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To My Studcnts"

I did not r€trn to the classroom this y€a and I waot io apotoglB. I am tnrly sorry for having lct you. It rras fhe hardest

&cisions I ha,c 6.€r madc. I *at you to undcrsbo<t why I Icft It had aothing to do wiih you I still love you od bctiwe

inyou Youarestillamazingandyoucadoaoythiagyouwafltodo. Ididnotgirrcuponyou. Ilcfttofightforyou.

Isawyoustnrgglingwi$CmoooCorcstills. Evcawithtbcncwcurriculuofrmthcdistsictnomatrlrhowlb,rok€it
down for you I could see you dida't understul I saur thc frugtrdioo on your faccr Aad wtcn time ran ors aod wc had to

takc thc couaty's tc$ (on lhc couty's schcdule), I sau, thc tcars roll from your eryce. You failcd I saw you mising school

morc days than normat. I saw you with long slceves coverirg up ttc cuuing scars on your arnr.s I sew how the sparkle io

your eycs dimmc{ I saw the snall bald spot oo your hcad ufrerc you bad pullcd 
-out 

your hair. Atrd it wasn't just in my

class. Yor: harcd going to matL You camc eoly weryday for homervork heln d. brn it didn't make any diffcreoce. You

still could not un&rstaod

w?nt you to kDow oonc of this is your fault It is not you. I know thc schoo[ ttc couaty and fhc stale call it "rigor." That is

a horriblc word Look it 14 ia thc rtictiooary for mc. fugc is for dcad peopla You ae not failing bccause it is too hard.

You ac not failing bccaus. you arc sot wortiog hard cnough. You arc m failing bccausc of your teachcn. You arc friling

bccalse Common CorE was not wrifi€o by tcaches. Common Corc wag Bot writtEo to hotP you. Let me cxplaia why this

hurts yor so mrrtr.

Your brail, a it dcrrclopg en only lcam ccrtain thiags at cerlaia timcs. Commoo Corc is trying to forcc you to leam things

yourb,rainisnArcadytolcam. RcscachcrsfcdccadcshavcfouodthattLcthingsCoooonCorcrcquircsyoutodoae

rmpossible uotil you rcach high Echool, at ltc carli€st No Dattcr what your t a.hcrs do to get you to lcam i! you arcn'l

golng to be able to. Therc is oothiag wrong with you Yornbraia was &siSpd p"tf*tly. Cmmon Corc $m&rds wcre

oot

Common Core was wrifco by hsincssmcn tryiag to make moncy- 0 o{f of you. fpu aill your l€aniog arc a gmnd

cxperimcot in corporatc profits. If you fril a school, ifyour tcachcrs fiil to tcach yoq ftcse corporations caa scll more

books, wofkbook$ tcsts, softwac aod &chaolop to *hoola o'xl cvcn to your Parcnts to try d bomc. Nooc of it will wort.

Thcsc same businesmco watrt to corvince states to let thcm and their compao.ies tatc ovcr yorn schools. Your parent's tax

{ollaswouldthengotothcsccompanics. Over$60billionisspantonedtrcdioaevcryyeariathiscormky' Thismoocy

phould go to your cducation, not to priv-dc coopoics. It is vcry similar to what rrzs dor to prisos scvcral years ago.

Commoo Cofo is the first timc il thc history of this comtry that a privatcly writen aod copyrighted plan has bccooo pblic

policy. Thooe is no rescach to tack it md it has ncv€r bccn tcstcd. Foliticiaoe arc pushing it becaur thcsc corporatioos arc

giving tlrcm..n.* C to Frsh it
Wloa I lcft I met sith mcoba(s of yor Board of Uducatirxr 6 aod told thtE s/tst was bappcoing. Thcy iporcd mc. I
wcat to ttc local nswspapa.ad thcy ignorcd mc too. Wtco I spoke to thc stdc Scnate education committoc they disnissal

me as a political agt iob 6. Whca I came back to chapqorc your fall dancc I was told I was 'bo longc,t mc of you" and I

could aot corc in bccausc of my positioa on Cmmol Corc. Ghaodi oocc 8ai4 'Fit$ tbcy ignorc yora thcn 6cy ridicule

you, th3a thcy fight yoq aad thcn you win.- Wc will win Wc will wia for you aad cvcry sMcot after you This is aot

political This i8 for thc fiturc lca&rs of our comtry. Thcsc corpotations dotl't want to teh you how to thiak

It is timc for you to talk to your parcnb. Help ttcm rdcrstaut thzt opting you od of sta& t€$iry wil Fotcct your Pcrsonal

bforoation as well as $op thc dab l]hd i! beiry ulcd to un&irty juilga you aad your tcachcrs. Schmls C whcrc morr thao

8(p/oofkidshawb€€aoF&doutrrccaocrUingthcaestrc&sfrltcsts6atmeasrcoothing. It€rGisaacwtostcomingto

rcplace thc CRCT, which is why potiticisas like Gov€mor Deal aad SupcriaAadcot Bargc waat to kecp Cmmon Core.

llavc yout parcnts dcoaod a patrolio ofyow wort bc kept aod that your hard wort be used to dcci& ifyou Sould go on to

thc next gradc, not a raadom tcsil. Any lcst not writteo by ad grad€d by yow tcachcrs should ncver bc allowcd in the

classroom.

plcasc do oot worry about mc. I am *oog ard pcoplc harre callcd oc *orsc 
^o 

* *r-i#, 
Education &

Sading up for u/tai is righ ir not aluays tho easy thiog' J kncw rh'r Yrt€o I left my classroor 
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icachcrs from all ovcr thc country who arc staodiag witt mc, I havc cdrrcaion cxpcrts ud child pcychologi*s aadiug wilh
mc. I havc politicias sbding with mc. I havc fmous authore stading with mc. And thc gprf is growing.

Jusrt this week I got aa anail eom Judy Blumc, aurlor of fuous chil&a's clacics likc Tal* of a Founh G& Nothing

Blubber, Arc You Therc @, It's l,te Matgaret, For*er, ad Tiger Eyes. She shacd with me that shc was a horriblc tcst-

btcr. She ir vcry grdcful thd rhc is trot io rcbool qn8ltc kinde of tcst you arc tsLing Can you i-ooi.c how borrible it
would bc if our hrcriic autbcs gave up bccausc tby could not do wcll on Saodacdizcd lrsts rhrl mcaor oolting? I don't

wut to findouL

Talk to your percats aod lcc tbcn &Dow whal is @peoiag in your clasrooas. Evcry tinc you ta&c a tcst c a sun'cr 
(l t ll

your parsoE. Bc brave ad kccp nalring mc prord" You ca bc aoy&hg you waot to bc. I ao alrrays hqa for yorl

Mrs. Mcg Notris, &LS.

76 Gra& lforocrl tcachcr

Gcorgia

lv{cg Norri. is a doctoral caodidarc in cducdion ".d a ccrtificd tehsr io Gcorgia Aftcr lE mooths witt Cornmon Core in

hcr clarsrmrn hcr obecrvatioos compcllod hcr to ualk away eoo hcr dr€am rohg oftrachiry to fight againEr lhc

imlcmcdatbn of Coomoa Corc ad h;gh Etatcs tcsisg. Shc rvzs boocd ftoo hcr forocr scbool bccarsc of h€r st8oco

against Coamon Corc.
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