February 25, 2016
Dear Rachel Weiss,
My name is Kari Tuttle Knoop. | am a non-violent felon in the state of Montana.

in 2002 | was charged with accountability for forgery in the amount of $1080.00 and signed a plea
agreement for a 3 year deferred sentence. The Judge sentenced me to 5 years deferred.

My crime had nothing to do with drugs, however, | was honest on my Pre-sentence Investigation about
my drug history. My honesty in doing this called for me being subjected to random UA’s by Probation &
Parole.

Within a year | failed several UA’s and | was revoked from my 5 year deferred sentence and given a 10
year sentence, 5 DOC and 5 suspended, in December 2004.

I was sentenced to the Intensive Challenge Program (ICP), aka women’s boot camp and was accepted
into the program in February of 2005. In this program | learned many things about myself, my behavior
and my addiction. | took classes such as Anger Management, Cognitive Principles and Restructuring
(CP&R), Parenting, Life Skills, Matrix, Relationships & Co-Dependency, and also Victimology. |
successfully completed this program with all my certificates as well as 6 months of Pre-release following
the program.

I relapsed in 2007 and went to prison. | did 22 months in prison and during my time there | paid off my
$1080.00 in restitution. | then went to 60 days in Alcohol and Drug Treatment (ADT) at Passages, then |
went to Pre-release also at Passages in Billings, MT. | completed my DOC time on September 16, 2009.

During my DOC time | had one write up while in pre-release, | had no other infractions. | also did well
while on the suspended portion. | had no infractions or relapses for 4 years and 2 months. During this
time | repeatedly asked my Probation Officer’s to please start the paper work for early release to which
a reply of "We'll start it next week.”, Or /'l work on it.”, or one of several other excuses.

In April 2013 | relapsed and took it upon myself to go to District I Alcohol and Drug Treatment and paid
for a chemical dependency evaluation. This evaluation recommended that | do an aftercare program
which | graciously did. My Probation Officer filed revocation papers without giving me a disciplinary
heariiig. | was sentenced to 5 years DOC again and recommended to go to Passages for an evaiuation.

The fact that | was in an aftercare program and stayed clean and sober for 4 % years of my suspended
time speaks volumes about the tools | learned via DOC. The fact that | have not been charged with any
new felony charges in over 14 years should not go unnoticed. The fact that | hold down 2 jobs, pay my
taxes, pay my child support and am an overall law abiding citizen who has had her restitution paid off for
8 years should account for something.

I feel that the Department of Corrections is a revolving door that probation officers keep felons in. |
have seen more women go to the Passages facility who were ordered by a judge to go to Elkhorn
Treatment Center because they have severe addiction and behavioral problems, only to be screened at
Passages and recommended to go to ADT for 60 days then pre-release for 6 months instead. In my
situation | was referred to aftercare, my probation officer told me | would do 120 days clear conduct
then go out on conditional release and continue my aftercare program. Instead | was sanctioned to 9
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months of treatment at Elkhorn. Again my success for those four years shouldn’t have gone unnoticed
by the powers that be at the Passages facility, however, it was.

In the big scheme of things | see myself as a non-violent offender who was convicted in 2003 for
accountability for forgery in the amount of $1080.00. | have been revoked a few times because | made
bad choices using marijuana, however, | did pay off my restitution in 2008 and have committed no new
crimes in 14 years. My 10 year max crime has turned into 15 years. My $1080.00 crime has turned into
just over $1 million for taxpayers and the state of Montana. This S1 million includes incarceration in jails,
prisons, treatment facilities, pre-releases, court appearances, court appointed attorneys, UA’s, medical
care, foster care, child medical care, wages for corrections officers, police officers and probation

officers, and I'm sure | am missing a few other costs regarding processing and incarcerating me.

Something more to thing about in my situation is that the bill for me continues to add up. 1am at
Elkhorn and when | complete this program on May 16, 2016 | will then have to go to pre-release in
Butte, MT and use resources there that will cost taxpayers and the state of Montana thousands of
dollars more for the 6 months | am there. | know how to reintegrate into the community. | have a home
to go back to in Sidney, MT as well as 2 jobs to report back to. | don’t understand why it is deemed
necessary for me to take up a bed at the pre-release, find a job that | will only have for 6 months and
cost the taxpayers and the state of Montana thousands of dollars more for the 6 months | am there.

| feel that | have learned a lot about myself and my addiction and paid my debt to society by 2014 since |
did pay my restitution and did well for 4 years and 2 months. One thousand eighty dollars has turned
into over one million dollars for the taxpayers and the state of Montana for a non-violent offense. This
seems absurd to me and | believe it needs to be looked at and changed. We read every day in the
newspaper how overcrowded the jails and prisons and pre-releases and treatment centers are, perhaps
someone needs to find a different avenue for non-violent offenders other than keeping them in the
system for so long for a minor slip. | believe that | could have done well on conditional release and went
to aftercare.

Thank you for your time reading this. | do hope it is helpful for future non-violent offenders.

Respectfully,

<AL T OO
Kari Tuttle Knoop

AO# 2054086

C/o ETC

P.O. Box 448

Boulder, MT 55632
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