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Open August 19 – September 9, 2015 
Posted to Commission webpage and listserv 
Statewide press release 
1,393 responses 
149 of 382 district “combinations” 



• Not a scientific poll 
• Possible multiple responses 
• Possible non-MT responses 
• Treat as one snapshot/open mic 
Goals were: 
1. Allow broad public input 
2. Raise awareness of study 



“Other” responses included: 
• 56 retired educators 
• 39 grandparents of students 
• 43 taxpayers 
 
 





Responses broken down by respondent information 
Question #3: Of the topics listed below, which 5 do you consider to be the highest priorities for 
the school funding commission to examine? (Choose up to 5; the topics listed are based on the 
Legislature's funding duty under Article X, section 1(3) of the Montana Constitution and the 
"basic system" definition and "educationally relevant factors" from 20-9-309, MCA.) 

(Totals exceed 100% as respondents could identify in multiple groups—i.e. teacher and parent—and select up to 5 priorities) 
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http://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/CONSTITUTION/X/1.htm
http://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/20/9/20-9-309.htm
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Responses broken down by MHSA size classification 
Question #3: Of the topics listed below, which 5 do you consider to be the highest priorities for 
the school funding commission to examine? (Choose up to 5; the topics listed are based on the 
Legislature's funding duty under Article X, section 1(3) of the Montana Constitution and the 
"basic system" definition and "educationally relevant factors" from 20-9-309, MCA.) 

(Totals exceed 100% as respondents could select up to 5 priorities) 

http://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/CONSTITUTION/X/1.htm
http://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/20/9/20-9-309.htm


Survey Monkey has a text analysis tool that generates a “wordle”-
like image of “most important words/phrases”. 

The image below is generated from the 677 open-ended responses 
to Question #4 from the survey: Please elaborate on your choices 
above and/or describe other school funding topics you consider to 

be high priorities.  
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Responses to Question #4 (633 total) that mentioned... 

Responses to Question #4 (633 total) that mentioned...

Question #4: Please elaborate on your choices above and/or describe other school 
funding topics you consider to be high priorities. 



 
The image below is generated from the 503 open-ended responses to 

Question #5 from the survey: What other input do you have for the 
School Funding Interim Commission? 
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Responses to Question #5 (503 total) that mentioned... 

Responses to Question #5 (503 total) that mentioned...

Question #5: What other input do you have for the School Funding Interim 
Commission? 



To explore the responses to open-ended questions #4 & #5, visit 
the commission webpage at www.leg.mt.gov/sfc, click on meeting 

materials, and open the pdf. You’ll be able to search for terms 
using the find function (Ctrl+F). 

Questions? 

http://www.leg.mt.gov/sfc
http://www.leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2015-2016/School-Funding/Meetings/Sept-2015/SFC-survey-responses-Q4-Q5.pdf
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