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balance billing residents tens of thousands of dollars for emergency flights to access care unavailable in
Montana. They contend the costs of 2417 staffing and equipment are the reasons for the high bills, as is
the need to recoup the costs of serving patients covered by Medicare or Medicaid whose programs do not
come close to paying actual costs.

This situation affects all states but hits rural areas particularly hard. we urge you to make changes to:
' revise the Airline Deregulation Act to allow rate sefting regulation by states through insurance laws

for air ambulances either as part of insurance networks or through guidelines that establish
reasonable and customary billing, fair-market billing, or billing based on a percentage of Medicare;

' revise the Airline Deregulation Act to prevent balance billing on truly emergency transports,. revise the Airline Deregulation Act to recognize that air ambulance providers that sell
memberships may do so without preemption and may be regulated by the state, much as
automobile clubs now are regulated;

' require more timely changes to Medicare reimbursement rates for air ambulances to keep up with
medical inflation so that air ambulances are not cost-shifting to non-Medicare patients the cost of
patients covered by this government program; and

' make clear that advice given to patients indirectly in emergency rooms regarding transport options
is not in violation of the Emergency Medical Treatment and Labor Act.

Thank you for your consideration of these actions.

Sincerely.

Rep. Ryan Lynch
Presiding Officer
On behalf of the Economic Affairs lnterim Committee

Sen. Gordon Vance
Vice Presiding Offacer

Attachments: Proposed bill drafts to hold harmless and regulate air ambulance membershios/

_)_


