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JUVENILE JUSTICE
OVERVIEW

Juveniles usually enter the juvenile justice system
through contact with law enforcement, although they
may be referred to juvenile probation by other agencies
and parents. Juvenile probation is an integralpartof the
Youth Courl and is overseen by the Youth Court judge
within each of the 22Iudicial Districts. Most referrals
to the Youth Court's juvenile probation office are in the
form of a ticket accompanied by a report from law
enforcement. Juvenile probation officers may handle
any referral except traffic and fish and game violations,
which fall under the jurisdiction of the Justice,
Municipal, City, and District Courts.

Youth referred to probation must appear in front of the
juvenile probation officer with a parent or guardian to
answer to the allegations against them. Most youth will
never see the Youth Court judge and will work solely
through the Youth Court juvenile probation officer to
resolve the ticket in what is referred to as the informal
process. If the referral is forwarded to the county
attorney and a petition is filed on the alleged charges,
the youth will appear before the Youth Court judge in
what is referred to as the formal process.
Approximately 20%o of the youth referred to juvenile
probation each year are handled formally.
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Youth Referred to Youth Court

Referrals (a youth may have multiple referuals)

Offenses (a referral may have multiple offenses)

4,780

7,821

10,449

! Dangerous Dnrgs

[---l Offenses Against Person

f Offenses Against Propertli

I fiher iCitylCounty Orelinancesi

l--_-l Public Administration

! Public Order

[--l $tatus Dffenses"

* These are matters that are o/fenses hecanse ofthe youth's age and include such things as a
ntinor in possession ofalcohol, truancy, curfew or a run-away violation.
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! Felony 810

[---l I'Iisdemeanor T 169

I Status 2"470
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I Theft - h,lisd

l----l Disorderly Conduct

! Runa,,uay Juvenile

I Crirninal h,lischief - tlisd

,---r Criminal Possession of Drug

- 
Paraphemalia - h'lisd

Informal -
Formal -
Pending -

Case is handled by a juvenile probation officer.
Petition is filed and youth appears before Youth Courl judge.
Awaiting action from the county attorney's office, requires furlher investigation
by law enforcement, or a ticket has been issued and juvenile probation is waiting
to see the youth and parent(s).
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YOUTH DEMOGRAPHICS

ffi Female

[-*l h,,tale

f Caucasian 6.253

f__-l Native American 1 099

fl Hispanic 231 l--_-l Olher 55

I Black 183



I

i f 10 and lJnder| 
-I f---.l 11 vearsi-

I f12years
i f 13years

I T---l 14 vearst-
i f 15 Years
I t--l 16 vearst-
I I lTYears
I l@18+

! Below $20.000

r-_-l $20.000 - s40 000

! Above $40 000



RESTORING JUSTICE TO VICTIMS
AND HOLDING OFFENDERS

ACCOUNTABLE

2,292

I,II2
3,413

* Includes the following Dispositions: Diversion, Deferled Prosecution, Inforrnal YINI, Inforrnal
Delinquent, Consent Decree YINI, Consent Decree Delinquent, Formal YINI, Formal Delinquent,
Extended Jurisdiction Order and DOC Cornmitment.

Number of Youth Ordered to Pay Restitution: 610

0 - 30 days:

31 - 90 days:

+ 90 days:

s580.$00

$400.008

$308.080

5200.000

s435,538

Totel Reglitution Ordered Totsl ReBtitution Collected



Number of Youth Ordered to Pay Fees: 2,010

3125.t1U

51flr.).D9O

5 f b.tJtJlJ

a"ru.lJUU

525.ilDD

5D
Totrl Fees Order,ed TotEl Fees Collected

Fees used to offset cost ofdrug testing, workers'compensation, and othel selvices.

Number of Youth Ordered to Complete Community Service: 1,785

70.000

60.000

50.000

40.c'00

30.000

2C.000

1C CI],0

a
Total Hours Ordered Iotsl Hours Worked



Offenders ordered to subrnit to drug testing are tested randomly, unless there is suspicion to
believe the youth has recently been using. Youth going through drug court may be required to
test more often as requiled by the judge.

Total Number of Youth Drug Tested:

Total Number of Tests Administered:

Total Number of Youth Testing Positive:

* A single youth rnay have tested positive multiple times

I,236

5,240

654

Amphelamioe (AMP) {5%}

Methamphetamine IMAMP) {2vo)

12 
o/")

Opiates (2%)

Mariiuana
(rHc) (8s!6]

I

I

Youth in an Educational Prograrn

Youth not Attending School

Youth GraduatedJCompleted
GED



Recidivism is defined as a youth committing another offense prior to the previous intake's disposition
end date.
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mmittin g llew
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Youth Having Successful

- 
Termination

Recidivism is defined as a youth comrnitting another offense within 1 year of their disposition end date.

r [?#ffiornmittins 
Ner'u

--r Youth Having Successful
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Termination
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Out of 7,821 referrals to Youth Court.81l resulted
single youth may be placed multiple times.

in out-of-home placements. Please note that a

I Clremical Dependency Facility

[--l Fsster Home

I Out of State Placemenl

I Regular Group Home

f-l Residential Treatment Facility

I Shelter Care Facility*

f---l Therapeutic Group Home

Total

* Sheltel care, the most common placement, is a very short-term placement used when youth Court
is assessing the youth and family's situation.

Number of Youth Placed in Detention at Time of Arrest: 1,056

Youth detention facilities, which are physically restricting youth facilities designed to prevent a
youth from deparling at will are mostly funded and operated by counties. Local law enforcement
officets make the decision to detain at the time of arrest.



Only a Youth Court judge may sentence a youth to the Deparlment of Corrections. Less than2yo
of all youth referred to juvenile probation are sentenced to the Department of Corrections.

Of the 4,780 youth referred to Youth Court, 90 were committed to the Department of Corrections
for placement in a youth correctional facility.

! Youth Court

[-] Conections
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5 YEAR TRENDS
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6DOD

4000

2$0f

0
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l--.] InfonnalProbation

I
f Formal Probalron
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#l Counties - Lewis and Clurk, Broaclwater
District Court Judges - Jeffrey M. Sherlock, James
P. Reynolds, Kathy Seeley, Mike Menahan
Chief Juvenile Probation Officer - Sharon Tregidga
Contact Number - 447-8228

#2 County - Silver Bow
District Court Judges - Kurt Krueger, Brad
Newman
Chief Juvenile Probation Officer - Tom Billteen
Contact Number - 497-6375

#3 Counties - Deer Lodge, Powell, Grunite
District Court Judge - Ray Dayton
Chief Juvenile Probation Officer - Marylyn
Shovlin
Contact Number - 563-4031

#4 Counties - Missoula, Minersl
District Court Judges - John W. Larson, Edward P.
Mclean, Dusty Deschamps, Karen Townsend
Chief Juvenile Probation Officer - Glen Welch
Contact Number - 258-4735

#5 Counties - Beuverhecul, Jefferson, Madison
District Court Judge - Loren Tucker
Chief Juvenile Probation Officer - Sam Stockett
Contact Number - 683-3160

#6 Counties - Park, Sweet Grass
Distlict Courl Judge - Brenda Gilbert
Chief Juvenile Probation Officer - Sue Chvilicek
Contact Number - 222-4162

#7 Counties - Duwson, Richlund, McCone,
ll/ibuux, Prairie
District Court Judges - Richard A. Simonton,
Katherine M. Bidegaray
Chief Juvenile Plobation Officer - Steven Bailey
Contact Number' - 377-4675

#8 County - Cascade
Distlict Court Judges - Julie Macek, Kenneth R.
Neill, Dirk M. Sandefur, Greg Pinski
Chief Juvenile Probation Officer - Tim Callahan
Contact Number - 454-6880

#9 Counties - Glacier, Pondera, Teton, Toole
District Court Judge - Robert G. "Bob" Olson
Chief Juvenile Probation Officer - Tasha Stiner
Contact Number - 813-3620

#10 Counties - Fergus, Judith Busin, Petroleum
District Court Judge - Jon A. Oldenburg
Chief Juvenile Probation Officer - Laura Singley
Contact Number - 538-9242

#ll County - Fluthead
District Court Judges - Ted O. Lympus, David
Orlley, Robert B. Allison, Heidi Ulbricht
Chief Juvenile Probation Officer - Nick Nyman
Contact Number - 7 58-5547

#12 Counties - Hill, Chouteut, Liberty
District Court Judge - Daniel Boucher
Chief Juvenile Probation Officer - Kevin Buerkle
Contact Number - 265-5481

#13 County - Yellowstone
District Court Judges - Ingrid Gustafson, G. Todd
Baugh, Russell C. Fagg, Gregory R. Todd, Susan
P. Watters, Mary Jane Knisely
Chief Juvenile Probation Officer -Tara Moore
Contact Number - 25 6-2843

#14 Counties - Golden Valley, Meagher,
M u s s e I s h e I I, LIt h e at I u n rI
District Court Judge - Randal L Spaulding
Chief Juvenile Probation Officer - Sally Paltner
Contact Number - 323-11 14

#15 Counties - Roosevelt, Sheridan, Duniels
District Court Judge - David Cybulski
Chief Juvenile Probation Officer - Ron Kemp
Contact Number - 653-6263

#16 Counties - Carter, Custer, Fullon, GarJield,
Powtler River, Rosebud, Treasure
District Court Judges - George Huss,
Chief Juvenile Probation Officer - Matt Phillips
Contact Number - 874-3418
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#17 Counties - Blaine, Phillips, Valley
District Court Judge - John C. McKeon
Chief Juvenile Probation Officer - Clark Kelly
Contact Number - 654-2087

#18 County - Gullstin
District Coult Judges - Michael Salvagni, Holly
Brown, John Brown
Chief Juvenile Probation Officer - Gwen Massev
Contact Number - 582-2180

#19 County - Lincoln
District Court Judge - James B. Wheelis
Chief Juvenile Probation Officer - Kindra
Hageness
Contact Number - 293-91 15

#20 Counties - Lake, Sanders
District Court Judges - C.B. McNeil, Deborah Kim
Chlistopher
Chief Juvenile Probation Officer - Barb Monaco
Contact Number - 883-7264

#21 County - Ravalli
District Courl Judges - Jeffi'ey H. Langton, James
A. Haynes
Chief Juvenile Probation Officer - Clint Arneson
Contact Number - 375-6805

#22 Counties - Big Horn, Carbon, Stillwater
District Court Judge - Blair Jones
Chief Juvenile Probation Off,rcer - Jirn Hicks
Contact Number - 665-9815
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