
 

 

 

 

 

Date: December 09, 2015 

RE: Summary of instream flow water right application information (form 638) pursuant the US 

Forest Service-Montana Water Rights Compact, MCA 85-20-1401. 

The compact was ratified on April 17th of 2007.  As part of that ratification, in Article V, seventy-seven 

instream state-based water reservations were issued, purposed for instream fisheries, and assigned 

2007 priority dates.  These rights cumulatively total 1,725.5 cubic feet per second (CFS) in protectable 

instream flow.  The US Forest Service (USFS) was also granted the opportunity to apply for additional 

instream state-based water reservations pursuant Article VI, whose priority dates are designated as the 

date of application filing with DNRC.  It is important to note that USFS instream flow reservations must 

be located on USFS property. 

Protectable flow rates are determined using the Wetted Perimeter Methodology, which estimates upper 

and lower flow rate values (inflection points) that designate habitat quality thresholds.  The fish species 

present within the proposed protected reach determines which flow rate can be used.  To date all but 

one 638 application have pursued the upper inflection point.  The following table summarizes 

application activity since the ratification of the compact.   

US Forest Service Instream Flow 638 Applications as of December 09, 2015 
Attribute Year Total 

  
2008-
2011 2012 2013 2014 2015   

Applications Received 22 27 50 19 35** 153 

Water Rights Issued* 20 23 38 0   81 

Applications Cancelled* 2 1 1 0   4 

Pending Applications 0 3 11 19 35** 68 

Application with Valid Objection(s)*  1  1 2 
 

  4 

 
    

 
    

 Total Application Fees Received $17,600 $21,600 $40,000 $15,200 $28,000 $122,400 

              

Protected Flow Rate (CFS)** 61.4 420.4 426.9     908.7 

* actions may have occurred on a subsequent year, but are organized here by application received date 

** new applications as of 12-7-2015, not yet included on detailed spreadsheet     

 

Attached is a detailed table of all 638 instream flow applications. 

 



Applicati

on 

Received

Decision Basin

#

Applicati

on #
Status

River

Basin
Source

Flow 

Rate 

(CFS)

County

Fish 

Species

Present

Inflection 

Point

04/01/08 06/29/09 76H 30041847 Active Bitterroot Chicken Creek 3.8 Ravalli

Bull/West

slope Upper

09/03/08 06/20/09 41D 30043267 Active Big Hole La Marche Creek 12.0 Deer Lodge Arctic GraylingUpper

09/17/08 06/20/09 41H 30043406 Active Gallatin Taylor Creek 42.0 Gallatin Westslope  Upper

09/17/08 06/20/09 41D 30043405 Active Big Hole Big Lake Creek 3.6 Beaverhead Brook TroutLower

01/26/09 10/07/09 41D 30044938 Active Big Hole Ruby Creek 6.0 Beaverhead Westslope  Upper

01/26/09 06/20/09 76F 30044937 Active Blackfoot Boles Creek 5.0 Missoula

Bull/West

slope Upper

08/06/09 05/11/10 76G 30046650 Active Clark Fork Blacktail Creek 1.0 Silver Bow Westslope  Upper

08/06/09 05/11/10 76F 30046651 Active Blackfoot Clearwater River, W FK 11.0 Missoula

Bull/West

slope Upper

08/06/09 05/11/10 76F 30046652 Active Clearwater Placid Creek 6.0 Missoula Westslope  Upper

12/17/09 05/11/10 76F 30047720 Active Blackfoot Deer Creek 4.0 Missoula

Bull/West

slope Upper

12/17/09 05/11/10 76H 30047721 Active Bitterroot Nez Perce Fork 23.0 Ravalli

Bull/West

slope Upper

12/17/09 06/15/10 41H 30047722 Active Gallatin Buck Creek 5.0 Gallatin Westslope  Upper

12/17/09 05/11/10 76H 30047723 Active Bitterroot Howard Creek 4.5 Missoula Westslope  Upper

11/09/10 06/14/11 76H 30049905 Active Bitterroot Grave Creek 4.0 Missoula Westslope  Upper

11/09/10 11/29/11 41H 30049903 Active Gallatin Taylor Creek 24.0 Gallatin Westslope  Upper

11/09/10 06/14/11 76M 30049907 Active Clark Fork Petty Creek 30.0 Missoula Bull/WestslopeUpper

11/09/10 11/07/11 76H 30049906 Active Bitterroot Hughes Creek 22.0 Ravalli

Bull/West

slope Upper

08/17/11 08/12/13 76N 30051635 Cancelled Clark Fork Thompson River, W FK — S&ers

Bull/West

slope Upper

08/17/11 08/02/12 76H 30051636 Cancelled Bitterroot Lolo Creek — Ravalli

Bull/West

slope Upper

09/29/11 01/07/13 76H 30052475 Active Bitterroot Burnt FK Creek 18.0 Ravalli

Bull/West

slope Upper

09/29/11 06/05/13 76H 30052476 Active Bitterroot Blodgett Creek 31.0 Ravalli

Bull/West

slope Upper

09/29/11 11/28/12 76H 30052477 Active Bitterroot Sweathouse Creek 7.0 Ravalli

Bull/West

slope Upper



07/30/12 06/04/13 76M 30063712 Active Clark Fork Butler Creek 2.5 Missoula Westslope  Upper

07/30/12 03/27/13 76H 30063714 Active Bitterroot Laird Creek 4.2 Ravalli

Bull/West

slope Upper

07/30/12 06/25/13 76M 30063715 Cancelled Clark Fork Quartz Creek — Mineral Westslope  Upper

07/30/12 08/14/13 76H 30063717 Active Bitterroot Bertie Lord Creek 2.4 Ravalli

Bull/West

slope Upper

07/30/12 08/13/13 76M 30063719 Active Clark Fork Big Creek 13.5 Mineral Westslope  Upper

07/30/12 Pending 76E 30063721 Pending Clark Fork Ranch Creek 23.0 Granite

Bull/West

slope Upper

07/30/12 01/06/14 76E 30063723 Active Clark Fork Ross FK Rock Creek 20.0 Granite

Bull/West

slope Upper

07/30/12 08/13/13 76G 30063725 Active Clark Fork Foster Creek 4.6 Deer Lodge

Bull/West

slope Upper

07/30/12 08/13/13 76M 30063726 Active Clark Fork Fish Creek 95.0 Mineral Bull/Westslope Upper

07/30/12 11/20/13 76K 30063727 Active Swan Jim Creek 6.0 Lake

Bull/West

slope Upper

07/30/12 09/24/13 76G 30063728 Active Clark Fork Harvey Creek 1.3 Granite

Bull/West

slope Upper

07/30/12 9/3/2014 76GJ 30063729 Pending Clark Fork Douglas Creek 2.7 Granite Westslope  Upper

07/30/12 11/20/13 76H 30063731 Active Bitterroot Deer Creek 7.8 Ravalli

Bull/West

slope  Upper

07/30/12 10/02/13 76H 30063733 Active Bitterroot Nelson Creek 6.4 Ravalli

Bull/West

slope Upper

07/30/12 11/20/13 76E 30063734 Active Clark Fork Stony Creek 11.0 Granite

Bull/West

slope Upper

07/30/12 08/13/13 76F 30063735 Active Blackfoot Cottonwood Creek, N FK 7.0 Missoula

Bull/West

slope Upper

07/30/12 09/24/13 43B 30063736 Active YellowstoneMill Creek 86.0 Park

Yellowsto

ne Upper

07/30/12 09/24/13 76G 30063737 Active Clark Fork Twin Lakes Creek 11.0 Deer Lodge

Bull/West

slope Upper

07/30/12 08/13/13 76F 30063738 Active Blackfoot Clearwater River 12.0 Missoula

Bull/West

slope Upper

07/30/12 06/26/15 76H 30063740 Active Bitterroot Lost Horse Creek 68.0 Ravalli

Bull/West

slope Upper

07/30/12 09/24/13 76G 30063741 Active Clark Fork Browns Gulch 5.2 Silver Bow Westslope  Upper



07/30/12 10/02/13 76E 30063742 Active Clark Fork Hail Columbia Gulch 0.8 Silver Bow Westslope  Upper

07/30/12 11/20/13 76H 30063744 Active Bitterroot Lavene Creek 2.7 Ravalli

Bull/West

slope Upper

07/30/12 01/29/14 76H 30063745 Active Bitterroot Boulder Creek 21.0 Ravalli

Bull/West

slope Upper

07/30/12 Pending 76G 30063746 Pending Clark Fork Warm Springs Creek 5.0 Deer Lodge

Bull/West

slope Upper

07/30/12 11/20/13 76H 30063747 Active Bitterroot Bear Creek 24.0 Ravalli

Bull/West

slope Upper

08/15/12 10/02/13 76G 30063865 Active Clark Fork Barker Creek 8.0 Deer Lodge

Bull/West

slope Upper

01/25/13 01/14/14 76C 30065370 Active Kootenai Himes Creek 11.0 Lincoln

C.Redban

d/Westslo

pe Upper

01/25/13 11/20/13 41H 30065371 Active Gallatin Leverich Creek 0.8 Gallatin Westslope  Upper

01/25/13 10/28/15 43B 30065372 Active YellowstoneMulherin Creek 22.0 Park Yellowstone Upper

01/25/13 07/09/13 76F 30065373 Active Blackfoot Nevada Creek 8.0 Powell

Bull/West

slope Upper

01/25/13 01/06/14 41J 30065375 Active YellowstoneBig Camas Creek 16.0 Meagher

Yellowsto

ne/Westsl

ope Upper

01/25/13 03/25/14 76D 30065376 Active Kootenai Cedar Creek 11.5 Lincoln

C.Redban

d/Westslo

pe Upper

01/25/13 01/13/14 76B 30065377 Active Kootenai Pipe Creek, E FK 8.5 Lincoln

Bull/West

slope Upper

01/25/13 09/27/13 76B 30065378 Active Kootenai Flower Creek 17.0 Lincoln

Bull/West

slope Upper

01/25/13 02/24/14 43B 30065379 Active YellowstoneCedar Creek 13.0 Park Yellowstone Upper

01/25/13 Pending 76F 30065380 Cancelled Blackfoot Richmond Creek 1.4 Missoula

Westslop

e  Upper

01/25/13 02/24/14 76M 30065381 Active Clark Fork Savenac Creek 13.0 Mineral Westslope  Upper

01/25/13 02/23/13 76GJ 30065382 Cancelled Clark Fork Boulder Creek 9.0 Granite

Bull/West

slope Upper

01/25/13 Pending 76M 30065383 Pending Clark Fork St Regis River 115.0 Mineral

Bull/West

slope Upper



01/25/13 Pending 76M 30065384 Pending Clark Fork Sheridan Creek 2.8 Mineral Westslope  Upper

01/25/13 Pending 76GJ 30065385 Pending Clark Fork Lower Willow Creek, S FK 3.1 Granite Westslope  Upper

01/25/13 01/06/14 76M 30065386 Active Clark Fork Fish Creek, S FK 44.0 Mineral

Bull/West

slope Upper

01/25/13 01/06/14 76H 30065387 Active Bitterroot O'Brien Creek 4.2 Missoula Westslope  Upper

01/25/13 01/06/14 76F 30065388 Active Clark Fork Cottonwood Creek, N FK 8.0 Missoula

Bull/West

slope Upper

01/25/13 01/29/14 76M 30065389 Active Clark Fork Fish Creek, W FK 45.0 Mineral

Bull/West

slope Upper

01/25/13 Pending 76M 30065390 Pending Clark Fork Trout Creek 33.0 Mineral

Bull/West

slope Upper

01/25/13 02/05/14 43A 30065391 Active YellowstoneShields River, Upper 7.5 Park Yellowstone Upper

01/25/13 01/06/14 76E 30065392 Active Clark Fork Upper Willow Creek 2.6 Granite

Bull/West

slope Upper

01/25/13 Pending 76M 30065393 Pending Clark Fork St Regis River 20.0 Mineral Westslope  Upper

01/25/13 09/27/13 76M 30065394 Active Clark Fork Tamarack Creek 5.0 Mineral Westslope  Upper

01/25/13 11/20/13 43B 30065395 Active YellowstoneRock Creek 12.0 Park Yellowstone Upper

05/07/13 09/27/13 76D 30066213 Active Kootenai Bear Creek 16.0 Lincoln

Bull/C.Re

dband/We

stslope Upper

05/07/13 12/23/13 76B 30066215 Active Kootenai Big Foot Creek 3.4 Lincoln Westslope  Upper

05/07/13 06/18/14 76LJ 30066245 Active Flathead Moose Creek 18.0 Flathead

Bull/West

slope Upper

05/07/13 07/08/14 43A 30066246 Active YellowstoneCottonwood Creek 10.0 Park Yellowstone Upper

05/07/13 09/27/13 41A 30066247 Active BeaverheadPainter Creek 3.5 Beaverhead Westslope  Upper

05/07/13 09/27/13 76D 30066216 Active Kootenai Cable Creek 9.5 Lincoln

Bull/C.Re

dband Upper

05/07/13 11/13/15 43A 30066218 Active YellowstoneDugout Creek 2.6 Meagher Yellowstone Upper

05/07/13 02/25/14 41I 30066220 Active Missouri Avalanche Creek 13.5 Broadwater Westslope  Upper

05/07/13 Pending 76F 30066222 Pending Blackfoot Beaver Creek 16.0 Lewis & Clark Westslope  Upper

05/07/13 Pending 76G 30066223 Pending Clark Fork Elliston Creek 1.7 Powell Westslope  Upper

05/07/13 Pending 43A 30066224 Pending YellowstoneCrandall Creek 3.8 Meagher Yellowstone Upper

05/07/13 09/23/14 41D 30066226 Active Big Hole Bailey Creek 2.0 Beaverhead Westslope  Upper

05/07/13 Pending 41A 30066229 Pending BeaverheadBrowns Creek 2.6 Beaverhead Westslope  Upper

05/07/13 06/18/14 41B 30066230 Active BeaverheadBuffalo Creek 2.4 Beaverhead Westslope  Upper



05/07/13 09/03/14 41D 30066231 Active Big Hole Fox Creek 2.8 Beaverhead Westslope  Upper

05/07/13 09/23/14 41D 30066232 Active Big Hole Andrus Creek, S FK 3.0 Beaverhead Westslope  Upper

05/07/13 09/27/13 76LJ 30066249 Active 9/27/2013 Big Creek 38.0 Flathead

Bull/West

slope Upper

05/07/13 10/27/14 76LJ 30066252 Active Flathead Coal Creek 27.0 Flathead

Bull/West

slope Upper

05/07/13 06/17/14 76F 30066253 Active Blackfoot Sauerkraut Creek 0.5 Lewis & Clark

Bull/West

slope Upper

05/07/13 Pending 41I 30066257 Pending Missouri Prickly Pear Creek 11.0 Jefferson Westslope  Upper

05/07/13 09/27/13 43A 30066259 Active YellowstoneFlathead Creek, S FK 2.0 Gallatin Yellowstone Upper

05/07/13 09/27/13 76G 30066258 Active Clark Fork Ontario Creek 4.8 Powell

Bull/West

slope Upper

05/07/13 08/13/14 41I 30066260 Active Missouri Skelly Gulch 1.0 Lewis & Clark Westslope  Upper

05/07/13 09/23/14 76G 30066262 Active Clark Fork Telegraph Creek 4.8 Powell Westslope  Upper

05/07/13 09/27/13 76C 30066263 Active Kootenai Wolf Creek 13.0 Lincoln

C.Redban

d Upper

08/06/14 Pending 76F 30070362 Pending Blackfoot Hogum Creek 3.6 Lewis & Clark

Bull/West

slope Upper

08/06/14 Pending 41I 30070363 Pending Missouri McClellan Creek 11.0 Jefferson Westslope  Upper

08/06/14 Pending 41I 30070364 Pending Missouri White Creek 6.6 Broadwater Westslope  Upper

08/06/14 Pending 43A 30070365 Pending YellowstoneDeep Creek 4.4 Park Yellowstone Upper

08/06/14 Pending 76C 30070366 Pending Kootenai Cow Creek 5.2 Lincoln Westslope  Upper

08/06/14 Pending 76D 30070367 Pending Kootenai Dunn Creek 8.5 Lincoln Westslope  Upper

08/06/14 Pending 76C 30070368 Pending Kootenai Fischer River 40.0 Lincoln Bull Upper

08/06/14 Pending 76F 30070370 Pending Blackfoot Arrastra Creek 19.0 Powell

Bull/West

slope Upper

09/25/14 Pending 76M 30070859 Pending Clark Fork Sixmile Creek 2.8 Missoula Westslope  Upper

09/25/14 Pending 76C 30070860 Pending Kootenai McKillop Creek 12.5 Lincoln Westslope  Upper

09/25/14 Pending 76B 30070862 Pending Kootenai Flattail Creek 5.5 Lincoln Westslope  Upper

09/25/14 Pending 76E 30070863 Pending Clark Fork Rock Creek 150.0 Granite

Bull/West

slope Upper

09/25/14 Pending 76M 30070864 Pending Clark Fork Albert Creek 7.5 Missoula

Bull/West

slope Upper

09/25/14 Pending 76C 30070880 Pending Kootenai Miller Creek 3.8 Lincoln Westslope  Upper



09/25/14 Pending 76D 30070881 Pending Kootenai Midas Creek 5.3 Lincoln

Bull/C.Re

dband/We

stslope Upper

09/25/14 Pending 76N 30070883 Pending Clark Fork Weeksville Creek 10.0 S&ers Westslope  Upper

09/25/14 Pending 76C 30070885 Pending Kootenai Houghton Creek 1.2 Lincoln Westslope  Upper

09/25/14 Pending 76H 30070887 Pending Bitterroot Lolo Creek 23.5 Missoula

Bull/West

slope Upper

09/25/14 Pending 76G 30070889 Pending Clark Fork Tyler Creek 2.0 Granite Westslope  Upper




