What is an example of LSR?

A dissolution of marriage (or divorce) offers one
example of an LSR opportunity. An entire divorce
might involve many tasks. You and your lawyer
could create a list of the tasks that you can do and
those best left to the lawyer. You might fill out the
financial forms, get necessary documents or contact
witnesses. The attorney could draft legal briefs and
motions, provide legal advice on division of property,
appear for you at a hearing, draft a parenting plan or
property settlement agreement . You agree with
your lawyer ahead of time what each of you will do
and put that in a document called a Limited Scope
Retainer Agreement. [f the tasks each of you will
do change, so will the LSR Retainer Agreement.

How might you benefit?

You can get help with the parts of your case that are
too hard for you to do on your own. You may not
have enough money to hire an attorney to handle
your entire case — even if you'd like one. You limit
the attorney’s “scope” of representation and pay only
for the work agreed upon and performed.

There are trade-offs

You might save money and keep control over parts
of your case. You'll get legal advice and tasks from
a licensed attorney. But, the law and court
procedures can be complicated. Failure to perform
certain tasks on your own could cause your case to
fail. There are legal matters that you should not
perform without an attorney’s professional expertise.
Lawyers have legal education and experience that
may increase your chances of a successful outcome
to your case.

Not right for all cases

Not all cases work well with limited representation.
Complexity of the case and dividing up
responsibilities between you and the lawyer might
make LSR very unwise for your case. Talk to a
lawyer who understands LSR and consider all of the
possible options for you (self-representation, limited
task representation or a full service lawyer), before
making your decision.

There are important things to remember.....

e If you hire an attorney on an LSR basis, get
the Agreement in writing. Make sure it
carefully outlines what the lawyer will do for
you and what the lawyer expects of you. You
can always expand the scope of the lawyer’s
representation as long as both of you agree.
Make sure any changes are put in writing first.

e InLSR, you and the lawyer work as a team,
but it is your case. If you cannot agree on the
decisions that need to be made in your case,
you should not proceed with LSR. Rules and
regulations that lawyers must follow mean they
are obligated to inform you about certain
things, so listen carefully to any reasons the
lawyer might give about why your course of
action is not in your best interests or why the
tasks can’t be allocated the way you wish.

e |tis your case, your decision and your
responsibility. You have the right to disregard
the lawyer’s advice, but if the case does not
turn out the way you hoped, you must be
willing to accept responsibility for your
decision.

If you aren’t sure if a lawyer you are interested in
hiring provides LSR, ask him or her to meet with
you to discuss if you have options for the scope of
legal services he or she provides.
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