
We are a diverse group of pain survivorrs advocating fora Montana Pain Patienfs Bill of Rights. Treatment
of our chronic intractable pain conditions is a fundamental human right We endorse Dr. Forcst Tennanfs
position on the opioid controversy. Dr. Forest Tennant is a world renowned expert who specializes in
research and treatment of intrac.table pain.

frrty position on the opioid controversy is quite stmple and I ask oll concerned to
consider it:

1. We have a long-standing standard known as the World Health Organization 3

Step Analgesic Ladder (1982). Only when non-opioid treatments fail are

opioids used because about everyone knows they have complications.

2. There cannot be a cap on dosages as patients vary. The government should

certifo or recognize the MDs who will prescribe high dose opioids so patients who

need high dosages can getthe help they need.

3- Patients who are currently on opioids and doing well should be left on them.

ForestTennant M.D., Dr. P.H.

The World Heahh Organization:

WHCfs CANCER PAIN IADDER FOR ADULTS

1l lf pain occurs, there should be prompt oral administration of drugs

in the following orden non-opioids (aspirin and paracetamol);

2l Then, as necessary, mild opioids (codelneh

3l Then strong opioids such as rnorphine, untilthe patient ls free of

pain.

o Heartdisease:611,105

o Cancer:58d881

r Chronic lower respiratory diseases: 1491205

o Accidents(unintentbnalinjuries):130,557
o Strcke (cerebrovascular diseasesl: 128,978

e Alzheimer's disease: 84,767
r Diabetes:75,578

o lnfluenza and Pneumonia:55,979

o Nephritis, nephrotic syndrome, and nephrosis:47,112

o Intentbnalself{rarm(suidde):4!"149
Source: httn:/lwww,gdc.sov/nchs/fastgts/leadine-caqses-of-deat!. htm
NOIE: Preventable Medical Harm, is nowthe 3d Leading Cause of Death
and kills as many as {{t SQQ people each year according to a July 2014
Senate Subcommittee on Primary Health and Aging: "Preventable
medical cnors in hospftals are tfie 3rd leading caure of death in the
United Stat€s.'The Chairman of thls hearing stated: 'Medical harm b a

maior causo of $ffurilt& dlsability, and deatfi - as well as a huge
financlal cost to our netbn.'

1. ln 2014therc rcE A3 mpl€ted sldd6 In Mont na:
. 8196 inwlwd Males
. 25* of th€ mpbtld $klds lmlv€d VeteEns
e Appodmtely $6 0f $lciil6 inwh€d Natlc Ameri6N
. 8a$d q mplet d rcports @lv€d bthe $icite mrt lty siowteam, appudEtdy4o prent of Mont m's @mphted $idds Inrch€d p€opl. wtth
scE trEdkal prcblerc, lodudlng termh.l lllns or dtrcolc pah
sou@: td!:lLis@lian.@m/news/5tate-and-Geional/Erent-of-montana-ilkftle9ln-were-male!neartv-E.c€nt-rere/articb csab2cdf-Ob7f-54/

Z lr 201jt theE ree 109 pEslptlon drug Elatod deths Flr mp€l$or pu.po*q there w 224 d€ths 6u$d by 6r aeld€nts cported bv the

MontrE HEhmy P.lrol ltr 2013.

SosE: httd//miseulian.com/newslstate-afid-Hlonayoeacent-of-montana-sulcid6-ln-reremahs-ns.fu-perent-wtr/a.tkle c5ab2cdf-Ob7t-l;4af-b2ft-
23bb2cd3cdoc.html



$TATD O] UOilTAIU

PAIN PATI]NT$ BM, O] RIfiHT$

The Montana Legislature finds and declares all of the
following:

The state has a right and duty to control the illegal use of opiate drugs.

Inadequate treatment of acute and chronic pain originating from cancer or noncancerous
conditions is a significant health crisis.

Opiates can be an accepted treatment for patients in severe chronic intractable pain who
have not obtained relief from any other means of treatment.

A patient suffering from severe chronic intractable pain has the option to request or reject
the use of any or all modalities to relieve his or her pain.

A medical practitioner treating a patient who suffers from severe chronic intractable pain

may prescribe a dosage deemed medically necessary to relieve pain, in order to put forth
every effort for the patient to obtain some measure of "quality of life."

A patient who suffers from severe chronic intractable pain has the option to choose or
refuse opiate medication for the treatment of severe chronic intractable pain.

The patient's medical practitioner may refuse to prescribe opiate medication for a patient
who requests the treatment for severe chronic intractable pain. However, that
practitioner shall inform the patient of those medical practitioners who do treat severe
chronic intractable pain with methods that include the use of opiates.

c) For many patients, pain management is the single most important treatment a medical
practitioner can provide.

d) A patient suffering from severe chronic intractable pain should have unobstructed access

to proper treatment of his or her pain within a reasonable time period, understanding
that the wellbeing of the patient is at risk if substantial time is permitted to elapse.

e) Due to the complexity of their problems, many patients suffering from severe chronic
intractable pain niay require a referral to a medical practitioner with the expertise in the
treatment of severe chronic intractable pain. In some cases, severe chronic intractable
pain.is.best treated by a team of clinicians in order to address the associated physical,
psychological, social, and vocational issues.

f).. ln the hihds of kn-owledgeable, ethical, and experienced;rnedical practitioners,.opiates
administered for severe acute'painand severe chi^onic intractable pain can besafe and
effective.

a)

b)

s)

h)

i)

k)



al

The following shall be known as
,THE MONTANA PAIN PATIENTS BILL OF RIGHTS,,

A patient who sufferc from severe chronic intractable pain has the option to request or
reject the use of any or all modalities in order to relieve his or her pain however, initially
each patient should be granted the opportunity to consider receiving any and all

benefits which may result from ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS. This would include, but is not
limited to: Physical Therapies, Prolotherapy, Neuropathic Medicine, Acupuncture,
Chiropractic Medicine, Low-Dose Opiates, etc....

A patient who suffers from severe chronic intractable pain has the option to choose

opiate medications to relieve the pain without first having to submit to an invasive

medical procedure, which is defined as surgery, spinal injections: such as steroid and/or
diagnostic injections, neurostimulars, destruction of a nerve or other body tissue by
manipulation, or the implantation of a drug delivery system or device. A medical
practitioner cannot dismiss a patient from ctre for their refusal not to submit

themselves to such invasive medical procedures.

chronic

b)

c| The patienfs medical practitioner may re{use to prescrlbe opiate medication for the
patient who requests a treatment for severe chronic intraptabtF pain Ho{ever, that
practitloner shall lnform tlre patient which medical practftloners who tre-at paln and

whose rnethods include the use of opiates; and the patient shall be given a copY oftheir
record(sl. :

dl

-'

e) A patient','m?y v9$ntarily',tt"Ouest,,thatr hig 'or-her mgdical practitioner provide. an

"identifyinB noti# of the''prescriptFn for purposes of €mergency treatmert, or law
enforcement identifi cation.

0 Nothing in this section shall do either of the following:

Limit any reporting or disciplinary provisions applicable to medical practitioners

and surgeons who violate prescribing practices or other provisions.

Limit the applicability of any federal statute or federal regulation or any of the
other statutes or regulations of this state which regulate dangerous drugs or
control led substances.

Administration of controlled substances to a person experiencing ointractable pain "

al Notwithstanding any other provislon of law, a medical practitioner and surgeon may
prescrlbe or adminlster controlled substances to a person in the course of the
practitioneE and surgeons treatment of that peruon for a diagnosed condition or
conditions causing intractable pain.

b) "lntractable Pain," as used In this section, means a pain state in which the cause of paln

cannot be removed or otheruise treated and which In the generally accepted cource of
medical practice no relief or cure of the cause of the pain is posslble or none has been

found after rcasonable efiorts includln6 but not llmitedto, evaluation bythe attending
medical practitioner and surgeon and one or more priactitioners or surgeons specializing
in the treatment of the area, system, or ollan of the body percelved as the source of
the pain.

1l

2l



I

cl No medical practitioner or surgeon shall be subject to disciplinary action by the board
for prescribing or administering controlled substances in the course of treatment of a
person for intractable pain with the understanding that patient records, patient
supplying and purchasing records are strictly kept.

This section shall not apply to those persons being treated by a medical practitioner and
surgeon for chemical dependency because of their use of drugs or controlled
substances.

This section shall not authorize a medical practitioner and surgeon to prescribe or
administer controlled substances to a person the practitioner and surgeon knows to be
using drugs or substances for non-therapeutic purposes.

This section shall not affect the power of the board to deny, revoke, or suspend the
license of any medical practitioner and surgeon who does any of the following:

1l Prescribes or administers a controlled substance or treatment that is non
therapeutic in nature or non-therapeutic in the manner the controlled substance
or treatment is administered or prescribed or is for a non-therapeutic purpose
in a non-therapeutic manner,

'21,.Fails to keef$l .omplete and aicurate recordst.of, fUffi"r"r'jfiaiiipa;"fS' '' pursuant to,ilrA rea*t Compretrensive Drug AbuJp Prevention ind'CantiotAa
of 1970. A medical practitioner and surgeon shall keep records of his or her
purchases and disposals of the drugs by the practitioner and surgeon, the name
and 'iddres's ,of the peison receiting the drugs, and:'the reason for the disposal
of or the dispemingof the drugs tolh" p"rrJn and shall otherwise comply with
all state record feeping requirements for controlled substances.

.t. .

'

3) W,rites falie or ficti s pres ons for ctlrntrolldisubstances schedufEd in the
F€deral Cg11qr.prehensirc Dru,gibuse Prevq$on and'Control Act of 197&

4) Prescribes, administered, or dispenses in a manner not consistent with public
health and welfare controlled substances scheduled in the Federal
Comprehensive Drug Abuse Prevention and Control Act of L97O.

5) A professional ofliee of a heahhcare provider is a "public rccommodation" covured under litle lll
of the Americans with Disabilities Act (A0A). 42 U.S.E $ lZlEZ (7)(F); ZB E,F.R. $ 3E.fll4.

Accordingfy, doutors are obligated to comply with the ruquirsments of title lll 0f the AIIA 28
E.F.R.$ 38.104.

Under title lll of the ADA, n0 persun who owns 0r Dperates a place of public accomrnodation

may discriminate against an individual on the hasis of disahility in the full and equal enioyment of
goods, seryices, privileges, adyantages, 0F aEEommodations, and must provide ruxiliary aids and

services when necessary to BnsuFB effectiw communication. 42 U,S.E. SS 12f82(a),

lzl82(bxlxAxii), 12182(bx2xAxiii)t 28 f,.F.R. $$ 38.201(s), 38.202, 98.303. Ensuring thar
medical care providers do not dissriminah on the basis of disabilily is an issua of genernl puhlic

importance. fha 11.8. 0epartnent of Justice is authorized to inrestigate allcged yiolations sf title
lll of thc A0A and to hring a civil actinn in fedenl cowt in any case that lnwlws a patturn or
practice of diserinination ar that raises issues of ganenlpublic impar0nce.

lf a doctor is open to receivu patienB and has been contacted to becnmc the Pain Fatient's

Frimary Garu Provider (PEP) and to help with disahility-related pain management and treatnent
hut is refused Ef,rE rnd the physiuinn faihd to consuh with the patient, to legitimately determine

wlrether or not any uf the doctors could provide the treatmsnt that was sought. In failing to meet

and consult with the prtient, the dosbr dsnied the patient a full and equal oppoilunity to
pafiicipate in and beneftt frum the goods, sErvices, hcilities, privileges, adwntages, op

acEommodations sffered by these rnediual practicas wtthin the meaning of 42 U.S.E. $$ 12182(a),

l2l8Z(h)0XAXii), l2lBZ(hXZ)OXiii) and 28 E.F.R. $$ 3E.Z[2;38.303. Essenrially, if when the

dl

el



doctors lerrned thrt the prtied receivud pain mEnrgcmEnt lpeatmsnt, and thrt they would br
refening him or her tn other rpecirlisb ngnrding tha dirrbililfnlatsd prin if thoy immrdiately
daniad ssrvice or rsfused u th ono in rs r prtirnt widrout any eryhnation lhh is an issue.

Its lltA rbo providas "dufensss" to puUlc accommodntlons when ths business, or in Sk crsu tfie
frchrs, dctenniru th* Srey rre unabh b proridc srnirer or th ihry must rst$e sEryiuer t0 a pruspactlyl EF

Eurrlnt pdilnt brrsd m rn indi$durl's disddlity. For mmple, thr doctor$ udild hvs lnd f slnw fiat trsding
dE prl'Ent mrdd havu posed a "direct thrs*" t tln hrlth or srftty of nthorr (se 42 U.S.B $ l2lM(bx3). A

&lsrminilron $Et rn idMdual pres a diruut dneat b dre lnrlfi m rrftty of nfters mrnt h mrft drrough rn
ilrdMdurl[rnd rsssrrment brsed u ruasmrhh jrdgmril thEt rdics 0n crrrent medical lunuhdgr or on thg hst
rvrihHa objective evidsnce, not on gemralzrton 0r sbnotypss.12 US.E $8182(bX3);28 C.F.R" S 38t08(b).
Howeyen slncs the prin patientt condition is nsiftrr conhgius nor ol thr typ thrt poses r direEt thrurt to othgrs

shqdd r doctor elsst to provids trcrtmeft thr dlud dreat deftme doer not npply in this case.

g) Nothing in this section shall be constued to prohibit the governing body of a hospltal
from taklng disciplinary actions against a medlcal practitioner or surgeon.



Montana Pain Patients Rebuftalto Montana Know Your Dose Statistics
November 22,20ts

In 2014 there were 243 completed suicides in Montana:

81% involved Males

25% of the completed suicides involved Veterans

(most common age group, Veteran suicides was 55-64 years old, or 51 suicides)

Approximately 9o/o of suicides involved Native Americans

4}%of Montana's completed suicides involved patients wit
including terminal illness or CHRONIC PAIN

Poisoning Deaths quoted in MT Know Your Dose statistics ntional suicides:

Year of Death Total Deaths Accidents etermined Intent

9T

60

86

18

23

28

18

o

o

2009

2010

20LL

201,2

1_39

115

1,35

109*

*NOTE: There were 89 po inus 19 dental or undetermined intent. lt is
not appropriate to tally up "overdos s this skews the statistics shared by the

me coroners will accommodate
grieving famili of dei accidental since suicide typically voids

most insura thrukh a problem with addiciton in the youth which

includes othe cohoffffith, and now heroin in Ravalli County (2015).

Addiction proble a's youth should be addressed separatefy form chronic
pain patients sufferi njuries, bad backs, arthritis, etc. For instanc€, back pain is

a leading cause of disabi g Montanans in the prime of their life and careers.

Montana is gaining the upper hand on prescription drug abuse. The number of prescription

drug-related deaths in Montana numbered 109 in 2013, according Montana DPHHS. The

number of people prosecuted for prescription drug crimes in Yellowstone County has fallen 70
percent from 2011 to 2013.

Suicides

ances such

ecting Mo

References: JUDY can you help me out here and put in a format so allthis fits on one page???



http://missoulian.com/news/state-and-regionaUpercent-of-montana-suicides-in-Were-males-

nearlv-percent-were/article c5ab2cdf-0b7f-54af-b2fb-23bb2cd3cd0c.html

http://dphhs.mt.eov/Portals/85/publichealth/documents/Epidemiolosy/MTHDDS/Special%20R

eports/Dru gdeathshosps. pdf

http://rn.missoulian.com/news/state-and-regional/montana-struggles-to-combat-prescription-

drue-abuse-drug-reeistrv-ineffective/article 6bbcefda-20bG11e4-a7d3-001a4bcf887a.html
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