
Chairman and members of the committee, 

I am writing on behalf of the 3500 members of Northern Plains Resource Council who are 

farmers and ranchers, as well as urban dwellers. Our goal in terms of renewable energy is 

to remove any barriers for all Montanans to use distributed, clean, renewable energy. 

The members of Northern Plains Resource Council strongly support enabling community 

solar in Montana for a number of reasons: 

First, it is undeniable that there are economies of scale achieved with larger projects, 

such as a 100 kW community solar array, that reduce the cost per watt for all 

participants. If we can make renewable energy less expensive while maintaining 

customer choice, it’s in the best interest of all utility customers that we do so. 

Secondly, community solar is a way for investor owned utilities and rural electric 

cooperatives to offer distributed renewable energy to their customers, in a way that is 

most beneficial for the utility or cooperative. The utility can have a say in system siting, 

and identify locations on their system that are best suited for distributed renewable 

energy and will strengthen the reliability of the grid.  

It is easier for utilities to read and dispatch the output from a larger solar array or wind 

turbine, than it is when there are many single, small renewable energy installations 

across the system behind the meters. Community solar and wind is a way to make 

distributed renewable energy work for utilities and cooperatives—a fact that is evident 

by the wide adoption of community solar by co‐ops and utilities in many states including 

Iowa, Colorado, and Minnesota. 

Further, enabling community solar will make distributed renewable energy accessible 

to all Montanans, even low income customers and renters. During the last legislative 

session, there were some concerns expressed that net metering is only for the wealthy. 

While we maintain that the drastic decline in cost of renewable energy makes that 

concern increasingly unnecessary, it is true that the net metering policy currently 

excludes renters who don’t own their rooftop, multi‐family housing and condos which 

may have multiple households under the same roof, shaded properties, as well as low‐

income customers who can’t afford the cost of a full installation. With community solar 

or wind, any utility customer could buy a portion of a larger shared system, at whatever 

level they can afford.  



This creates a great economic development strategy for local communities. Every rooftop 

becomes a potential energy generator, with lease payments going to schools, civic 

centers, or farmers. And of course, this would allow our many renewable energy 

installation businesses in the state to grow and enable more electricians to begin working 

in the field. 

Community solar and wind systems, both utility‐ and customer‐owned, would truly make 

renewable energy accessible to all Montanans, which we feel should be a goal of this 

committee.We want to emphasize that we believe a community renewable energy policy 

must include allowing private developers to initiate community solar installations for a 

utility’s customers, with the utility’s input on inter‐connection and possibly siting. 

Beartooth Electric Cooperative passed such a policy earlier in 2016 in collaboration with a 

local solar installer and project development is now underway. Beartooth Electric felt 

that this was the best policy option for them at this time, because they were not 

financially able to fund systems and are also unwilling to take on the risk and 

management of the projects. 

I want to clarify that we see this discussion of community solar as separate from the 

committee’s ongoing discussion of the net metering policy and rate. Community solar is 

simply another way to offer distributed renewable energy choices to Montanans, and in 

no way should it replace the ability of customers to install their own net‐metered 

systems, or by purchasing an ownership interest in a community system. We continue to 

advocate for removal of unnecessary restrictions on customer‐owned systems, and for 

realistic accounting for the benefits and costs to the utility system. 

What we would ask from the committee is that you request that your staff create a brief 

report on community solar policy models for Investor Owned Utilities, including 

customer‐owned community solar, and that you take a closer look at the topic at your 

July meeting.  

Thank you. 

Submitted by Mary Fitzpatrick, Billings 

Northern Plains Resource Council, Clean Energy Task  

May 13, 2016  

 



Beartooth Electric Cooperative, Inc.

MEMBER RELATIONS POLICY 4I9

I. SUBJECT: INTERCONNECTION OF COMMTINITY RESIDENTIAL ANd COMMERCIAL
CUSTOMER GENERATION RESOURCES (250KW Limit)

2. OBJECTIVE: Beartooth Electric Cooperative, Inc. (BEC) recognizes that their commercial and

residential members may want to take advantage of community generation resources. This

policy outlines the means and requirements for interconnection of this generation with Beartooth

Electric Cooperative's distribution lines.

3. POLICY:

3.I. AVAILABILITYAND REQUIREMENTS

3.1.1 . When five (5) or more commercial or residential members desire to interconnect to

BEC's grid a signed community interconnection agreement outlining specific terms

and conditions with BEC is required.

3.2. COMMUNITY GENERATION PROGRAM

3.2.1. Net Metering is defined as the interconnection of member-generation from a

distributive source to BEC facilities, in which the generation output of energy not

used at the source is netted against the energy delivered by BEC within the following

guidelines:

3.2.l.L Community generation is intended to offset part or all of the participating

members' own electrical requirements at their service with a single production

meter located at a central site (community generation).

3.2.1.2. Costs associated with interconnecting or administering net metering systems

are the responsibility of the members/generators.

3.2.1.3. Charges for energy delivered by BEC in excess of the energy flowed back onto

the system by the community generator shall be billed on a monthly basis at

BEC;s applicable standard commercial or residential service rate schedule for

each member.

3.2.1.4. Net electricity produced or consumed during the billing period shall be

measured, in accordance with normal metering practices.

3 .2.1 .5 . Price and Payment: At the end of each yearly billing period, if the energy

supplied by members to BEC is more than the energy supplied by BEC,

members shall be credited (at the avoided cost) for the net energy with the

kilowatt-hour credit appearing on subsequent bills.

PolicyNo. MR419 -- Page I of 2



|

3.2.1.6. BEC requires that a visual disconnect be installed as a protection - isolation
method at the metering generating point to give a means of visual open that can
be locked during an outage for safety requirements. This visual disconnect will
also give the member the necessary protection to isolate their equipment from
BEC facilities.

3.2.1.7. BEC will inspect the installation prior to energizing and any deficiencies noted
by the inspection must be corrected prior to energizing. This inspection will not
relieve the members of any liability. BEC reserves the right to inspect the
installation at any future time to ensure correct operating parameters.

3.2.I.8. The members'system shall be equipped and constructed to automatically
disconnect from a de-energized or faulted utility line.

4. RESPONSIBILITY:

4.1. The general manager shall ensure a copy of this policy is provided to each member that
subscribes to the community generation project.

Adopted:     02/20/2015

Reviscd      l1/24/2015
Attest: /s/

Board Presldent

Attest: /s/
Secretary/Treasurer
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BEC NIlember Relations Policy Noo MR419

AGMEMENT

^議
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Community Interconnection Agreement
Net Metering Senrice (z5oIC/Y)

This agreement dated this _ day of, 20 _,by and between Beartooth Electric Cooperative, Inc.

(BEC),and (Members).

Whereas Members own or intend to install and own an Electric Community Generating Facility
(Facility) qualifuing for Community Net Metering Service as allowed in BEC's current rules,

iegrlations and policies. Prior to installing the community project the plans, specifications and location

of the community generation will be reviewed and approved by BEC's engineering team.

Location:

And, whereas Members wish to sell and BEC is willing to purchase energy produced by the Facility; the

parties agree:

1) Community Generating Facility: Members' Facility shall consist of a Community Generating

Facility. Said Facility will be interconnected and operated in parallel with BEC's distribution

facilitils, and is intended to offset part or all of Members' electrical requirements measured by

BEC at a single metered facility located at the immediate interconnection point. Billing for
community gineration will be on a subscribed basis (no dual metering required). All subscribers

will share in the energy production of the project and any annual costs associated with the

project as dictated by their subscription contract.

Term: This agreement shall commence when signed by both BEC and five or more Members

and continue on a month-to-month basis until such time that there is no longer a power purchase

agreement between the Facility and the Members.

Definition of Terms:

a) Net Enerry: Is the difference between electricity supplied through the electric grid to

Members and electricity generated by the Community Generating Facility and fed back to

the electic grid over the applicable billing period.

2)

3)
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4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

BEC Member Relations Policy No. MR419
AGREEMENT

b) Members: Is synonymous with Members/Generators and means users of a net metering
system.

c) Avoided Costs: Means the wholesale energy component of BEC's current applicable rate.

d) QualiSing Facility: Means Members' equipment beyond the meter that meets the criteria
for service under the Community Generation Policy (BEC Policy MR 419).

Measurement of Net Enerry: A meter or meters shall be installed to measure the flow of
energy, at the expense of Members. The Members shall be responsible for all other expenses
involved in purchasing and installing facilities necessary for the meter installation.

Price and Payment: If the energy supplied by Members to BEC is greater than the energy
supplied by BEC to the Members, the energy difference shall show as "banked usage" on the
subsequent bill(s). At the end of each yearly billing period, the remaining "banked usage" shall
be credited to the BEC Members' account at the avoided cost. The Members facility site will be
charged the applicable base fee and energy charges.

Interconnection: Members shall provide, at their sole expense, the interconnection on
community generation side of the meter. At Members' expense, BEC shall make reasonable
modifications to BEC's system necessary to accommodate Members' Facilities. The cost for
such modifications is $ due in advance of construction. The net metering
system used by BEC shall include, at Members' expense, all equipment necessary to meet
applicable safety, power quality and interconnection requirements established by BEC's electric
service requirements, the National Electric Code, National Electrical Safety Code, the Institute
of Electical and Electronics Engineers and Underwriters Laboratories.

BEC's written approval of Members' protection-isolation method to ensure the community
generator disconnection in case of a power intemrption from BEC is required before service is
provided under this schedule.

Disconnect Switch: Members shall furnish and install on Members' side of the meter a safety
disconnect switch that shall be capable of fully disconnecting the Members' community energy
generating equipment from BEC's electric system. The disconnect switch shall be located
adjacent to the meter and shall be a visible break type in a metal enclosure which can be secured.
The disconnect switch shall be accessible to BEC personnel at all times. BEC shall have the right
to disconnect the Facility from BEC's supply at the disconnect switch when necessary to
maintain safe electrical operating conditions or the Facility at any time adversely affects BEC's
operation of its electrical system or the quality of BEC's service to other members.

Functional Standards: Members shall furnish, install, operate and maintain in good order and
repair, all without cost to BEC, all equipment required for the safe operation of the Community
Facility in parallel with BEC's system. This equipment shall include, but not be limited to
equipment necessary to establish automatically and maintain synchronism with BEC's electric
supply and a load break switching device that shall automatically disconnect the unit from
BEC's supply in the event of overload or outage of BEC's supply. The Facility shall be designed
to operate within allowable voltage variations of BEC's system. The Facility shall not cause any
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BEC Member Relations Policy No. MR4l9
AGREEMENT

adverse effects upon the quality of service to BEC's non-generating members.

9) Installation and Maintenance: Except for metering equipment owned by BEC, all equipment
on Members' side of the point of delivery, including any required disconnect switch and
synchronizing equipment, shall be provided, installed and maintained in satisfactory operating
condition by Members, and shall remain the property and responsibility of the Members. BEC
shall bear no liability for Members' equipment or for consequences of its operation or failure to
operate properly. For purposes of gathering research data BEC may at its expense install and
operate additional metering and data-gathering devices.

10) Pre-operation Inspection: Prior to interconnection, the Facility and associated interconnection
equipment shall be inspected and approved by the state electrical inspector and any other
govemmental authority having jurisdiction.

11) Access: Authorized BEC employees shall have the right to enter the Members' property for the
purpose of operating the disconnect switch and meters and making additional tests conceming
the operation and accuracy of its meters.

12) Indemnity: Members agree to indemniff and hold BEC harmless from any and all liability for
any and all damages, including attorneys' fees and cost, the Members caused by the operation of
the Facility.

13) Enforcement upon default by Members: BEC shall have the right to specifically enforce the
terms of this agreement and collect reasonable attorney fees and costs associated thereto.

14) Merger: This contract contains the entire agreement between the Members and BEC and may
not be changed except by written agreement signed by all parties.
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BEC Member Relations Policy No. MR4l9
AGREEMENT

In witness whereof, Beartooth Electric Cooperative, lnc. and Members have, by their duly authorized

representatives, executed this agteement in duplicate as of the day and year first above written.

Members: Beartooth Electric Cooperative, Inc. :

By:

Title:

Date:

By:

By:

Title:

Date:

By:

Title:

Date:

By:

Title:

Date:

By:

Title:

Date:

Title:

Date:

町
職
嘘

町
Ｔｉｔ‐ｃ
恥
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取
Ｔｉｔ‐ｃ
恥

By:

Title:

Date:

By:

Title:

Date:
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