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Madam Chair and Members ofthe Conrrnrssron:

I am Jana Staton. representing the Montana Association ofChristians (MAC) as chair of MAC,s
Lcgislative committee. The Montana Association ofchristians (MAc), formerly Montana Association of
Churches, brings together Christian communities and individuals to be present in thc broken placcs of
Montana. We seck to be a transtbrmative advocate on issucs that af'fect the most vulnerable anci
marginalized members ofour communities, r'ithout regard to any rcligious affiliation. ,As people offaith in
the Judeo-christian tradition. $c reject the mvth that some ofour citizens are not ',orthy ofgenuine care.
concem. and compasslou_

MAC has identified reetltry into our communities b) those retuming liom incarceration as one of
our core legislative and social.iustice priorities. we are here today in strong suppoft ofthe commission on
sentcncing's ei'fort to impro\e reintegration inlo the community and community sat'ety by straightcning out
a convolutcd cvcle ofincarccration and revocation. MAc is particularly concerned with the inability of
relurning citizem to obtain sal'e. stable housing in our communities which afl'ecls their employrnent,
behavioral heallh treatment, l'amily reintcgration and parenting_ Across the state, ba[iers to safe and
affordable housing not only contributes to higher recidivism, but lack ofhousing makes our communities
less safe. as rctuming citizens cnd up in shelters, daneerous neighborhoods thatieopardize their sLLccess. or
homeless and on the street.

Housing is thc 'hot polato" that no one at the state seems to wanl to pick up. It's al*,ays some other
committcc, some other agcnc!'s responsibjlity. I am concemed that without eflective support lbr rcentry
housing in our communities largc and small. all the $'onderfirl policy options identilied b], CSG-JC the
Commission is considering toda)' will not have the hoped-lbr outcomes olreducing recidivism and
protecting public safety. How are local communities going to absorb a I 0% or 20% increasc in individuals
being released to complele sentcnces or treatment in the communify, ifall our reentry coalitions are already
stmggling u'ith housing nou.? I knou, how much cllort our looal parole officers put into helping clients find
some kind ofhousing. especially ifthe), arc on a registry. Some folks in Missoula arc living in campcr vans
as the onl)' housing available to thcm: perhaps wc should consider using a local RV dealer,s consignment
and storagc facility as housing fbr parolecs.

'l he Commission and [-egislalure should not believc the m]th that Montana faith congregations,
cven those no\i conmitted 1() reentry ministry, mcntoing and advocacy. are somehow going to ,step up and
provide'or 'find'housing'. congregations are already maxed out and struggling to help homelcss fbmilies
lind somewhere to livc. we need a substantial commitment fiom the stale to affordable housini: for our
citizens. Please tell us at Montana Association ofchristians where',1'e can go ifnot here rt bc-heard about
hou5int rh.ic $hL' are reruming from inccrccrctiUn and dcserre r.hrnce tJru....d.
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