25.00 $24.75 $0.25
Military Recognition Sportsman $29.00 $22.78 $0.70 $0.12 $3.96 $0.49 $0.49 $0.21 $0.25
NR Youth Big Game Combo * $490.50 $264.32 $9.78 $1.73 $71.44 $8.93 $8.93     $125.13  $0.25
College Student Big Game Combo $70.00 $69.75 $0.25
Res Youth Fish (15-17) $8.00 $7.34 $0.22 $0.33 $0.11
Res Fish $18.00 $16.50 $0.50 $0.75 $0.25
NR Fish $60.00 $54.00 $1.00 $3.75 $1.25  
NR 2-Day Fish $15.00 $14.00  $0.75 $0.25
Res 2-Day Fish $5.00 $4.50 $0.38 $0.12
NR 10-Day Fish $43.50 $40.00 $2.63 $0.87
NR Black Bear $350.00 $284.00 $52.80 $6.60 $6.60
Res Migratory Bird (waterfowl) $6.50 $0.50 $6.00
NR Migratory Bird (waterfowl) $50.00 $0.50 $49.50
NR Mountain Lion $320.00 $300.00 $16.00 $2.00 $2.00
Res UGB $7.50 $5.50 $1.70 $0.30
NR Youth UGB (1-15) $35.00 $11.00 $5.95 $1.05 $17.00
NR UGB $110.00 $32.00 $19.55 $3.45 $55.00
NR UBG 3-Day License (Eff 04/15/13) $50.00 $15.00 $10.00 $25.00
NR Antelope $200.00 $164.00 $28.80 $3.60 $3.60
NR Either-Sex Antelope $200.00 $164.00 $28.80 $3.60 $3.60
NR Doe/Fawn Antelope $200.00 $164.00 $28.80 $3.60 $3.60
NR Turkey $115.00 $84.60 $24.32 $3.04 $3.04
NR Turkey - Combo/Bird* $55.00 $36.60 $14.72 $1.84 $1.84  
Res Wolf $19.00 $0.50 $9.25 $9.25
NR Wolf $350.00 $0.50 $174.75 $174.75
Res Hunting Access Fee $2.00 $0.50 $1.50
NR Hunting Access Fee $10.00 $0.50 $9.50
NR Deer (NR Native) $64.00 $48.00 $16.00
NR ELK (NR Native) $80.00 $60.00 $20.00
NR UGB (NR Native) $30.00 $20.50 $1.70 $0.30    $7.50  
NR Family Sponsored Big Game $954.00 $953.75  $0.25
NR Family Sponsored Deer Combo $565.00 $564.75  $0.25
NRDC -  Retained $556.00 $556.00

LY14 Earmark License Allocation
(License Year 14:  March 1, 2014 thru February 28, 2015)



General UGB UGB Habitat MT Habitat MT Habitat MT River FAS FAS Home to Hunting Water Search & Wolf Wolf
Selling License Habitat Planting Acq Trust O&M Restoration O&M Acq Hunt Access Fowl Rescue Collaring Depredation

License Type Price 02409 02113 02687 02114 09006 02469 02149 02333 02415 02459 02334 02085 02547 02423 02424
NRBG - 'Elk' Released $789.00 $789.00
NR Moose $750.00 $644.00 $84.80 $10.60 $10.60
NR Goat $750.00 $644.00 $84.80 $10.60 $10.60
NR Sheep $750.00 $644.00 $84.80 $10.60 $10.60  
NRBG - Open* $976.00 $523.90 $19.55 $3.45 $142.88 $17.86 $17.86  $250.25 $0.25
NRBG - 'Elk' - Open * $826.00 $430.80 $19.55 $3.45 $127.36 $15.92 $15.92  $212.75 $0.25
NRDC - Open * $580.00 $155.50 $218.40 $27.30 $27.30  $151.25 $0.25
NRDC - Landowner * $580.00 $155.50 $218.40 $27.30 $27.30 $151.25 $0.25

Estimated Annual Revenue: $531,250 $93,750 $4,800,000 $600,000 $600,000 $120,000 $375,000 $125,000 $33,000 $5,900,000 $270,000 $120,000 $260,000 $260,000
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Proposed General License Account FY 2016 FY 2017 FY 2018 FY 2019 FY 2020 FY 2021
   Beginning Fund Balance $20,657,726 $16,032,349 $16,994,402 $16,929,043 $15,992,174 $14,589,913
   Additional Revenue:

   Revenue $40,423,136 $40,724,514 $40,707,677 $40,713,869 $40,713,869 $40,713,869
       Additional Revenue $0 $6,129,500 $6,129,500 $6,129,500 $6,129,500 $6,129,500
   TOTAL REVENUE $40,423,136 $46,854,014 $46,837,177 $46,843,369 $46,843,369 $46,843,369

   Expenditures ($46,296,513) ($47,139,961) ($48,150,536) ($49,028,239) ($49,493,631) ($50,435,216)
      Permanent Budget Reductions $1,248,000 $1,248,000 $1,248,000 $1,248,000 $1,248,000 $1,248,000

($45,048,513) ($45,891,961) ($46,902,536) ($47,780,239) ($48,245,631) ($49,187,216)

      New Ending Fund Balance $16,032,349 $16,994,402 $16,929,043 $15,992,174 $14,589,913 $12,246,066

LICENSING AND FUNDING CITIZEN ADVISORY COUNCIL

Projected Revenue Impacts to the General License Account



Recommendations Revenue Estimate

Increase resident and nonresident fishing licenses.

   * Resident season @$24/2‐day @ $8 $839,000

   *Nonresident season fishing @ $86/7‐day @ $56/2‐day @ $26 $2,333,000

Set the nonresident license prices for moose, goat, sheep, and bison at $1,250. $44,500

License Structure Simplication:

   * 50% standard discount

         Resident $437,000

         Nonresident $238,000

   * Age to qualify for resident senior discounts @ 67/50% discount. $570,000

Establish the base license prices, including the HAEF, at $10 for residents and $15 for 

nonresidents.  The fee for the archery stamp will remain $10.

         * Resident $1,477,000

         * Nonresident $191,000

TOTAL $6,129,500

         Resident % 54%

         Nonresident % 46%

100%

LICENSING AND FUNDING CITIZEN ADVISORY COUNCIL

Preliminary Recommendations



Fish and Wildlife Licensing and Funding Advisory Council 
Preliminary Recommendations as of March 2014

1

Retain the following in recognition of service:
1) Free and reduced cost licenses for military service members and disabled veterans
2) Free big game combo/sportsman licenses for landowners participating in the block management program
3)

Alter the following:

Youth 
Consolidate pricing from three age groups to two. (Current age groups are: under 12, 12-15, and 16-17)
1) Fishing licenses for residents:

Under Age 12 Free
Age 12-17 Discounted at 50% of full-priced license

2) Fishing licenses for nonresidents
Under Age 12 Free
Age 12-17 Discounted at 50% of full-priced license

3) Hunting licenses for residents and nonresidents
Under Age 12 N/A
Age 12-17 Discounted at 50% of full-priced license

4) Discontinue free sportsmans license for first-time resident youth hunters

Seniors
1)

2)

Disabled
1)

2) 

Nonresidents
Reprice the "Come Home to Hunt" (87-2-526, MCA) and "Nonresident Relative of a Resident" (87-2-
514, MCA) licenses so that they are both priced at 50% of the equivalent full-priced nonresident 
license. Currently "Come Home to Hunt" licenses are full-priced and "Nonresident Relative of a 
Resident" licenses are four times the resident price. Also, change the licenses available for nonresident 
relatives of a resident from a Class B-7 nonresident deer A tag to a Class B-11 nonresident deer 
combination license and from a Class B-15 nonresident elk license to a nonresident elk combination 
license.

Free and Discounted Licenses

Agreement allowing CSKT to retain license fees paid on the reservation to fund the CSKT tribal wildlife 
management program (87-1-228, MCA)

There's concensus to recommend altering discounted licenses for the disabled so that they are priced at 
50% of the full-priced license fee.  Free licenses would no longer be available.

There's consensus to recommend increasing the age at which seniors are eligible for discounted 
licenses to age 67. Currently, licenses are discounted at 62 years of age.

There's concensus to recommend altering senior discounted licenses so that they are priced at 50% of 
the full-priced license fee.  Free licenses would no longer be available.

The Advisory Council believes the Fish and Wildlife Commission holds the authority to alter the 
definition of "disabled" in agency rule for the purpose of determining eligibility for discounted 
licenses. The Council believes the current definition is too broad and includes some individuals who 
should be buying full-priced licenses.

(Changes made since March's EQC meeting are marked in red.)



Fish and Wildlife Licensing and Funding Advisory Council 
Preliminary Recommendations as of March 2014

2

1)

2)

3)a)

   b)

4) Increase nonresident moose, mountain sheep, mountain goat, and bison license prices to $1250 each.

5)
a)

b)

c)

6) 

7)

8)

Other 

Create a base hunting license that would be a pre-requisite to purchasing individual species tags and the archery 
stamp. The price of $10 for residents and $15 for nonresidents would include the Hunting Access Enhancement 
Fee (HAEF) and would result in a net price increase of $8 for residents and $5 for nonresidents.

FWP should use a 4 year funding model for reviewing its budget expenditures and revenues, in order to determine 
the need for making license revenue reccomendations to the legislature.

Do not alter the licenses included in the B-10 nonresident big game combination license or the B-11 nonresident 
deer combination license.  
Cap the price of the B-10 and B-11 licenses, including the price of the proposed base hunting license and the 
existing application fee, at $999 and $625 respectively. 

Change the Fish and Wildlife Commission refund policy for nonresidents who are unsuccessful in the March 15 
permit drawing so that FWP may retain only 10% 5% (instead of 20%) of the fee for a returned license.  This 
would match the license fee retention policy established by the legislature in 87-2-511(6)(b) for other situations. 
Any refunds requested after that time would follow the Commission’s current refund levels, though the Council 
recommends changing the applicability dates such that an 80% refund is available until June 1 (instead of August 
1), and a 50% refund is available thereafter until the season opening. 

The council reviewed FWP's current revenue earmarks and made a preliminary decision not to make a 
recommendation regarding earmarks.

All Montanans and visitors benefit from the management activities of Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks. FWP’s 
management is currently paid for largely by people who purchase hunting and fishing licenses. Of those who do 
not purchase a license, some benefit in ways that have a physical presence creating impacts that FWP must 
manage. Others benefit without a physical presence and do not create impacts. Because of the above, FWP and 
the legislature need to develop/provide mechanisms in addition to license dollars to fund the management and 
maintenance of the resources that provide these benefits.

Increase resident fees from $5 for a 2-day license to $8 and from $18 for a season to $24

Increase nonresident fees from $15 for a 2-day license to $26 and from $60 for a season to $86.

Change the current 10-day nonresident license, priced at $43.50, to a 7-day license for $56.

Increase fishing license prices.
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