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http://dnrc.mt.gov/forestry/forestry-assistance/forest-in-focus

The Montana Forest Industry Roundtable continues to meet monthly to share news and innovations important
to logging and wood products industry.

Planning continues for 2015 Forest Industry Week: October 17-23, 2015

Within the past 6 months, DNRC and Governor Bullock have met with industry in meetings with the Montana
Wood Products Association, Montana Logging Association, and the Congressional Timber Task Force.

TRIBAL, STATE & PRIVATE FORESTS

$2 Million in grants for forest restoration on tribal, state and private lands have been approved for 12 projects
statewide. When completed in 12-18 months, these projects will treat approximately 4,100 acres, harvest 6
million board feet of commercial saw logs, and utilize 29,000 tons of pulp material. u

A sustained-yield study was recently completed that validates and slightly increases the annual timber harvest
to 57.8 million board feet per year from forested state trust lands.

FEDERAL FOREST MANAGEMENT

Emphasis continues on implementing projects in designated Farm Bill Priority Landscapes using associated
authorities; a USFS interdisciplinary team specific to planning Farm Bill projects is being formed.

The DNRC-USFS Liaison has coordinated the state investment strategy in USFS projects, and is analyzing the
feasibility of new state involvement in projects using Stewardship Contracting or Good Neighbor Authority.

$1 Million in funding for direct state investment in 14 projects to accelerate forest restoration efforts on USFS
lands. When completed, these projects are expected to:

> Restore 21,000 acres of forest land and thin up to 400,000 acres of second growth forest.

»  Produce approximately of 55-60 million board feet of timber.

»> Activities being funded include: NEPA planning and sale preparation, bridge construction, weed
treatments, pile burning, tree planting, monitoring, and facilitation of collaborative groups.

Governor Bullock signed HB510, which creates a DNRC County Forest Advisor to assist Montana counties with
federal forest engagement. Hiring this position and developing a work plan and stakeholders has been started.

COLLABORATION & PARTNERSHIPS

Efforts continue to build more effective collaboration with collaborative groups and strategic partners.
» 2 collaborative groups will receive funds to improve effectiveness and accelerate decision-making.
> Dialogue continues with the USFS, forest industry, and conservation groups to attract more funding
and support from the private sector and the USFS to invest in forest restoration projects.



