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Background

HOUSE B:LL 333(61St Legis:ature)
An ActAIlowing the Bureau of Mlnes and Geology to cOnduct Geothermal Research

During the 2011 biennium the Montana Bureau of Mines
and Geology shall conduci geothermal research that:

(a) characterizes the geothermal resource base in
Montana;

(b) tests high{emperature and high-pressure drilling
technologies benefiting geothermal well
construction; and

(c) determines reservoir characlerization, mon itoring, and
modeling necessary for commercial application in
Montana.
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The MBMG shall submit a repo( to the Energy and
Telecommunications I nterim Committee. The report,
based on research conducted, must include:
(a) a ranking of the top five locations in Montana that

offer the best opportunity for near{erm
development of geothermal energy; and

(b) an estimate of the cost associated with
development of each site.
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The MBMG continues its participation in the
National Geothermal Data System with
regular updates. ln addition. we improve public
access to geothermal data through our own
website - searchable by county or by project -
to provide temperature and chemistry for each
site.
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We are capturing additional data such as site history,
past use, or anecdotal information through our Data
Preservation Program - just one of several databases
available through the new MBMG Data Center at
http ://www. m bmg. mtech. ed u/
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The MBMG also provides map data related to geothermal
imaging in the Montana Portion of Yellowstone National
Park. We can serve similar data related to other areas in
Montana as they come available.
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