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The Blackfeet Reservation, home to the largest Native American population in Montana,
is the third largest reservation encompassing approximately 1.5 million acres. It lies

 along the eastern slope of the Rocky Mountains on the Canadian border, and is the

eastern gateway to Glacier National Park in Montana. The major communities within
the reservation include Browning, East Glacier, Heart Butte, Seville, St. Mary’s, Babb,
and Starr School. Major highway access is through U.S. Highway 89 (north/south) and
U.S. Highway 2 (east/west). Air travelers will take pleasure in viewing the magnificent
landscape on the way from the Starr-Browning Airstrip, Cut Bank International
Airport, Glacier Park International Airport, and Great Falls International Airport.

Approximately 56 percent of the nearly 17,000 enrolled tribal members live on the
reservation. The Blackfeet (Pikuni or Southern Piegan) combined with their three
counterparts in Canada (Northern Piegan, Kainai and Siksika Nations) make up the
Blackfoot Confederacy. The tribes call themselves “Niitsitapi” meaning “original people”

The Blackfeet Tribal Business Council, headquartered in Browning, governs the Nation.
It consists of nine elected members representing their reservation districts and include

the Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Secretary and Sergeant-At-Arms. Entities interested in \

doing business with the Blackfeet Tribe or on the reservation should engage the Office

of the Chairman. Visitors should be mindful of tribal protocol, laws and regulations.

3 Interested business parties are encouraged to become familiar with the Blackfeet
Planning Department, the Tribal Employment Rights Ordinance (TERO) Office, the

Environmental Protection Office, as well as the business licensing requirements of
the Tribe's Department of Commerce. Additional information regarding the tribal /

government is available online at www.blackfeetnation.com.

A diverse mix of tribal and private enterprises is growing on the reservation.

Recent tribal ventures include the Glacier Family Foods grocery store, the Blackfeet
Advanced Technologies manufacturing facility located in the Tribe’s industrial park,

B Bar T Construction Company, and a forthcoming Holiday Inn Express hotel. Tribal
enterprises include Section 17 corporations such as Siyeh Development Corporatnon
which operates Glacier Peaks Casino, Glacier Family Foods, and StarLink Cable

Oki Communications, a telecommunications company located in Browning, and the -
Blackfeet Utility Commission are examples of successful business partnerships. Private

enterprise is also an emerging sector, enhanced by tribal member owned businesses

offering a range of goods and services. Major employers on the reservation are the
Blackfeet Tnbe, Slyeh Development Corporatlon, Browning Public Schools, Indian
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b Farms Operated
rams | Farsirentely | rams | G
Farms :

Farms: (number) 354 198 584 377

Land in farms (acres) 1,602,499 957,487| 1,879,735 1,036,990

Average size of farms (acres) 4,527 4,836 3,219 2,751
Farms by size: (number)

Less than 1,000 acres 125 86 3107 249

1,000 acres or more 229 112 267 128
Farms by value of products sold and government payments received: (number)

Less than $100,000 259 175 425 321

$100,000 or more 95 23 159 56
Farms by type of organization: (number)

Family, Individual, Partnership 308 184 527 366
Corporation, Cooperative, Trust 46 14 57 11
Livestock Inventory and Crops Harvested

Livestock and Poultry Inventory (number)
Cattle and calves 42,318 21,781 69,981 36,604
Hogs and pigs 17,518 (D) 28,540 5
Sheep and lambs 290 (D) 587 -
Horses and ponies 2,995 2,313 6,452 5,537
Bison (D) (D) (D) (D)
Chickens (layers and broilers) 25,934 48 45,675 172
Crops Harvested (acres)
Corn for grain - - - -
Corn for silage or greenchop - - - -
Wheat for grain, All 113,100 7,582 133,522 7,453
Winter wheat for grain (D) - 43,588 (D
Durum wheat for grain (D) (D) 2,938 ()
Spring wheat for grain 103,032 (D) 86,996 16,545
Barley for grain 87,349 11,679 103,347 9,802
Qats for grain 650 180 368 (D,
Sunflower seed, All - - - -
Soybeans for beans i E |3 %
Hay, haylage, grass silage 43,782 18,811 55,413 21,834
| : Operator Demographics
Primary occupation: (number)
Farming 400 164 487 221
Other 184 98 419 270
Place of residence: (number)
On farm operated 470 227 710 392
Not on farm operated 114 25 196 99
Years on present farm: (number)
Less than 10 years 141 63 193 114
10 years or more 443 199 713 377
Age group: (number)
Under 55 years 360 168 452 250
55 years and over 224 94 454 241
Average age of operators 50.7 50.0 54.8 54.4
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~ The Blackfeet Manpower One-Stop Center located in Browning was the first design
- Native American One-Stop Center in the state working to train and pair job seekers
with local and regional employers. It offers activities and services to incumbent or
laid off workers, youth, new entrants to the workforce, veterans, and persons with
disabilities. The Blackfeet Community College serves members of the community and
 prepares students for achievement in higher“'education and meaningful employment,
 while integrating the Blackfeet culture and language. The average annual college
enrollment is over 600 students. Additional information regarding the tribal college
services is available online at www.b /
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MT Dept. of Labor & Industry

[P employed  Unemp.  Uneme
2012 4,482 3,846 636 14.2%

* Statistics represent labor characteristics of the reservation, not the tribe.

* Labor Force definition
* Civilian, non-institutional population 16 years and older
* The sum of Employment and Unemployment
Employment definition
* Did any work as paid employees
* Worked in their own business, profession, or farm
* Worked 15 hours or more as unpaid workers in a family owned enterprise

2009-2011
Unemployment definition

Growth
Emp. Wage
$35,020 |-10.0%  1.9%

$28,354 |-13.3% 13.3%
$39,193 | 31.3% 90.0%

Employment Wages

2009 2010 2011
$30,932  $32,060

Industry
* Have not worked during monthly survey period (usually the week of the 12¢h of the month) 2009 2010 2011

* Available for work * Actively seeking a job during last four weeks
Unemployment Rate equals the number Unemployed divided by number in the Labor Force ;:::: private 3,23(5) 21::; 2,;;; $21,709 $22,572
- ’ T

Goods Producing 83 93 109 | $27,092 $27,657
Construction 27 37 60 | $25,080 925,243 $43,963 [122.2% 289.5%
Service Providing 589 [ $21,090 $21,738 $26,348 [-18.4%  1.9%

e 173 §19,928 $§21,628 $22,686 | 10.2% 25.4%
Retail Trade . 61|  NA $20975 $19751 NA WA
§ Whaem | g 37($26200 N $31,895 [1467% 200.3%

2007-11 4,901 937

Statistics represent labor characteristics of the reservation, not the tribe.

Uses the same definitions for Labor Force, Employment, and Unemployment as U.S. Bureau
of Labor Statistics

From the American Community Survey

Rate reflects the five-year estimates from the years 2007 to0 2011

~ Unemp.

L3t 21

Education and Health
Services

Education
Health Services

42

25
17

35

2
13

$29,295

$25,294
$35,178

$30,840

$25,540
$40,624

$32,551

$24,085
$46,878

-16.7%  -7.4%

-120% -16.2%
-235%  1.9%

Leisure and Hospitality 309 | $20,458 $20,805 $27,366 |-34.8% -12.8%

Arts, Entertainment and g
Recreation 7 61927,869 934,126 $34,891|-143% 7.3%

Accommodation and Food 467
Services ‘

68.5%

5,478

* Statistics represent labor characteristics of the tribe, not the reservation.

U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs 2005 1,725 3,753

" hor Torce defnicion $20,347 520,638 $27,217 |-35.1% -13.2%
$22,700 $22,443 $34,449 |-46.9%
$12,616 $14,739 $15,058| 3.7%

$8,744 $13,449 $11,254 | -7.7%
934,269 $35,750 $37,313 | -8.8%

$55,292 956,848 458,760 | 1.2%
$29,446 930,223 $31,715 |-11.1%
$34,705 $35,518 $36,241 | -3.5%

$26,672 $27,173 $29,002 |-15.1%

* Number of tribal members between 16 and 64 years old

* Available for work * Not disabled or incarcerated Accommodation

Food Services 109
Other Services 13

' Total Government 2,225
Federal 415
Local 1,810
Local Government Education 625

Local Government
Non-Education 1,185

¢ Employment definition
¢ Tribal members working for money

* Unemployment calculated by subtracting Employment from Labor Force

American Indian
50.6%
49.5%

Owner Occupied

Rental Occupied




