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From: Murdo, Patricia
To: Liming, Kristina
Subject: FW: Monday"s Legislative Economic Affairs meeting
Date: Wednesday, July 16, 2014 3:30:35 PM
Attachments: Leg Econ Affairs Comm Agenda - July 14-15 - Dept of Livestock issue.pdf


 
 


From: Jeanne Rankin 
Sent: Sunday, July 13, 2014 6:58 AM
To: Murdo, Patricia
Cc: Stuart Doggett 
Subject: Monday's Legislative Economic Affairs meeting
 
Dear Patricia,
Looks like you have a very busy meeting agenda on July 14, 2014 in the Economic Affairs
Interim Committee meeting and it demonstrates a lot of hard work by you and your staff.
I am following up discussions that you and I have had following the May 20, 2014 Board of
Livestock meeting and am looking over this upcoming meeting agenda on July, 14. It looks to
be a very diverse industry group regarding per capita discussions, but not very inclusive
panel regarding the laboratory possible solutions. Where are the invited veterinarians?  Why
have they been excluded for a discussion on a solution? If not here, then where?
 
Why is government NOT looking to the taxpaying citizens who actually UTILIZE the
laboratory in their medical care of patients and in their businesses, when addressing
problems and potential solutions?
The Montana Veterinary Medical Association (MVMA) will have our Executive Secretary
present and myself as a private veterinarian (and MVMA board member) and hopefully
others to be present to provide legislators with input from actual users of the lab during
public comment.
What a disappointment that the population directly affected by any decisions regarding the
lab were not included nor even notified of any problems with the laboratory until late spring
of 2014, nor included in potential solutions.
 
I hope that veterinarians will be included in the upcoming discussions and that this intensive
look into the department of Livestock will yield a much higher functioning, business like
department that continues to serve the citizens of Montana.
 
Respectfully submitted,
 
Dr. Jeanne
Dr. Jeanne M. Rankin
1496 Goose Creek Rd
Raynesford, MT  59469
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Economic Affairs Interim Committee Agenda
July 14-15, 2014                       Room 137



All times are tentative. An issue may be discussed earlier or later than listed. 
Questions from the Committee are included in the timeframes provided.



July 14, 2014, Agenda
  9:00 a.m. 1. Welcome -- Call to Order - Roll Call -- Introduction -- Sen. Tutvedt



  9:05 a.m. 2. Public Comment on any item not scheduled for action on the agenda if on a
 topic that is under the Committee's purview



  9:10 a.m. 3. Review of Interim Committee Authority regarding Agency Oversight/Monitoring
-- Pat Murdo and Bart Campbell, committee staff



  9:15 a.m. 4. Updates on Board of Livestock/Department of Livestock
a) Overview of Department of Livestock's financial problems



-- Summary of Legislative Audit--Karen Simpson
-- George Harris--Overview of Livestock Department Budget
-- Comments by Board of Livestock Chair Jan French
-- Comments from Executive Officer Christian Mackay
-- Dan Villa, Office of Budget and Program Planning



b) Per Capita Fees vs. Alternate Approach to Funding Department of Livestock?
--Introduction by Rep. Greg Hertz
--How Department of Revenue Collects Fees Now and Proposed Changes



-- Mike Kadas, Director, and Alan Peura, Deputy, Dept. of Revenue
--Panel Discussion:  (all proposed) Montana Stockgrowers Association, Montana
   Farm Bureau Federation, Montana Farmers Union, Montana Wool Growers
   Association, Montana Livestock Market Association representatives



Public Comment 



c) Overview of Current Status of Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory, the Agriculture
    Analytical Laboratory, and the Wildlife Laboratory - Pat Murdo, Committee Staff



d) Panel Discussion of Possible Solutions:
-- Bob Lashaway, Montana State University Facilities and Planning
-- Dr. Bill Layton, Veterinary Diagnostic Lab
-- Christian Mackay, executive director, Department of Livestock
-- Mike Volesky, Deputy Director, FWP, and Neil Anderson, Wildlife Lab director
-- Greg Ames, Department of Agriculture for Analytical Lab at MSU
Public Comment



e) 12-Day Milk Rule Followup
-Presentation on White Paper, Pat Murdo, Committee Staff
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12:30 p.m. 5. Committee Discussion of Department of Livestock Issues -- Working Lunch        
                   
1:30 p.m. 6. Agency Monitoring -- Department of Labor and Industry Unemployment Insurance



a)  Overview of Proposed Changes -- Pam Bucy, Commissioner of Labor, or Mike
     Cooney, Workforce Services Administrator
b)  Panel Discussion of Concerns



-- Sen. Ed Buttrey
-- Glenn Oppel, Chamber of Commerce Representative
-- Al Ekblad, AFL-CIO Representative (invited) 



Public Comment



3:00 p.m. 7. Agency Monitoring -- Department of Labor and Industry Licensing Boards
a) Panel on Enterprise Funds



 -- Julie Feldman, Department of Administration
 -- Adam de Yong or Kim Moog, Department of Labor and Industry
Public Comment



3:30 p.m. b) Contingency Fee, Board Retention of Fines, Other Budgeting/Regulatory Options
-- Adam de Yong, Department of Labor and Industry
-- Chris Manos, State Bar of Montana -- A Different Approach
-- South Dakota Board Person -- A Contractor Approach (by phone)



4:30 p.m. c) Followup to Financially Troubled Programs / Boards 
-- Adam de Yong review of:



-- Athletics Program
    -- Board of Funeral Services
 -- Board of Private Alternative Adolescent Residential Outdoor Programs



-- Board of Hearing Aid Dispensers
Public Comment after each 



d) Suggestions for HB 525 Final Report -- Overview by Pat Murdo, EAIC staff 



5:15 p.m. 8. Update and Discussion of Bill Draft Options regarding HB 630 Study on
Cottage Food Laws
Public Comment
Committee Action - Request Bill Draft?



5:30 p.m. 11. Recess until 8 a.m. July 15



(continued next page)
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July 15, 2014, Agenda



8:00 a.m. 1. Welcome -- Call to Order - Roll Call -- Introduction -- Sen. Tutvedt



8:05 a.m. 2.  Followup to HJR 25 - Montana State Fund Restructuring
a) Discussion of LAD audit functions and other activities regarding Montana State Fund



-- Tori Hunthausen, Legislative Auditor



b) Update on Class Codes and Expansion of Private Insurers' Options
-- Representative of State Auditor's Office



c) Review Bill Draft 



Public Comment
Committee Action - Changes to Bill Draft?



10:00 a.m. 3. Followup to HJR 25 - Subrogation Panel Discussing Bill Draft Options
-- Marv Jordan, Montana Contractors Compensation Fund
-- Oliver Goe, attorney representing Montana Self-Insurers' Association (proposed)
-- Dick Martin, attorney representing injured workers
Public Comment



Committee Action - Bill Draft?



11:00 a.m. 4. HJR 25 Panel Discussion: Occupational Health and Safety: State or Federal?
-- Gregory Baxter, Federal OSHA Representative (invited)
-- Diana Ferriter, Employment Relations, Department of Labor and Industry
-- Krista Lee Evans, for Montana Grain Elevators Association
-- Glenn Oppel, for Montana Chamber of Commerce
-- Lance Zanto, State Workers' Compensation Bureau



12:15 p.m. 5.  Working Lunch -- Tax Credit Assessment by Category
--Stephanie Morrison, Legislative Fiscal Division



1:30 p.m. 6. Loss Run Insurance Information -- Overview of Industry Issues
--Introduction of Loss Run Insurance Issue - Rep. Tom Berry
-- Explanation of Loss Run Insurance Information - Adam Schafer, State Auditor's
    Office
-- Industry Concerns in Montana - Bob Biskupiak, Independent Insurance Agents
-- Workers' Compensation Concerns -- Laurence Hubbard, Montana State Fund CEO



2:00 p.m. 7. Update from State Auditor's Office on Health Insurer Survey regarding
Exchange Policies
-- Adam Schafer, deputy auditor
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2:15 p.m. 8. Presentation/Discussion on Drug Registry/ Work Comp Use
--Overview of Drug Registry - Marcie Bough, Executive Director, Board of Pharmacy  
--Workers' Compensation Bureau's Medical Director Dr. Carla Huitt 



2:45 p.m. 9. Public Comment on any item not scheduled for action on the agenda
that is under the Committee's purview



3:00 p.m. 10. Reports from Legislative Liaisons to Montana State Fund, Rail
Services Competition Council



3:15 p.m. 11. Rule Review



3:30 p.m. 12. Review of September 12 final meeting agenda items. 
Letter to Legislative Council regarding budget. Committee Action.
Directions to staff.



Adjourn



The Montana Legislative Services Division will make reasonable accommodations for persons with disabilities who wish to participate
in a public meeting. If you plan to attend the EAIC meeting and require an accommodation for a disability, please contact Pat Murdo by
email at pmurdo@mt.gov at least 3 working days before the meeting to discuss the nature of the accommodation.



MONTANA LEGISLATIVE SERVICES DIVISION STAFF:  SUSAN BYORTH FOX, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR • DAVID D. BOHYER, DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF
RESEARCH AND POLICY ANALYSIS • TODD EVERTS, DIRECTOR, LEGAL SERVICES OFFICE • DALE GOW, CIO, OFFICE OF LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION



TECHNOLOGY • JOE KOLMAN, DIRECTOR, LEGISLATIVE ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY OFFICE










