
2015-16
Do the Write Thing
Montana Challenge

Students in grodes 7-8 submit original

writings between 500-l,0OO words

oddressing violence and what they

ore doing to make o dilference in

their homes, schools, and

communities in February 2016.

One boy ond one girl will be selected

to be Montono's ombossodors to the

Nationol Celebration i n Washington,

D.C. in July 2016. Hotel and airfore

will be provided by sponsors.

Students ore accompanied by o

porent and the participoting teocher

and spend severol days in violence

prevention workshops o nd octivities.

The mission of the Board of Crime Control is
to proactively contribute to public safety,
crime prevention and victim assistance
through planning, policy development, and
coordination of the justice system in
partnership with citizens, government, and
communities.
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Stop the violence!



The 20L5-16 Challenge:
Doing the Write Th ing
in Montana Schools

Montana's middle school students are

invited to submit original writings on the
impact of violence on their lives and how
they are making a difference in their
homes, schools, and communities.

Over 1,000 students have participated in

the Montana program since 2008. DIWT

empowers Montana students to break

the cycles of violence in their homes,

schools and neighborhoods by

communicating what they think should
be done to change our culture of
violence.

lnspire your students to Do the Write
Thing and take a stand against youth

violence in Montana!

Do the Write Thing Rules
o Students may use any form of written

expression as long as the language is positive

and not derogatory;

o Students may submit only one entry per year;

o All entries must be the students' original work;

o Entries should be 500-1,000 words;

o Entries must be typed or written legibly in

black ink on one side of8-1/2" x!!" paper and

pages should be numbered;

o Original entry and one photocopy with the
cover sheet should be submitted to MBCC; and

o Editing for content, grommor, or spelling by

someone other than the student is not
permitted.

Writing Topics
Student writings, at a minimum, should address the
following three questions:

How has violence affected my life?

What are the causes of youth violence?

What can I do about youth violence?

Submissions are due in February 2016 to MBCC.

For more information, contact:

Julie Fischer, Chair Kathy Ruppert, Coordinator
406-444-2056 406-444-2084
jfischer2@mt.gov kruppert@mt.gov

Montana Board of Crime Control
5 South Last Chance Gulch

PO Box 201408
Helena, MT 59620-1408

Classroom Discussion

Here are some questions designed to generate

discussion among your students before they write:

* How does violence affect your daily lives?

* Where are you confronted by violence? Your

home? Your neighborhood? Your school?

* What kind of violence have you experienced,

whether first- or second- hand?

* What are some of the causes of youth violence

in your school community?

* What can you do as an individual to reduce

violence in your school or community?

* What would you like your school or community

to do, in order to prevent youth violence?
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