


So many great tools and strategies 

are being offered today -- how will 

you find the best, most useful, that 

increases efficiency and 

effectiveness of instruction?
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Here's our issue -- how can we 

scale up the kinds of results that one 



teacher with one student can produce 

through the use of technology when the 

teacher/pupil ratio exceeds 1:1 (

Tech has been hailed as the promise 

and the failure to reform education over 

the last 40 years.

efficiency and effectiveness through 

purposeful use of technology

See The Learning Edge: What Technology Can 

Do to Educate All Children by Alan Bain and Mark 

E. Weston

http://www.amazon.com/Learning-Edge-

Technology-Children-Education-

Connections/dp/0807752711



“After billions of dollars, thousands of studies, and 

immeasurable effort by educators at all levels, why is 

the performance of students and teachers so 

unaffected by technology? Moreover, what should be 

done to extract genuine benefit from the information 

and communication technology (ICT) revolution? In 

this groundbreaking book, technology and education 

experts Alan Bain and Mark Weston provide 

research-based evidence for how the widespread 

application of ICT can provide powerful learning 

opportunities that lead to lasting gains and 

achievement. They show how the integrated use of 

technology at all levels of the educational system can 

greatly expand collaborative learning opportunities by 

giving all educational stakeholders powerful problem-

solving tools and solutions. The approaches 

presented here are grounded in over twenty years of 

experience working with classroom teachers, school 

leaders, association members, and policymakers.”



Am I using technology tools in a 

purposeful way to become more 

effective and efficient at connecting 

with students, other teachers, 

parents?

What are the best tools that I can 

use to help accomplish this?



Real connections need to be made, tech 

tools can help us scale and manage 



http://www.nmc.org/publications/201

4-horizon-report-k12

Important Developments in K-12 

Educational Technology

Time to Adoption Horizon: One Year 

or Less

BYOD - Jon Fines Kindergarten 



class

Cloud Computing - Google for Educators 

(Billings, Helena, Bozeman)

Time to Adoption Horizon:  Two to Three 

Years

Games and Gamification (Paul 

Andersen, Jessica Anderson, Dana's 

MineCraft Club)

Learning Analytics (Silverback and other 

applications)

Time to Adoption Horizon: Four to Five 

Years

The Internet of Things (RFID, 

connectivity of devices)

Wearable Technology (Google Glass -

Jessica Anderson)









Students come and go -- we stay.  I 

spent 17 years in high school. It is 

easy to get caught up in the day to 

day and year to year rhythms of 

school as we know it...and  get lulled 

into predictability and stability.  

Students do need structure and 

stability, but more importantly they 



need that structure to provide the 

opportunity to learn and practice what 

they will need in order to meet the 

demands of college and career. 











The balancing act is complex.  A solid 

foundation in clear policy and funding 

supports infrastructure 

(networks/broadband, bricks-n-mortar, 

personnel) that in turn must support a 

balance of professional learning to 

build educator expertise.  Building 

educator expertise increases student 

learning, ensuring our kids are 



prepared for college, career, and lifelong 

learning.




