
TESTIMONY

Water Policy lnterim Committee

January 6,20L4, Helena, MT

Submitted by Clarice Ryan, Bigfork, Montana

I am testifying about the Flathead Lake claim of the CSKT in this Compact. According to Appendix 19,

the Flathead Lake claim includes "all naturally occurring surface water that contributes to Flathead

Lake". This could potentially include every drop of water that falls in the Flathead Lake watershed.

The enclosed sampllng of over 10fi) water rights for property owners lfuing in the Flathead River basin

clearly indicate:; the extent of control over persona! property owners and their water rights upon

passage of the proposed CSKT compact. There ls a disclalmer on all these water rights. These

provisional permlts and certificates indicate possibllity of indiscriminate allocation of water

rights. The water right claim disclaimer is already being applied to "provisional" permits and ground

water certificates. Changes in senior vs. junior water rights would reflect allocations based upon

supply and demand for other uses or needs such as endangered species.

The listlng of water clalms are of private property owners throughout the Flathead Lake watershed

basin covering all waters feeding into Flathead Lake regardless of source and includint every drop of

water, wetls, streams, ground and surface water, lakes and trlbutaries of the Flathead Lake even

outside of the Flathead lndian Reservation.

Questionable availabillty of water and its uses impacts land values leading to decline in the economy,

growth and investments seriously jeopardizing our lives and futures of our children.

References enclosed:

Appendix 18 shows abstract of claim for Flathead Lake includes "all natural surface water that leads to Flathead Lake"

Disclaimer on water rights

List of water rights holders with disclaimer on water rights in watersheds leading to Flathead Lake

WATER POLICY INTERIM
COMMITTEE. 2013-14

January 6,2014 Ex' No' 21



Water Right Number:

Owners:

Priority Date:

Purpose (use):

Maximum Flow Rate:

Maximum Volume:

Source Name:

Source Type:

Source Name:

Source Type:

Point of Diversion and

ID
1

76LJ 30052867 COMPACT

Version: 1 -- ORIGINAL RIGHT

Version Status: NO STATUS

usA (DEPT OF TNTERTOR BUREAU OF INDIAN AFF)
IN TRUST FOR CONFEDERATED SALISH & KOOTENAITRIBES
OF THE FLATHEAD INDIAN RESERVATION, MONTANA
911 NE 11TH AVENUE
PORTLAND, OR 97232-4169

ALL COMMUNICATION SHALL BE COPIED TO THE CS&KT TRIBAL CHAIRMAN AS THE
BENEFICIAL OWNER AT PO BOX 278, PABLO, MT 59855.0278.

TIME IMMEMORIAL

FISH AND WLDLIFE

NO FLOW RATE IS DEFINED FOR THIS WATER

THIS WATER RIGHT IS FOR ALL NA
FLATHEAD LAKE UP TO THE SHORE VATION OF 2883
MEAN SEA LEVEL.

FLATHEAD RIVER (FLATHEAD

SURFACE WATER

SWAN RIVER

SURFACE WATER

Means of Diversion:
Govt Lot Qtr Sec

IN

Period of Diversion: JANU

Source Name: FLA
Diversion Means:

Period of
Source Name:

Diversion Means:

FLATHEAD

EMBER 31

THEAD LAKE)

LAKE

FLATHEAD

SWAN RIVER
INLAKE

THE POINT OF DIVERSION IS THE SAME AS THE PLACE OF USE.

JANUARY 1 to DECEMBER 31

Govt Lot Qtr Sec Sec TwP Bre CountY

THE PLACE OF USE IS FLATHEAD LAKE, BOTH ON AND OFF OF THE FLATHEAD
INDIAN RESERVATION.

4

Period of Diversion:

Source Name:

Diversion Means;

Period of Use:

Place of Use:

ID Acres

Period of Dive

Source N

\\



IHtr F'UKI-Ubtr UF IflIb VVA Itr,K KIUII I 15 I-UK IHtr IVIAIN IE,NANUtr ANU ENHANUtrIVItr,I\ I UF I-IIH
HABITAT. THIS WATER RIGHT SHALL NOT BE CHANGED TO ANY OTHER OR ADDITIONAL PURPOSE

THE EXERCISE OF THIS WATER RIGHT IS SUBJECT TO THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THE WATER
RIGHTS COMPACT ENTERED INTO BY THE CONFEDERATED SALISH AND KOOTENAI TRIBES, THE STATE
OF MONTANA, AND THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

THE SOURCES FOR THIS WATER RIGHT INCLUDE ALL NAMED AND UNNAMED TRIBUTARIES THAT DRAIN
DIRECTLY INTO FLATHEAD LAKE.

/

\



WATER RIGHT CUIM DISCUIMER LANGUAGE

" This right is subject to oll prior lndian reserved woter rights of the Confederated Solish and Kootenai

Tribes in the source of supply. lt is the Tribe's position thot the exercise of junior woter rights either

within or outside of the exterior boundories of the Flothead lndian Reservotion may affect the reserved

water rights of the Tribe within the exterior boundories of the Reservation. lt is the Tribe's position thot

the economic investments made in relionce upon this right do not creote in the appropriotor any equity

or vested right agoinst the Tribes. The oppropriator is hereby notified thot any financiol outloy or work

invested in a project pursuont to this right is at appropriator's risk. The issuance of this right does not

reduce the oppropriator's liability for domoge coused by the exercise of the right. lt does not moke the

Deportment liable for domoge coused by the exercise of the right nor is the Deportment lioble for any

loss to the appropriotor caused by the exercise of senior reserved water rights."
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