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What’s getting built?  Natural Gas, Wind & Solar
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Montana’s wind energy potential is in among the top 5 States…

…yet we lag behind our peers & neighbors in development



Challenges & Opportunities for More Wind Development 

 PTC Uncertainty
 RPS Requirements Slowing

And… 



Lack of Available Transmission Capacity is 
Montana’s Biggest Barrier to Development



RPS Increases or Similar Policy
 Retiring Coal Facilities

 Declining Cost of Wind Energy
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Declining Cost of Wind
WIND AND WATER POWER PROGRAM 

A Smoother Look at the Time Trend Shows 
Steep Recent Decline in Pricing; Especially
Low Pricing in Interior Region 

51 



Declining Cost of Wind
WIND AND WATER POWER PROGRAM 

Recent Wind Prices Are Hard to Beat: 
Competitive with Expected Future Cost of 
Burning Fuel in Natural Gas Plants 
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 Range of AEO14 gas price projections
 AEO14 reference case gas price projection
 Wind 2011 PPA execution (3,980 MW, 38 contracts)
 Wind 2012 PPA execution (970 MW, 13 contracts)
 Wind 2013 PPA execution (2,761 MW, 18 contracts)
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Price comparison shown here is far from perfect – see full report for caveats 



Declining Cost of Solar



 In the first quarter of 2014, 74% 
of new electric generating 

capacity in the U.S. came from 
solar

A Closer Look at the Solar Market

 In the first quarter of 2014, 33% of the 
solar capacity additions were 

residential and commercial  systems. 



Barriers to Residential & Commercial Solar
 Raise the net metering cap
 Allow for meter aggregation
 Neighborhood Net Metering
 Ensure just compensation 

for excess production
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