
Mr. Chairman and committee Members, My name is Tim Orr, ORR, I fann in St.I
gnatius Mt we raise Cattie, oats, barley, some wheat some weeds, My family has been
farming and inigating here since 1873, My wife and I bought our farm from my Dad in
1975, we've went through many irrigation season's, non thankfrrlly yet with the
restrictions of the CSKT compact in place. I have no doubt it will severeiy limit our
ability to raise crops and cattle within the Flathead Irrigation Project. With these compact
restrictions their wiII no doubt be disputes far into the future about the amount of water
we'll receive, it will give less than necessary amounts of water historically used to raise
crops and cattle. "SHOW DUTY STATUS MAP". There has not been one State official
showup at a Flathead joint Board of Control meeting to talk water or policy. The
Irrigators put the Joint Board back together three months ago. The Tribe and Governor
seem to think they can communicate, but without the irrigators, nothing will be solved.
We have came here for a year with volumes of law, filed in our Lake, Missoula,
Flathead, and Sanders county court houses, since 1904.. We have tried for over two years
to get into the Flathead Project vault to get historic flow and diversion recording data that

.has been recorded since 1904, even with freedom of information requests the project
manager stili refuses access. Just so you know, the Flathead Project has recorded flows
and diversions every day, during the season since 1904- We promise you, we will keep
digging and bringing law and historic documents, to these great halls ofjustice, with
some hope we will receive some.

We are here today to talk about the UMO-( Unitary Management Ordnance)- No
matter how you look at it it's a political board. This takes my friends and neighbors out of
the Montana court system. This is totaliy unacceptable. We have a God given
Constitutional Right to State and Federal courts, with jury's of our peers. Judges who
can be voted on. With the Govemor appointing and the Tribal council appointing this
board, Ask yourself what type of individual will be chosen, it will be someone with their
political views, and they most likely won't know any thing about, farming, ranching or
irrigating. There's also a good chance to be prejudice against agriculture. Some how
these days, fish, and worse than that, fish that can't be harvested like Bull Trout have
precedence over the real staples of life, grain,meat fruit, and vegetables. Our Grand
parents can tell you the importance of inigafing and food.

I want to share with you my concern with this political board, perhaps a prejudice
board. I gave you a handout of my testimony, on the second page you will see some
Council minutes, bring your attention to (3) highlighted and read that statement,
"REAT-I". On the previous paragraph a iessee was delinquent and they are going to work
with him, but, a lessee who associates with his neighbors and thinks for himself and
works to defend his propertv rights is outcast and deprived of the land he's made his
living from the last 20 years, these individuals have paid leases on time, and took good
care of the land, what more could a land owner ask?, The CSKT Council has made it
clear here they are going to make policy u,ith prejudice. This UMO board will not work
for this reason alone. No other compact has a UMO. We won't be the frst.

I will not as a Mission District Commissioner on the Flathead Joint Board of
Control subjects my Irrigators to this type ofprejudice. We,28,000 proud Westem
Montanans' have a Constitutional Right to a fair Water Court or any other State or
Federal court. Yes, I am the Tribal Member on paragraph 3, no my lease has not been
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renewed, I came to you last year saying I irrigated 305 ac, I did not get75 ac lease

renewed last year so I only Irrigate 230 ac this year, look like it will be less next year.

I ask you who are writing this new law that will affect my grand children who are

the 6th generation to raise cattle in St. Ignatius Montana. What kind of future will this law

you are so eager to pass bring them- Is it full of hundreds of years of pervious law and

historical protections for delivery of the water that truly feeds the world? Can they 20

years from now feed this hungry worl4 like their Dad, Grandpa, Great and Great Great

Grandpa's has done.
I'm Old and Grey enough to give you some advice, a wise man from Kalispell,

stood in these Great halls ofjustice a year and ahalf ago and asked for 2 years, time to

make this right, you are not even close, things like this UMO willnot be accepted, put

yourself in our shoes, this CSKT compact will be contested because it goes against 110

years of law and history. Irrigators and the ta:r payers in our community's deserve a fair
deal. What the problem with taking I ar2 or 5 years if necessary to make this agreeable,

don't try to force it down our throats. A11 we have heard is legal threats from the Tribe,

and the compact commission, the ball is truly in their court, their demands are truly
unacceptable.

May God give you wisdom, thank You for you Time and I hope you take it.
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